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Ahab – The Pouting King 

(I Kings 20-21) 

 

Here we are with two more stories in I Kings that are distant from us in thought and culture. The common thread in these 

chapters is Ahab’s reaction to God’s direction – “resentful and sullen” (20:43) and “vexed and sullen” (21:4). The first incident 

looked like a good diplomatic maneuver, but it was not according to God’s law. The second was an attempted land grab that 

did not respect Naboth or the law. The first incident can be a little mysterious to us, but Ahab would have known what he was 

doing was wrong. The second has the potential to hit a little closer to home. 

 

Chapter 20 is a description of a war between Syria and Israel. It is told in four scenes; two scenes of negotiation bookend two 

battles. This is one of those chapters in the Bible that looks one way for most of the story and suddenly turns at the end. After 

the king of Syria overstepped his authority (first negotiation) and provoked Israel, he lost two battles. Ahab shows mercy to 

the King of Syria (normally a good thing in the Bible), but that is not what he should have done. We understand that this is a 

war about the holiness of God (see vs. 13 – “they shall see that I am the Lord.”). This puts the events in the category of Saul 

and Agag when Saul was to kill everyone.  

 

It is hard for us to get around what we would consider genocide. That problem is for another day. Taking the text as it is, we 

learn from the last two scenes (vs. 35-43) that Ahab has been like the fool who was “busy here and there” and failed in de-

voting what he should have to God. 

 

Chapter 21 is more familiar to many of us. The taking of Naboth’s vineyard. Once again Ahab knew the law and the tradition 

of inherited land. Rather than accept it, he pouted. This got the attention of his wife, Jezebel, who had no respect for the law 

of God. It may be too much to say that he did this intentionally, knowing she may act, but it cannot be ruled out. 

 

Humanity has a long steady record of getting others to do what we do not want to do – especially those things that allow us to 

keep our hands clean while getting what we want. Property rights have nearly always favored the better off. It has only been 

recently that “poor neighborhoods” have not been regularly targeted for eminent domain. It is well known that those who 

have the inside track on planning take advantage of that knowledge to the harm of those who do not.  

 

It is common for us to elect officials without scruples to pass laws that advantage their donors. Such as tax breaks on 

$100,000.00 electric vehicles (like they need another tax break) or supporting someone who speaks crudely and harshly about 

“foreigners”, or any other group of people while preaching about loving our neighbor. 

 

Being a follower of Christ will guarantee that you will not always get your way – either because it does not reflect the holiness 

of God or because we must act in love toward each other. Pouting is never a good look, and it can do more harm than we 

could ever imagine. Same goes with responding sympathetically to it. Jesus does not strike me as one who was sullen, vexed, 

and resentful. Follow Him. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-TN (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USMC                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                    Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, September 19, 2021                                 

Cong. Reading: Micah 7:18-19                
Do All In The Name of the Lord                          

He Is Able To Deliver Thee                                                            
Prayer—Keith Tapp                                    

Children’s Song                                          
There’s Not A Friend                                          

How Deep The Father’s Love                                                               

Lord’s Supper                                               
Presiding LS: Terry Hampton    
Serving LS: D. Stubblefield                  
Kivil Brown   James Allen                            
B. Kittinger    Danny Lutz                          

Contribution                                       
Jesus Is Coming Soon                              

Magnificat                                                      

Scripture: I Kings 21:1-4 Darin            
Prayer— Brock Shoulders                                           

Lesson: Sean Niestrath                             
All Things Are Ready                                                    

Benediction:  The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

September:                    

Q. Stephenson             

R. Dillingham 

Communion Prep: 

Niestrath 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class:  67      

Worship: 113            

Contribution: 

$4916.00                   

Wednesday: 63 

September 19, 2021 

 Monitor:  Johnny Allen

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Barry Webb 

 

Sunday, September 26, 2021          

Prayer: Larry Stone                  

Prayer: Byron Pruitt                      

Scripture:  Brock Shoulders 

Monitor: Butch Blanton    

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: D. Stubblefield-

Serving:  Terry Hampton 

Kivil Brown   James Allen          

B. Kittinger   Danny Lutz 

Sound Booth—Landon Duggin 

Upcoming Events: 

Sept 25—Cookout @ Ronny & Cindy’s house                                                                                                  

October 23—Evansville Hockey Game                                                                                                       

October 29—Halloween Party @ Teel’s                                                                                                           

November 5-7—Celebration 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sept 23—Terry Hampton 

Sept 24—Micah Bridgman 

Sept 25—Mariah Blanton 

Sept 25—Jim & Eileen Miller 

Sunday PM:  Psalm 8 (Roger) 

 

Calendar:  

Sept 21—DBSA Meeting 

Sept 25—Youth Cookout @ Stubbs 

October 4—Ministry Meeting 

October 5—DBSA Meeting 

 

MAGI boxes due back WEDNESDAY! 

Sign up on bulletin board to 

donate to the Door of 

Hope’s annual Walk 4 Life!!! 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 

 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
  
                                     
                                       Illness/Injury: 
       —Diana Adams                             
       —Paul Stone                             —Wanda Duncan  
       —Angela Swanson                    

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath,                                           

Sandy Pilon, Richard Grogan 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

—Bob Deal, Gaye’s nephew, surgery for aneurism.  
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