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Practicing Christianity 

(Matthew 6) 

 

One of the great differences in apologists from the ancient world from many of those today is the focus on life-style. We men-

tioned this a few weeks ago. Many Christian apologists today spend their energy on winning an argument about the existence 

of God, or how creation happened, or why we should adhere to a particular doctrine. This would have been strange to nearly 

all the apologists during the first three centuries of the church’s existence. 

 

Getting people to believe what the Christians taught was not nearly as difficult as defending believers against the rumors and 

falsehoods spread around. Their apologies were not based on a belief system – that was easy. The apologies were based on 

focusing on Christian’s behavior and their good citizenship. Good citizenship until tokens of worship of the emperor were re-

quired – but even then, some made a good case for followers of Christ. 

 

It was not what Christians believed that set them apart. It was their behavior. This is the reason I believe, that outside of Acts, 

there is very little in the New Testament about the process of becoming a Christian. Initiation by washing (baptism) into an 

organization or religion was not uncommon. It would have been understood intuitively by both Jews and Gentiles. There was 

a distinctive with Christian baptism in that it involved the strength of receiving the Holy Spirit. Cyprian saw his baptism as the 

key to making his change in life habits possible. 

 

The early Christians understood that they needed to change their way of living. They had to retrain their minds and their bod-

ies to act and react to the world in new ways. This new way of acting was not easy to do but it was easy to recognize when 

they did it. When Peter tells his readers to, “Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls you to account for 

the hope that is in you…” (I Peter 3:15), he was not referring to what they believed but rather how they acted. Notice later he 

says, “keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are abused, those who revile your good behavior will be put to shame.” 

 

The Sermon on the Mount not only sets the life of a disciple apart from the Pharisees, but those attitudes and practices set 

them apart from everyone and every other civic organization and religion.  

 

Christianity is not a philosophical approach to life. It is not only a particular set of beliefs. It is to be practiced. We learn and 

shape that practice in the things that we do and see and hear whenever we gather. We then live in such a way as to be dis-

tinctive from those around us. Focusing on doctrine has a tendency to divide us. What we read in the New Testament tells us 

what to do because we believe that Jesus is our King. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-RI (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USNA                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                    Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, August 8, 2021                                 

Cong. Reading: Matthew 6:9-13                                       
Sweet Hour of Prayer                                         

Did You Think To Pray?                                
Prayer—Kivil Brown                                     

Children’s Song                                                 
On Bended Knee                                                  

A Beautiful Prayer                                                      

Lord’s Supper                                               
Presiding LS: Byron Pruitt                   

Serving LS: Kenneth Ashby  
Wayne Adams   Johnny Allen  
Butch Blanton    A. Bridgman                

Contribution                                       
What A Friend We Have In Jesus    

Down in the River to Pray                                                     

Scripture: Matthew 6:16-21 Ezra 
Prayer— D. Stubblefield                           
Lesson: Sean Niestrath                             

I Bring My Sins To Thee                                                         
Benediction:  The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

August:                    

Terry Hampton      

D. Stubblefield 

Communion Prep: 

K. Ashby 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 53         

Worship: 84         

Contribution: 

$7439.00                 

Wednesday: 53 

August 8, 2021 

 Monitor:  Pete Shoulders 

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Darin Swaidner 

 

Sunday, August 15, 2021          

Prayer: Steve Stoltz                   

Prayer: E. Seesengood         

Scripture:  Kivil Brown                 

Monitor: Barry Webb                  

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: Kenneth Ashby 

Serving:  Byron Pruitt 

Wayne Adams      J. Allen        

Butch Blanton   A. Bridgman 

Sound Booth—Landon Duggin 

Back To School Blessing: God of knowledge & wisdom, bless all stu-

dents young & old, as they begin a new school year. Help them discover & 

develop the gifts you have given. As they grow in knowledge, help them to 

also grow in kindness & compassion, learning respect for themselves and oth-

ers. Remind us that wherever we go, you are always with us. Fill us with the 

joy of learning so that we may be better equipped to be your servants. Amen. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Aug 8—Izaac Bridgman 

Aug 10—Evan Ashby 

Aug 10—Terry & Dianne Goodale 

Aug 11—Byron Pruitt 

 

Sunday PM:   Examples of Faith Hebrews 11:4-40  

Calendar:  

August 11—1st Day of School 

August 11—SS: Charley Bazzell 

August 17—DBSA Meeting 

August 22—Hosting Providence Singing 

August 27-29—Ocoee Rafting Trip 

August 31—DBSA Meeting 

Be making your plans to attend the Pennyrile Family Retreat at Western Ken-

tucky Youth Camp on the weekend of September 10-12.  All ages are invited to 

attend for part or all of the weekend.  Additional information will be available in 

the coming days.  See Ronny for details. 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 

 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
  
                                     
                                       Illness/Injury: 
       —Pam Wiggins                           —Johnny Osborn                
       —Diana Adams                           —Dustin Ray 

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

—Remember Danny and his family after the passing of his sister, Jo 

Bruce.                                                                                                                                 

—Steve Lutz, gall bladder surgery last Wednesday.                                                   

—Aaron Henson, getting the help he needs.                                                               

—Mike Blankenship, covid                                                                                             

—Roy & Carolyn Qualls, covid                                                                                       

—Sue Teel, surgery on Thursday                                                                                   

—Paul Stone, pneumonia, Gateway Deaconess                                                       

—Connie Skultety, lung cancer                                                                                     

—Keith Chilcutt, Robert’s uncle, health in decline 

mailto:pennyrilecoc@gmail.com
mailto:niestrath@juno.com
mailto:marvinrivera1985@gmail.com
mailto:barry1.webb@gmail.com
mailto:ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com

