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MENTORS HELP US SEE WHAT WE CAN BE 
 

Series: Mentoring that Leaves a Legacy  
(Message 1 of 4) 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
A. Inborn within every person, and especially within every believer in Christ, is a burning desire to impact the 

destinies of people in our world. 
 
ILL.  Sociological Survey of Elderly: 
 

• Tony Campolo gave a talk in which he referred to a project he led while a Sociology professor at  
Eastern University in St. David’s Pennsylvania.  

• He and his students asked 50 elderly people, age 95 and older, how they might change the way they had 
lived if they had a chance to do it all over. 

• They were asked the simple question:  
“If you had the opportunity to live your life over again, what would you do differently?” 

• It wasn't a check box kind of survey. 

• They sat down and wrote out what they would do differently. 

• There were 3 recurring answers to their question: 
 1.  They said they wished they had spent more time with family and friends. 
 2.  They said they wished they had taken more risks. 
 3.  They said they wished they had chosen to live for more things that would live on after them. 

 
If those things will be important to you at the age of 95, they really should be important to you now. 
Ask yourself these questions: 

1. Who should you be spending more time with?  
2. What should you step out and attempt that seems a little frightening?  
3. Who could you invest in that will produce fruit that lives on after you are gone? 

 
B. In this series, we will focus on connecting our lives with others so that they can become all that God intends for 

them. 
 

• There are people in your life that may never become what God intends them to become unless you come 
alongside them and help them invest into God's destiny for their lives. 

• One of the first marks of Christian maturity is the understanding that God has called us to come alongside 
others to help them see their life from God's perspective. 

 
C. Sooner or later, almost everyone looks for someone, specifically a mentor, who can help them become what they 

cannot become on their own. 
 

• People cannot be what they cannot see. 

• Everyone needs someone to come alongside them and help them see and invest into their destiny. 
 
 
ILL. Lifetime Achievement Award for Mr. Rogers 
 

• Fred Rogers, better known to us as Mr. Rogers from Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood, was an ordained 
Presbyterian minister whose mission was to take Christ into media.  
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• When Mr. Rogers was presented with the Lifetime Achievement Award at the 1997 Emmy Awards, he said, 
“All of us have special ones who have loved us into being.” And then in his unique style, he asked, “Would 
you just take, along with me, ten seconds to think of the people who have helped you become who you are? 
... Ten seconds of silence.  I’ll watch the time.”  

• As he looked at his watch for those ten seconds, the camera panned the audience. You could see misty eyes 
throughout, as powerful men and women thought of the people who had believed in them, come alongside 
their lives, and helped them become what they could never have become on their own. 

 
D. When Paul penned the letter we know as 2 Timothy, it would be his last letter before Nero had him put to death: 
 

• Paul was writing from the Mamertine Prison in Rome. 

• Paul is well into his 60's and Timothy, to whom he is writing, in nearing forty. 

• Paul was chained and standing in human filth, and yet his concern went beyond his own comfort to Timothy 
who needed help to see what God was doing in his life. 

• Timothy was pastoring the church in Ephesus; a town known for its brutality toward believers. 

• Without Paul's help, Timothy would be unable to see and fulfill God's purposes in his life. 
 
 
T.S.: This message is about how to help others see and commit to what they can be: 
 
2 Timothy 1:5-7 (ESV) 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and 
your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift 
of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love 
and self-control. 
 
 
I. GREAT MENTORS HELP OTHERS SEE THAT GOD HAS BEEN AT WORK IN THEIR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE 
 
A. Paul helped Timothy see that God had been at work in his past, was working in his present,  
     and was equipping him to move into his future. 
 
B. A person's destiny will be fully tied to how they see their past, present and future possibilities: 
 

1. Joseph had to see his past from God's perspective. 
 

Genesis 50:20 (ESV) As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 
many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 
 
2. Timothy had to see his present from God's perspective. 

 
2 Timothy 1:7 (ESV) for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 

 
3. Simon had to see his future from God's perspective. 

 
John 1:42 (ESV) He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall 
be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

 
ILL.  Howard Hendricks teacher, from More Stories for the Heart, p. 46: 
 

• Howard Hendricks served as an outstanding professor of Dallas Theological Seminary. 

• He mentored many leaders like Chuck Swindoll and others who would make a huge impact in the world. 
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• By the time Howard had reached the 5th grade he was a marked student. 

• His teacher, Miss Simon, would say, “Howard, you are the worst behaved child in this school.” 

• Howard lived up to her expectations. 

• After he graduated from the 5th grade, he was sent to Miss Noe’s 6th grade class. 

• She said, “I’ve heard a lot about you... But I don’t believe a word of it.” 

• Howard recalls how that one moment became a major turning point in his life. 

• He said, “I tell you, that moment was a fundamental turning point, not only in my education, but in my life.  
Suddenly, unexpectedly, someone believed in me.  For the first time in my life, someone saw potential in me.  
Miss Noe put me on special assignments.… Everyone likes the end product of mentoring…. but how many of 
us want to deal with the person at the front end of the process?” 
 

C. Mentoring Truth: It is easier for us to believe that God can use someone else before He can use us. 
 
 
II. GREAT MENTORS HELP OTHERS COMMIT TO GOD'S VISION FOR THEIR LIVES 
 
A. We all have voices in our lives that compete for control of us. 
 
B. The only way to overcome the wrong voices in our lives is to replace them with the voice of Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (ESV) 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 4 For the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments 
and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 
 
C. When a person embraces the right voice, and commits accordingly, great fruitfulness follows. 
 
John 12:24 (ESV) Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit. 
 

• The grain is your life. 

• The dying is your commitment 

• The earth is the place, people, purpose, and priorities of your commitment 

• The fruit is your destiny. 

• When we commit to the voice of God in our lives, He begins to put all the broken pieces together. 
 
D. Mentoring Truth: The first step to helping someone connect with God is to help them trust His voice. 
 
Quote: Charles Swindoll, Saying It Well, p. 11:  
  
“A clear sense of calling rarely comes with a detailed plan. In most cases, God supplies only one detail: the next step. 
I’ve noticed that’s where a lot of people become paralyzed. They refuse to release what they have, or walk away 
from where they are without first receiving a detailed vision of their destination. They want the entire journey 
handed to them in a mental map before committing to the first step. Consequently, some never fulfill their calling. 
Those who do embrace their calling as more than a pipe dream sometimes fail to take the first step because they do 
not trust their own instincts, or do not trust God to sustain them along their journey through the unknown. Initially, 
we do not know where the calling will take us, but the first step flashes like a bright neon sign.” 
 
APPLICATION: 
 
A. Who do you know, either close or distant, that you believe God is calling you to come alongside and  
     help them hear and accept God's voice in their lives? 
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• Just between you and God, grab a piece of paper and write down their names. 

• Let's take literally 60 seconds for us to consider who we should intentionally invest our lives into. 
B. Sooner or later, it dawns upon most people that they desperately need a mentor in their lives.  

• People are looking for someone who can help them make sense of their past, face their present and guide 
them into the future.  

• Many may start out like so many of the early American settlers, focused on making it on their own, but most 
end up with a clear understanding that success in life never really happens in a vacuum.  

• We need others to help, and we especially need mentors. 
 
 
ILL. The Story of David Gyertson 
 

• Dave’s credentials are impressive: He served as the founding president of Regent University and also served 
as president of both Taylor University (Indiana) and Asbury College. 

• Few would guess that Dave's formative years were filled with rejection and hurt. 

• When Dave was thirteen years old, he was forced out of his home.  

• His mother was mentally unbalanced and his father was a drunk. One difficult day, Dave came home from 
school and found all his belongings outside, and his mother screaming at him from the front of the house 
that he would never be any good and would have to leave.  

• This thirteen-year-old boy was put out by his mom, but was soon graciously taken into the home of Jim and 
Marianne Pointer.  

• It wasn’t long after Dave moved into his new home with the Pointers that he was ready to take his own life. 
Jim sensed something was happening, and asked Dave to sit and talk with him.  

• Dave said bluntly that it was clear to him that nobody gave a darn about him (he used a more descriptive 
adjective) and that even his mother and father had rejected him.   

• Jim wisely took him to Psalm 27:10 and showed him those encouraging words that tell us, “Though my father 
and mother forsake me, the LORD will receive me.”  

• That was the turning point for Dave. To this day, Dave does not have a high school diploma. Jim used his 
influence and got him into a Bible college, where Dave was surrounded by strong believers that helped him 
understand who he was in Christ.  

• From there Dave went on ultimately to receive his Ph.D. from Michigan University. Dave’s influence as a 
mentor now is deeply rooted in his history, and in his ability to navigate his present and future direction with 
faith and wisdom. 

 
 
C. Our church will be launching a mentoring ministry. 
 
RESPONSE: 
 

• Do you have conviction that God has placed you here at our church? 

• Are you supportive of the vision of this church? 

• Are you passionate to lead here at our church? 

• Would you like to develop your gifts through a mentoring relationship? 

• If so, please fill out the response card we have given you.  

• If you would like to become a greater influence in your home, church, work, or community, please sign up! 
 

• We will email you an overview of the Spirit-Empowered Leaders certification. 

• You will receive a personal invitation to become a part of a monthly Mentoring Circle, where you can develop 
as a leader. 


