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A Withered Vine 

(Ezekiel 15-19; Genesis 49:8-12; John 15:1-11) 

 

Ezekiel 16 may be the most difficult chapter to read aloud in the entire Bible. It is so brutal and graphic in its description of Judah’s 

unfaithfulness that even the Rabbis prohibited its reading in public. It is one of those chapters that caused the Puritans to forbid 

reading of the Bible by their children, lest they stumble on a passage like this. It is language not suited for “decent” folks. Yet, it is 

there – in all its vulgar, embarrassing, crude condemnation of a people who had forgotten who they were. In my opinion it well 

describes much of our society today as groups of people (Christians even) lurch from one faddish extreme to another and lower 

our IQ by watching “influencers” on YouTube and TikTok.  

 

This section of Ezekiel, as is the rest of the book, is highly organized and structured so that it is easy to grasp; even if the material is 

difficult to process. It begins and ends with a vine that has become useless and only good now for burning. In between there are 

three discussions of Judah’s unfaithfulness – (an unfaithful spouse, a desperate nation, questioning God’s justice). At the end of 

each of these harsh indictments is a brief message of promise and hope for healing. 

 

The image of the vine as associated with Judah is part of the blessings of Jacob to his sons in Genesis 49. It is a common theme of 

the prophets to refer to Judah as a vineyard given special attention by God but did not produce the fruit of faithfulness. Ezekiel’s 

words to Judah continue to be unpopular and hard to deliver and hear.  

 

The themes of chapters 16-18 are still with us today. We take what God has given to us and use it to promote ourselves and seek 

acceptance. We sometimes turn our backs on the families, churches, and communities that give us our character and tools for life. 

We can be ungrateful and unfaithful creatures taking what God has given to us and using it to attract those who do not care about 

us or our God. 

 

We are lured by power and influence to align ourselves with powers that know or care nothing about the good news of Christ. We 

do not take disappointment well either. When people fail us, we have a difficult time helping them so that it does not happen 

again. We have a hard time adjusting our view of God when we learn that he is not who we thought he was.  

 

The Good News is that we have an opportunity to turn from our unfaithfulness and be renewed in Christ. In John’s Gospel Jesus 

says, “I am the vine and you are the branches.” This harkens all the way back to Jacob’s blessing of Judah, “The scepter shall not 

depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs, and to him shall be the obedi-

ence of the peoples.” (Gen. 49:10). 

 

We are called to stay attached to the vine to bear the fruit of faithfulness. It is from this that all other fruit is borne. If we do not 

abide in the one true vine our fate will be the same as that of Judah, “If a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch 

and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire and burned.” There is hope for all of us. Even in the most con-

demning messages of the prophets there is always a way back because we serve a God who loves us enough to tell us who we 

really are. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-RI (Shoulders)                                  Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)                        Hans Niestrath-USNA                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                             Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Derek Brothers, (Partlow)                                  (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, August 9, 2020                                 

Congreg. Reading: Hosea 14:4-7         
A New Anointing                               

Blessed Be Your Name              
Prayer—                                                         

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                                               

Be Unto Your Name                               
Scripture: Ezekiel 15:1-6 Brock             

Prayer—Kivil Brown                                   
No Children’s Church                                                                                                                    

Lesson: Sean Niestrath                          
A Shield About Me                                

Come Share The Lord                          
Lord’s Supper                                                                                         

Presiding:  Terry Hampton                    
Prayer for Contribution                             

Benediction: John 15:5, 7-8 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case 

you are needed to 

serve as a sub for the 

Lord’s Supper  

August:                           

D. Stubblefield  

Q. Stephenson  

 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 0             

Worship:  96             

Contribution: 

$5560.00                 

Wednesday: 39 

August 9, 2020 

 Monitor: Barry Webb 

 Nursery: none                               

Children’s Church: none               

Sound Booth: Duggin 

 

Sunday, August 16, 2020           

Prayer:  Q. Stephenson                                         

Prayer: Kenneth Ashby            

Scripture:  Steve Stoltz          

Monitor: Wayne Adams 

Nursery: none                                  

Children’s Church: none            

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: Byron Pruitt 

Sound Booth—Tim Teel 

   —At 7pm on Sunday nights the youth group is doing an online Bible study through                                          
   video chat.  This week we are looking  at verses 1 through 12 of James chapter 3 and talk
   ing about controlling the tongue.                                                                   
   —At 5pm on Wednesday night the guys are doing an online Bible study about finding 
   God during the highs and lows of life. At 7:30pm on Wednesday night Kenna is doing 
   an online Bible study with the girls based on the book Grace is Greater by Kyle                       
   Idleman.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
   —The youth group is doing games through video chat every Friday at 2pm. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

August 10—Evan Ashby 

August 10—Terry & Dianne Goodale 

August 11—Byron Pruitt 

 

 

Aug. 14—Stubblefield Reception 

August 19—SS: Stan Colley 

Aug 22—Outdoor Movie Night 

 

 

 

Expecting Parents: 

Maggie & Rusty Stallins—GIRL—Oct 14 

No Sunday PM Services 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Anna Etta Brown, Ruth Shoulders,                                                                                                      

Ann Alderson, Don & Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon 

Boxes due back September 13. 

Outdoor Movie Night! 

Saturday, August 22nd 

7:30pm, @ the building.  

Our Wednesday night classes will begin on August 26.  We will offer the following classes: 
Auditorium Adult Class  
Ladies Class  
Youth Class  (6th-College)  
PreK-5th  
2 – 4 year olds  

Teachers for these classes will be listed in next week’s bulletin.  Once we have all our teachers, you can 
check with the teacher for details/expectations concerning your class.   
Sunday morning classes are tentatively planned to begin on November 1. 
 
WKYC WORK WEEKEND 
Pennyrile has reserved WKYC for Friday-Saturday evening, September 11-12.  Friday evening will be spent 
relaxing and visiting.  Saturday will be spent working on projects and enjoying some down time as well.  Our 
plan is for housing to be assigned according to family units (A family will have a cabin to themselves).  Let 
Ronny know if you plan to attend or if you have questions. 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429 barry.webb@ge.com                     

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
 
 
  
Serious Illness/Injury: 
Rita Frazier, lung cancer, Barbara’s SIL        Kim Feltner, Tim’s sister 
Bryce Alexander, leukemia                           Michael Skultety, cancer, Jane                     
Marvin Gallagher                                           Mike Bright, health issues                              
Ruffin Chandler                                             George Teel, cancer                                       
Keith Roberts, cancer, EJ                              Betty & Kim Stanley                                       
Bruce Coleson, MS                                        Makenzie Carson, L. Russell                          
Ed Wallace, liver transplant                            Brady Cobb, intestinal problems                    
Barbara Lynch, Shelia                                   Charles Smallwood, Micki’s father                
Jonathan Allen, MS                                       Rodney Householder                                    
Tracy Thorp, cancer                                       Aaron Reding, ALS                                        
Mack Shearn                                                  Jeff Travis, health                                          
Ronnie Lear, COPD                                       Hannah Gates, heart surgery                         
Sherry Mitchell, cancer                                   Wayne Warszona, Parkinson’s                      
Pam Wiggins, cancer                                     Barbie Kern, Carol’s sister, cancer                 
Connie Armstrong, cancer                            Mark Martin, mesothelioma                            
Andrea Kane, cancer                                      Kathy Lawrence                                             
Sandra Hawkins, cancer                               Bob Reis, MS                                                 
Richard Grogan , Barbara S.                         Diana Adams                                                 
Linda Turner, cancer                                      Dustin Ray, cancer                                        
Chesley Castleberry, cancer, EJ                   Aliyah Copeland, Palmer’s gd                        
Monica Seke, liver, Kenya                              Bill Long, cancer, Goodale                            
Samantha Morris, cancer, Stanleys               Paul Stone, Larry’s brother                             
Lisa Russell, blindness                                  Terry Rhye, Bruce’s brother, back                  
Mark Scott, C.Chillcut’s brother                      Dave Webb, very ill                                         
Lana Fisher, lymphoma D.Warszona             Shelia Hampton                                              
Martha Thomas, stroke, T. Hampton              Micki Clark, cancer 
 
 

 
 

 
 

—Melissa Blanton’s friend’s son, Jacks Duke, had his 3rd open heart surgery last week 

(at 2 years old). 

—PRAISE: Marvin & Lourdes are both now negative for Covid. 
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