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MENTORS HELP US DO WHAT WE DON'T WANT TO DO  
IN ORDER TO BECOME WHAT GOD WANTS US TO BE 

 
Series: Mentoring that Leaves a Legacy  

(Message 2 of 4) 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
A. God has called every believer to be both a mentor and to be mentored: 
 

• Being a mentor means that we are intentionally connecting our lives with others, knowing that they may 
never become what God intends unless we come alongside them. 

• Being mentored means we intentionally look for the right people to come alongside us, knowing that we may 
never become all that God intends unless we find someone to help us.  

 
B. In the first message of the series we focused on the first foundational mentoring principle: Mentors help us see  
    what we can be. 
 

• Today, we are focusing on the second mentoring principle: Mentors help us do what we don't always want to 
do, in order to become what we really want to be. 

 
ILL. Tom Landry, from So You Want to Be Like Christ, Swindoll, p. xi: 
 

• Tom Landry has since passed away. He is best known for his years of coaching the Dallas Cowboys. 

• He was a humble man of quiet strength and dignity. 

• When he chose to say something, the entire room would listen. 

• Once during a breakfast with a group of men, someone asked how he was able to forge a team out of 
individuals so they would win. 

• That was something he had managed to do for 29 years. The table grew silent to hear his answer. 

• Quote: "My job is to get men to do what they don't want to do in order to achieve what they've always  
               wanted to achieve." 
 
C. Paul helped Timothy think about practical changes in his life in 3 ways: 
 
2 Timothy 2:3-7 (ESV) 3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian 
pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 5 An athlete is not crowned unless he competes 
according to the rules. 6 It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. 7 Think over 
what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything. 
 

• Think like a Soldier: Focus on defining loyalties  

• Think like an Athlete: Focus on structuring disciplines 

• Think like a Farmer: Focus on accepting delay 
 
T.S.: Let’s talk about 5 questions that help us invest into God's purposes in our lives (and the lives of others): 
 
Philippians 2:5-9 (ESV) 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name, 
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I. WHAT DOES LETTING GO OF SECURITY LOOK LIKE FOR YOU? 
 
Philippians 2:5-7A (ESV) 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of 
a servant, 
 
A. Jesus entered into His Father's purposes by "taking the form of a servant." 
 

• Jesus had to release the privileges of what He had in order to become what He is. 

• The word servant in the Greek is doulos and carries the idea of "one whose will has been swallowed up 
in the will of another."               (Kenneth Wuest, Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament) 

 
B. The first step toward investing into what God is doing in me is to release what is holding me back: 
 

• What are typical insecurities that make letting go of life as you know it a challenge? 

• What insecurities could easily hinder you from releasing privileges? 

• How can you deal with your own insecurities and lead others to do so as well? 
 
C. One of the saddest commentaries on any life is that they never chose to release their past to embrace their future. 
 
ILL. Friend of Tim Hansel’s attended his 40-year high school reunion, from Holy Sweat, Hansel, p. 54: 
 

• Tim Hansel’s friend was asked to attend his 40-year high school reunion. 

• He saved for months to take his wife back to the place and the people he’d left 4 decades before. 

• The closer the reunion came, the more excited he became. 

• He thought about all the wonderful stories he would hear. 
All the accomplishments these old friends would tell about. 

• Tim drove them to the airport. 

• Tim said, “I’ll pick you up on Sunday evening, and you can tell me all about it.” 

• Sunday evening arrived and Tim watched as they got off the plane. 

• Tim asked, “Well, how was the reunion?” 

• “It was one of the saddest experiences of my life.” 

• “Good grief, what happened?” 

• “It wasn’t what happened, but what didn’t happen. It has been 40 years, 40 years – and they haven’t 
changed. They had simply gained weight, changed clothes, gotten jobs…but they hadn’t really changed. And 
what I experienced was maybe one of the most tragic things I could ever imagine about life. For reasons I 
can’t fully understand, it seems as though some people choose not to change.” 

• There was a long silence as they walked to the car.  

• On the drive home, Tim’s friend said: 

• “I never, never want that to be said of me, Tim. Life is too precious, too sacred, too important. If you ever see 
me go stagnant like that, I hope you give me a quick, swift kick where I need it – for Christ’s sake. I hope 
you’ll love me enough to challenge me to keep growing.” 
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II. WHAT DOES ACCEPTING LIMITATIONS LOOK LIKE FOR YOU? 
 
Philippians 2:7b (ESV) being born in the likeness of men.  
 
A. Jesus was "born in the likeness of men" meaning that He chose to accept the limitations that a human body 
brought. 
 

• Limitations in our lives will always focus on: 
1. Place – where God leads you to invest 
2. People – who God wants you to serve and serve with 
3. Purpose – what God has led you to focus on 
4. Priorities – things which are most important now 

 
B. What does accepting limitations look like for you?  
 

• What changes will be necessary if you limit yourself to God's clear purposes? 

• What will it look like to let go of an area of service that has become very comfortable? 

• How can you help others to accept the limitation of not always getting to do what they would prefer? 
 
III. WHAT DOES THIS SEASON OF OBEDIENCE LOOK LIKE FOR YOU? 
 
Philippians 2:8A (ESV)  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death,  
 
A. Jesus became "obedient" which means that He aligned himself with what was needed for the (a) place, (b) people,  
     (c) purpose, and (d) priorities of the season He was in. 
 
B. What does obedience to a place, people, purpose, and priorities look like for you?  
 

• What are your thoughts about the (a) place, (b) purpose, (c) priorities, and (d) people that you feel God may 
be asking you to serve? 

• Do you feel God may have "set you up" for new forms of obedience?  
Example: Moses was driven from Egypt and had to learn the role of shepherd, which led to being sent back to 
Egypt. 

• When have you felt “set up” by God, being led somewhere that you thought was a path to something else? 
 
IV. WHAT IS GOD CALLING YOU TO SACRIFICIALLY COMMIT TO HIM? 
 
Philippians 2:8B (ESV) becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  
 
A. It was necessary for Jesus to enter into deep sacrifice in order to fulfill His earthly destiny. 
 
B. What is God calling you (and your ministry team) to sacrificially commit to?  
 

• Have you accepted the principle that dying is typically necessary before fruitfulness? 

• What is God calling you to "die" to? 
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ILL. Man that Prepared, from Stories of the Heart and Home, Dobson, p. 240: 
 

• Rev. Everett Howard talked about the difference between planning and preparing. 

• He spent many years as a missionary to the Cape Verde Islands off the west coast of Africa. 

• After he had spent 36 years of fruitful missionary service, he shared a wonderful secret. 

• When he was a young boy of 16, he knew God had called him. 

• But he didn't know where or when or what God wanted. 

• He went to the church and wrote a list of commitments that would please God on a piece of paper, then laid 
it on the altar. 

• God spoke and told him to tear up that paper and simply sign a blank piece of paper. 
 

• Quote: Rev. Everett Howard:  
 

"Maybe I'm glad that I didn't know what was going to be written on the page. Things like lying sick in the lonely 
mountains of the Cape Verde Islands, burning up with fever, with no medicine and no doctor, and the closest 
hospital more than 3,000 miles away. And the famine, when almost a third of the population in our part of the 
country had starved to death, when money wasn't coming through and we had nine months without one single 
check or penny and everything we owned had to be sold in order to live. That wasn't written on the page until 
the time came. But, you know, there was no depression. Those were the most blessed days, because God was 
there! And if I could turn around and do it again, I'd go very step of the way that we've traveled for the last 36 
years. 
 
"To those who are listening…, I hope you will also put your name at the bottom of a blank sheet of paper and let 
God fill it in. Especially if you're worried about who you should marry or where to go to school or what training 
you should get, and all those questions which cause young people to struggle. You don't know the answers to 
such questions and neither do I. If I tried to tell you what to do it would probably be wrong. But God knows. Let 
Him fill in the page, regardless of where He leads or the difficulties you will experience. And of this I am 
absolutely confident: The Lord will make His purposes and plans known in plenty of time for you to heed them." 

 
V. WHAT DOES TRUSTING GOD FOR FUTURE OUTCOMES LOOK LIKE FOR YOU? 
 
Philippians 2:9 (ESV) Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, 
 
A. When we have… 
 …released our privileges, 
 …accepted our place, 
 …learned new points of obedience, and 
 …entered into sacrifice, 
 …we have to trust God to do what only He can do! 
 
B. What does trusting God for future outcomes look like for you?  
 

• How can you embrace patient endurance while you have not yet experienced the fruit of your labor? 

• Who can you surround yourself with that will help you trust God for future outcomes? 
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APPLICATION: 
 
A. One of the greatest marks of maturity is the ability to see, and invest, into what God is doing in our lives 
personally. 
 
ILL. Leader's Insight: My Little Shark Hunter, from Phil Callaway: 
 

• Ever since he was knee high to a Doberman, Phil's son Steve was fearless.  

• Take him to the ocean and he'd jump in looking for sharks.  

• Take him to the mountains and he'd see how high he could climb.  

• One day when he was five, I watched in horror as he jumped off a roof—a garbage bag duct-taped to his 
back.  

• Phil wondered for years what God would make of their son.  

• Would he call him to be a crash-test dummy?  

• A professional bungee jumper?  

• Or would he fulfill every North American parent's dream by settling down in a huge house with a nice wife 
and provide us some grandchildren to spoil? 

• The unexpected answer arrived by e-mail one day: 
"Dear Dad and Mom,  
I just want you to know that I met a couple nice girls and we're planning on being married. In Utah. 
Not really. But I did meet Lucy. You'll like her a lot. It's surprising how quickly you can find a Justice of 
the Peace down here. Lucy owns a tattoo parlor, but seldom works. Her father won some money in a 
lottery, so she's set for life. I won't need to work anymore either. I've bought a Mercedes convertible 
and you'll be happy to know I put a chrome fish on the bumper.  
If you haven't fainted yet, here's the truth. It may be more shocking. In the country of Uganda, the 
Lord's Resistance Army is committing atrocities against children that are too awful for me to put in this 
letter. Over the years they've abducted 50,000 kids and turned the ones they haven't murdered into 
soldiers. I'd like to work with street children in Kampala. I'll be living with local missionaries. It will 
mean lots of needles and I'll need to raise a little money too. Dad, you told me once that Jesus came 
to comfort us, not to make us comfortable. I guess I've been comforted enough; it's time to offer some 
to others.  
Your son, Steve" 

• And so one month ago, we hugged our firstborn son goodbye as he embarked on a grand adventure half a 
world away…. It's funny the questions people ask when they hear he's in Uganda. "Aren't you worried about 
his safety?" I have my moments. Check a list of the most dangerous spots on earth and Uganda nears the top. 
But is safety what we're here for? Isn't Complacency the most dangerous place on earth? Isn't Suburbia 
sucking the life out of our teenagers more than any foreign country ever could? 

• I sat with a missionary the other day who is pouring her life out in Pakistan, patching bodies and souls for 
Jesus. She's the only missionary in her area whose parents support her being there.  
I must be honest: I understand.  

• There are times I'd rather Steve was home making good money. 

• Yet I cannot hope for more than this: that my children will hear God's voice despite a noisy culture, and that 
they will obey. 
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RESPONSE: 
 

• Do you have conviction that God has placed you here at our church? 

• Are you passionate to lead here at our church? 

• Would you like to develop your gifts through a mentoring relationship? 

• If so, please fill out the response card we have given you.  

• If you would like to become a greater influence in your home, church, work, or community, please sign up! 
 

• We will email you an overview of the Spirit-Empowered Leaders certification. 

• You will receive a personal invitation to become a part of a monthly Mentoring Circle, where you can develop 
as a leader. 

 


