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Love Each Other This Much 

(I John 3:11-18) 

 

One of the tasks I believe I have as a preacher is to shed light on Scripture so that it makes sense. Sometimes that may mean 

starting with a text and attempting to say what it means. Sometimes that means starting with as many of the threads of 

thought that fed into the writing so that when we read it, we better understand its meaning. I do this with most texts but only 

have time (22:30) to share a window. Today the window is going to focus on some of the background and input so that we 

may better understand what John is saying. 

 

I John 3:10 ends this way, “…whoever does not do right is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.” In the follow-

ing verses John tells us the degree to which we are to love each other. He uses a form of antithesis to make a powerful state-

ment concerning love. 

 

He does this by invoking the name of Cain and using strong language. This is one of those texts in which it is nearly impossible 

to feel the force of John’s vocabulary and argument. He uses the extreme of hatred and murder (a particularly vicious and 

offensive type of murder) to teach us how much we are to love. 

 

When we read the name of Cain in 3:12, most of us rightly think back to Genesis 4 where Cain lured his brother Abel into a 

field and killed him. What is missing for nearly all of us is what Cain represented to those who would have read John’s letter 

soon after he wrote it. What is also missing is the vocabulary which is weakened some by most of our translations. 

 

There was a set of traditions that had grown up around Cain and the murder of his brother. The way John talks about this indi-

cates that he intended to bring those traditions to mind. The word he uses for murder is one that is reserved for particularly 

offensive types of murder – fratricide and ritual sacrifice. It is difficult to get more extreme that this. He stands this in opposi-

tion to the degree of love we are to have for each other. Cain sacrificed his brother because he was of the devil. Jesus sacri-

ficed himself for us because he is of God. That is how much we are to love each other. 

 

In between comparing Cain’s “sacrifice” for his own benefit and Jesus’ sacrifice for ours he uses the contrast of death and life. 

We, if we love each other have passed from death to life. The implication is that if we do not love each other as Christ loved 

us, we are dead. It is as strong a message as anywhere in the Bible concerning the importance of loving each other. 

 

This is not a coddling sort of love. It is self-sacrificial love that understands we have great capacity to injure each other but we 

love anyway. The great problem we have today is that we are quite willing to accept this type of love and expect it from oth-

ers, but are hesitant to live that way ourselves. 

 

John says that it can be seen in how we use our material blessings and how we treat each other. Saying, “I love you,” and not 

acting consistently in love is empty. “Let us not love in word or speech but in deed and in truth.” 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-TN (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USMC                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                    Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, September 12, 2021                                 

Cong. Reading: I Cor. 13:4-7               
Love Lifted Me                                        

You’re Worthy of My Praise                        
Prayer—Ronny Stubblefield                     

Children’s Song                                          
Glory To God Forever                                   
My Jesus, I Love Thee                                   

Lord’s Supper                                               
Presiding LS: D. Stubblefield            
Serving LS: Terry Hampton                   
Kivil Brown   James Allen                            
B. Kittinger    Danny Lutz                          

Contribution                                       
They’ll Know We Are Christians... 

Scripture: I John 3:11-15 Wayne 
Prayer— Barry Webb                                 

Lesson: Sean Niestrath                             
Be With Me, Lord                                                       

Benediction:  The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

September:                    

Q. Stephenson             

R. Dillingham 

Communion Prep: 

Niestrath 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class:         

Worship:              

Contribution: 

Wednesday:  

September 12, 2021 

 Monitor:  Zach Pressley

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Darin Swaidner 

 

Sunday, September 19, 2021          

Prayer: Keith Tapp                  

Prayer: Brock Shoulders 

Scripture:  Darin Swaidner 

Monitor: Johnny Allen               

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: Terry Hampton-

Serving:  D. Stubblefield    

Kivil Brown   James Allen          

B. Kittinger   Danny Lutz 

Sound Booth—Barry Webb 

Upcoming Events: 

Sept 25—Cookout @ Ronny & Cindy’s house                                                                                                  

October 23—Evansville Hockey Game                                                                                                       

October 29—Halloween Party @ Teel’s                                                                                                           

November 5-7—Celebration 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sept 12—Jon Stubblefield 

Sept 13—Bruce Unland 

Sept 14—Katie Ferguson 

Sept 16—Gavin Goad 

Sept 18—Elizabeth Webb 

Sept 18—Butch Blanton 

Sunday PM:  “The Way of the Righteous and the Wicked” Psalm 1  

 

Calendar:  

Sept 7—DBSA Meeting 

Sept 21—DBSA Meeting 

Sept 25—Youth Cookout @ Stubbs 

October 4—Ministry Meeting 

 

MAGI boxes due back September 22! 

Sign up on bulletin board to 

donate to the Door of 

Hope’s annual Walk 4 Life!!! 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 

 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
  
                                     
                                       Illness/Injury: 
       —Johnny Osborn                      —Diana Adams                               
       —Paul Stone                             —Wanda Duncan  
       —Angela Swanson                   —Dustin Ray 

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath,                                           

Sandy Pilon, Richard Grogan 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

—Continue to remember Pam Wiggin’s family in your prayers. 
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