
Welcome everyone.   
 
We are glad you are with us today in person and online.   
 
Today we are in our fourth and final week of our 
message series “Brand New.” 
 
Let’s face it.  We all like the brand new whether it is stuff 
or experiences.  And the premise of this series is that the 
longing that we have for new stuff has actually been 
given to us by God for a reason.  
 
God wants to give us brand new life.   
 
Because before the Resurrection, our ultimate final 
reality was in death, but now after the Resurrection, our 
ultimate and final reality is life in Christ.  
 
And the same thing that God did in Jesus, with Jesus in 
the Resurrection, He wants to do in you and in me.  
 
This brand-new life is His gift to us but it’s up to us how 
we use the gift. 
 
As mentioned in the few weeks of this series, God gives 
us brand new life by giving us a brand-new mind, a 



brand-new spirit and a brand-new heart.  A few weeks 
ago, we said that God wants to make us into a brand-
new creation.  
 
We said that that begins by the renewing of our minds, 
that the lives that we lead are reflection of the thoughts 
that we think.  
 
Then, we said that God wants to give us a brand-new 
spirit aligned with His will.    
 
He wants to give us a spirit, just like Peter and the 
apostles, one of boldness, and courage, and faith. And 
we achieve that by yielding our spirit to God's Spirit. 
 
Last week, we said that, in life, change will come our way 
and the best way to approach change is with an attitude 
of gratitude.   
 
In this way, our hearts will remain open to what God is 
doing in our lives. 
 
Today, we are going to talk about how to live a life with a 
mind renewed in Christ, a spirit aligned with God’s will 
and a heart opened to the movement of God in our lives.   
 



We find the answer to this in the Gospel today.   
 
Here, Jesus gives us a new commandment to                                    
“love one another.   
As I have loved you, so you should also love one another.”   
 

Here Jesus challenges us with a brand-new definition of 
love.  He gives us Himself as the measure of love.                      
How does Jesus love?   
 
We only need to look at the Cross.  On the Cross, Jesus 
shows us that love is not a mushy gushy love but a self-
sacrificial love. 
 
Now, Jesus is talking not just about loving those who love 
us but also those who hate us…even our enemies.   
 
This is difficult to do.   
 
However, through Christ, we have been given a brand-
new mind, spirit and heart.   
 
Jesus has given us the commandment to love and the 
grace that we need to do it. 
 
It is one thing to say that we love one another but how 
do we show that love to others?   



 
After all, love is an action.   That action is achieved in self-
sacrificial service.  This is how we show others the face of 
Christ.   
 
That is why we provide opportunities for you to serve 
here in Church.   
When we step up to serve, we practice putting that love 
into action.   
 
Service is not just the fruit of the brand-new mind, spirit 
and heart that God wants to give us, but it is also the 
journey that we take in order to renew our mind, our 
spirits and our hearts. 
 
But why should we serve here in our Church? 
 
Our goal here at Holy Eucharist is to provide an amazing 
experience for everyone who walks through our doors.   
 
There is a very good reason for this; we will get to this in 
a moment.   
But first, how do we accomplish this?   
 



We strive to have greeters at our doors and Host 
Ministers in the Worship Space to greet people as they 
come in and leave our building.   
 
Our goal is to greet each person three times before they 
hit their seat.   
 
We provide fun and engaging kids programs like Time 
Travelers so that they not only learn about the faith but 
experience life change.   
 
KidZone is our preschool program designed for worship 
and play for the youngest members of our parish, so that 
they have a fun and meaningful experience, and their 
parents can participate in the Mass without distraction.   
 
In addition, the Café provides complimentary coffee and 
light refreshments and great conversation that 
intentionally builds relationship and creates community.   
 
Our talented team of musicians provide the soundtrack 
to the worship of God in our Mass. They play upbeat, 
engaging and contemporary music to attract people 
outside our Church walls to worship with us. 
 



And I work hard to provide you with an awesome 
message so that you have something inspiring for you to 
think about long after you leave the building.   
 
Why do we work so hard at all of this?   
We are putting all of our energy into providing the best 
Weekend Experience by meeting people where they are 
so that they want to come back to Church next week.   
Ultimately, we want everyone to grow in their 
relationship with Christ and begin their own journey to 
becoming brand new.  Coming back next week                          
is just the start of that journey.   
 
When we experience a brand new mind, sprit, heart and 
see Christ at work in our own lives, we grow to want 
others to experience this too.  It is what we are called to 
do, and we are calling on you to join us as we do this 
together.  
 
While at the center of service is the desire and work of 
loving others, there is something in it for you too!   
 
First, serving directly increases our faith.   
In our first week of the message series, we saw how trust 
and faith in God can be built through our direct 



experience or through the experience of others that we 
trust.     
 
When we serve others, God gives us a front row seat to 
seeing Him change people’s lives.   
Serving allows us to experience His power firsthand; 
watching God work in someone else’s life builds our own 
trust in God which naturally increases our faith.   
 
Second, serving helps us align our spirit to God’s spirit 
and will by helping us see and experience what we’re 
made for.   
 
Through serving, we learn that our fullest joy comes from 
serving others.  
 
Ephesians 2:10 tells us why: “... we are God’s handiwork, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God has prepared in advance for us to do.” 

 
You have been gifted by God, and you are incredibly 
valuable to Him and the Church.  
 
Instead of trying to look, speak, and act the same, we are 
called to build each other up using the gifts, skills, and 
abilities God has given us.  
 



When we do, we’ll find as Ephesians 4 says, “we’re all moving 

rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to 
God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive 
like Christ.”   
We are moving together as the Body of Christ.   
 
God also uses our serving, and those we serve with, to 
reveal our gifts to us. And when we are using our gifts to 
serve God and others, we experience the kind of joy we 
were made for!   
 
What gifts has God given you to build up the Kingdom of 
God?   
 
When we take time to pray and discern what gifts God 
has given us and where we should use them to build His 
Church, we are aligning our spirit to the will of God for us 
within the Body of Christ. 
 
Third, serving breaks open our hearts and draws us into 
authentic community.   We grow closer to those we 
serve with side by side.  God uses the people you serve 
with to encourage you, pray for you, and teach you.  Your 
relationship with Jesus and others will flourish as a result. 
 
Jesus prayed for God to protect us so we would be one as 
He and the Father are one. This oneness is best 



experienced in and through participation in the Church 
— by serving and loving one another well. 
 
Finally, serving requires obedience and redirects our 
focus to Jesus.  
 
The simplest way to follow and imitate Jesus is by doing 
what He did. Jesus tells His disciples and us that He came 
to serve, not be served. By being obedient and following 
Jesus in this way, we get to know Him on a new level 
because we experience firsthand His love for others. 
 
In fact, the best way to diminish the significance of your 
problems is to get the focus off yourself and to place it 
on others.   
 
Service will: 

• Increase your faith by renewing your mind. 

• Help you see and experience what you are made for                      
by aligning your spirit to the will of God. 

• Draw you into community and help you open your 
heart to others and.  

• Keep your focus on Jesus 
 
Frankly if you don’t take the opportunity to serve,  



you are robbing yourself of the joys God designed for you 
to experience through serving.   
 
You are also robbing your brothers and sisters of the 
opportunity to experience God through you. 
 
Listen to how Jesus says this: “This is how all will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”    
 
 
Take a risk and get involved.  
 
God will honor that step of faith and grow it into so much 
more! 
 
So, here’s the ask…yes, this homily is interactive today.   
 
As you came into the Worship Space, you may have 
noticed cards and pencils on all of the chairs.   
 
Now is the time to grab a card and something to write 
with.   
[at the 8:30 and 10:30am Mass:   
For those of you online, this will be a little different for 
you.  There is a button that will pop up in the chat right 



now.   Click on it and follow the directions.  Then, hit 
“submit.”  Back to the cards…] 
 
The front of the card says “Want to grow in your faith?  
Serve!”   
This reinforces the message that I have given to you 
today.   We are going to focus on the back of the card 
now. 
 
You will notice in the bottom right-hand corner of the 
card that there are six areas of ministry to choose from.   
 
These ministries focus on the Weekend Experience.   
 
Remember we are focusing on the Weekend Experience 
because it is through our Welcoming, Café, Music, Tech 
and kids’ ministries that our hospitality shines and that 
all those who worship with us have a great experience.  
After all, we want each person to have a positive start to 
a brand-new life in Christ.   
 
At this time, please choose your area of interest.  
 
Then on the bottom left-hand side of the card, write your 
name, phone number and email.                                                            
You know that information.  [pause] 



 
Look at the top of the card.   
This explains your next step.   
What is your next step?   
 
Next weekend on May 21st and 22nd, we will have our 
Match Point program after every Mass.   
 
At Match Point we will, and I’m reading from the card 
here, “connect service and discipleship and match you 
with a ministry based on your talents and abilities”.   
 
At this time, I invite you to commit to which Match Point 
program you would like to attend.   Now on bottom left-
hand corner of the card, check that date of the Match 
Point session.   
 
To remind yourself of this commitment, 
write it down on the line underneath where it says                                                             
“My Next Step – The Match Point I plan to attend.”  
 
 
If your plans change for next weekend,  
Because you know that happens, 
please know that you can attend any Match Point. 
 



Here’s the fun part, 
and we’re getting fancy here,                         
tear the card along the dotted line.   
 
The top portion is for you to keep.   
 
Put it on the fridge and mark your Match Point date on 
your family calendar or get it in your phone…do what you 
need to do to remind you of your next step.   
 
Want more information about Match Point?   
 
Use the QR code on the card to link to the information on 
our website. 
 
In a moment, the bottom portion will be collected by our 
Host Ministers and volunteers.  
 
The final outcome of a brand-new life is ultimately 
achieved through loving others and that is best done 
through service. 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to help others and yourself 
through service here at Church.   
 
God wants to give us a brand-new life in Jesus Christ.   



It is His gift to us but it’s up to us how we use the gift.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you all Match Point next week! 


