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MENTORS TEACH US THAT MAKING A DIFFERENCE BEGINS BY SHOWING UP 
 

Series: Mentoring that Leaves a Legacy  
(Message 4 of 4) 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
A. We've looked at three major themes of effective mentoring: 
 

1. Great mentors help us see what we can become. 
2. Great mentors help us do what we don't want to do, so we can become what we really want to be. 
3. Great mentors help us protect what God is doing in our lives. 
4. Today we will look at how great mentors teach us that making a difference begins with showing up and 

taking responsibility. 
 
ILL. Tony Evans, from Kingdom Men Rising: 
 

• Tony Evans was scheduled to preach on New Year's Eve, 2019. 

• However, that day Tony had lain in his bed for the better part of the entire day as well as the previous one. 

• All the lights had been turned out, the curtains were closed, and he had pulled the covers up to his chin.  

• From time to time, one of his adult kids would come into the room to check on him and see if he needed 
anything to eat or drink. He did not. 

• His wife Lois had gone to be with the Lord just the morning before. 

• Lois had asked Tony to “let go" weeks earlier. She could tell her time had come to die. 

• Tony had sat by her bed weeping and told her he could not let her go.  

• As the cancer continued to bring outrageous suffering, Tony relented and let his wife of forty-nine and a half 
years go to be with the Lord. 

• Tony told her she could go now and be with her parents and Jesus, whom she loved so much. 

• Everyone would understand if Tony decided not to preach that night. 

• No one would blame him. No one except Lois. 

• Tony knew she wanted him to preach that night.  

• Lois was a fighter and she had told Tony clearly, "If you are called to preach, you preach. If you are called to 
write, you write. If you are called to sing, you sing. If you are called to lead a Bible study, you lead it." 

• And so…on that cold and lonely New Year's Eve, Tony's feet hit the floor firmly, and he rose from the bed.  

• He simply stood. 

• Tony says of that night: "I'm sure the devil said, "Oh crap, he's up." 
 
B. It is easy for us to believe that God can use someone else. 
 

• Often, one of the greatest tests that we face is believing that God can use us. 

• What do you do when you have a clear responsibility from God (think family, church, your work) and you feel 
completely overwhelmed and unworthy? 

• Your faith will not be found in your feelings. 

• Your faith will be found in your actions. 

• You simply choose to show up. 
 
 
T.S.: Mentors teach how to "show up" for life: 
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I. MENTORS HELP OTHERS DO WHAT NEEDS DOING 
 
A. When Paul wrote to Timothy, Paul was days from his death in the Mamertine Prison in Rome and Timothy was 
     pastoring in Ephesus. 
 

• Timothy was pastoring the church that Paul had started. 

• Ephesus was a difficult pastorate to say the least. 

• It was known as a place of tremendous spiritual warfare where Paul said opening that he had "wrestled with 
the beasts of Ephesus." 

• And now Timothy was having to stand up and show up. 

• So, in chapter 4 of Paul's final letter that he wrote before he was martyred by Nero, he told Timothy some 
specifics on how to "show up" and get on with his purpose in life. 
 

2 Timothy 4:1-4 (ESV) 1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure 
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 
and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 
 

• Note the phrase in verse 2: Paul tells Timothy to go to work both "in season and out of season." 

• Timothy had a calling, and his calling would be fulfilled by him showing up when it both convenient and 
inconvenient. 

 
ILL. Teddy Stollard 
 

• Teddy was a 5th grade student with dullness in his eyes and little desire to do anything academically. 

• Teddy’s teacher, Mrs. Thompson, did not like having such a poor student in her class. 

• She should have known better, because his school file said: 
1st grade: Teddy shows promise with his work and attitude, but has a poor home situation. 
2nd grade: Teddy could do better. Mother is seriously ill. He receives little help from home. 
3rd grade: Teddy is a good boy, but too serious. He is a slow learner. His mother died this year. 
4th grade: Teddy is very slow, but well-behaved. His father shows no interest. 

 

• By the 3rd grade he lost his mother, in the 4th grade his father was showing no interest, and now Teddy 
ended up in a teacher’s classroom that didn’t like apathetic students. 

• It came Christmas time and all the kids brought gifts for Mrs. Thompson. 

• Teddy brought a gift too. 

• A large, cheap bottle of perfume with much of it missing and a rhinestone bracelet with many of the 
rhinestones missing out of it. 

• All the kids began to laugh at what he had given, but Mrs. Thompson didn’t laugh. 

• She wisely took that bracelet and placed it on her wrist and she put some of the perfume on her wrist as well 
and let the kids smell it. 

• They took their cue from her and began to ooh and awe over the gifts. 

• After all the kids left the classroom that day, all but one, Teddy got out of his chair…. 

• “My mommy’s bracelet looks real pretty on you and you smell just like her.” 

• With that he ran from the room. 

• When he got out of the room, Mrs. Thompson got out of her chair and knelt beside her desk. 

• She asked God to forgive her for not placing any value on this boy. 



3 
 

• By the time kids got back in from Christmas break, they had a new teacher. 

• Because of her devotion, Teddy, who was the furthest behind academically, came up the middle. 

• It was a long time before Mrs. Thompson heard from Teddy after the 5th grade, but then she received this 
letter: 

 

• Dear Mrs. Thompson,  
I wanted you to be the first to know. I will be graduating second in my high school class.  
Love, Toddy Stollard 

 

• A few years later: 

• Dear Mrs. Thompson,  
They just told me I will be graduating first in my class. I wanted you to be the first to know. The university 
hasn’t been easy, but I liked it.  
Love, Toddy Stollard 

 

• A few years later: 

• Dear Mrs. Thompson,  
As of today, I am Theodore Stollard, MD. How about that? I wanted you to be the first to know. I am getting 
married next month, the 27th to be exact. I want you to come and sit where my mother would sit if she were 
alive. You’re the only family I have now, Dad died last year.  
Love, Toddy Stollard 

 
B. Choosing to "show up" means that we intentionally choose to serve those in our circle of influence with every  
     means that God has given to us, regardless of how we personally feel. 
 
II. MENTORS ASK US TO COMMIT 
 
A. Greek scholars tell us that the beginning words of 2 Timothy chapter 4 which says, " I charge you in the presence  
     of God and of Christ Jesus," is written in a style that is highly formal and reminiscent of what would be said by a  
     judge making a decree in a courtroom.  
 
B. Great mentors will always ask us to face huge challenges and do great things.  
 
ILL.  Mark Buntain's choice for ministry, from The Mark Buntain Story, p. 85... 
 

• The night Mark Buntain fully dedicated his life to God was at a crusade of thousands. 

• A man came up behind him, put his hand on his shoulder and encouraged him to worship. 

• As Mark worshipped, he began to dance.  

• Something he never wanted to do. 

• During that time he had a vision of waves of Chinese coming to Christ. 

• That time in the Spirit lasted from 9 pm to 1 am that night. 

• A call came to Mark's dad who was the superintendent of churches in Canada. 

• They said they had a small church with no pastor. 

• There were no young men to take the job, so many had enlisted in the army. 

• Mark's Dad, Dan, volunteered his son to serve that church in Saskatchewan. 

• Temperatures there ranged from 10 to 23 below 0 in the winter. 

• Mark had to live in a shabby house where the refrigerator was a slat in the floor. 

• Mark decided to work hard, and one Sunday was able to get 21 folks to church. 

• He always kept in mind that when his dad visited, he could arrange to leave. 

• He knew his dad would not want him to waste his time there. 
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• Finally the day arrived, and Mark met his dad at the train at 8 am. 

• Mark tried to tell him how difficult it was but his dad ignored him, staying busy with work. 

• Mark was wanting to talk about a transfer but his dad just worked, slept and ate. 

• The train was to leave that night. 

• After supper, Dan Buntain said, 
"Now, Mark, I know how you feel.  You have one of two things you can do tonight.  I will give you the money, 
and you can get on the train and go back to Toronto.  Or you can stay here, stick it out and see what you can 
do for God in this place." 

• Mark: "I'll never forget the big, thick lump that came in my throat.  Tears poured down my face and I said, I 
will say.”   

• That was the turning point in his life. 
 
APPLICATION: 
 
A. Mentors help us realize three major truths in life: 
 

1. We will have to set aside our own feelings of inadequacy to make a difference in the lives of others. 
2. Making a difference begins by just showing up. 
3. There are huge needs all around us waiting for someone to serve. 

 
ILL. Guy Doud's first year of teaching, from Molder of Dreams, p. 111-on 
 

• Guy Doud started teaching in 1975. 

• He made $7,500 a year and thought it was a fortune. 

• He was excited and ready to teach. 

• That first year he taught a girl named Kelly. 

• Kelly sent a note with an assignment about 6 weeks into class that said she was quitting. 

• Kelly had gotten pregnant… wanted to marry … her parents resisted … became suicidal. 

• Kelly had sat 3 seats in front of him and yet he never knew what she was facing. 

• He never saw her again. 

• In a class teaching contemporary short story, Guy asked the students to write about their lives. 

• Quote: "What shocked me most, however, as I read their papers, was that so many of them wrote about 
being lonely.  I thought peer pressure and drugs and alcohol were the most significant problems, but the 
student who wrote, "I feel so all alone, like there is no one I can talk to," voiced the sentiments of a majority 
of students in my class." 

• During Ronald Reagan's presidency, Guy Doud was given the distinct honor of being named teacher of the 
year in Minnesota. 

• The reason, as much as anything, was his ability to help kids live up to their potential. 

• As a teacher he shared Christ, not so much directly, but by the way he loved the kids. 

• Guy understands that people are fragile, very fragile, and knows how to connect. 

• While teaching a discussion class in high school, he read them a poem that was introduced to him while he 
was in college: 

 

• Title: “Please Hear What I'm Not Saying"  
 

Don't be fooled by me. 
Don't be fooled by the face I wear. 
For I wear a mask, a thousand masks, 
Masks that I'm afraid to take off,  
and none of them are me. 
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Pretending is an art that is second nature with me,  
but don't be fooled, please don't be fooled. 

I give you the impression that I'm secure.   
That all is sunny and unruffled with me, within as well as without, 
That confidence is my name and coolness my game, 

That the water’s calm and I’m in command  
and that I need no one, but don't believe me.   
My surface may seem smooth, but my surface is my mask, 
ever-varying and ever-concealing…. 

…Who am I, you may wonder?  
I am someone you know very well.   
For I am every man you meet 
and I am every woman you meet."        (by Charles C. Finn) 

 
RESPONSE: 
 

• Do you have conviction that God has placed you here at our church? 

• Are you passionate to lead here at our church? 

• Would you like to develop your gifts through a mentoring relationship? 

• If so, please fill out the response card we have given you.  

• If you would like to become a greater influence in your home, church, work, or community, please sign up! 
 

• We will email you an overview of the Spirit-Empowered Leaders certification. 

• You will receive a personal invitation to become a part of a monthly Mentoring Circle, where you can develop 
as a leader. 

 


