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The Problem with Hell 

(Luke 16:19-31) 

 

It is possible for a person to live their entire lives and never go to an art gallery, know the names of very many painters or 

sculptors, and not care one bit about any of it and still have in their minds religious images portrayed by them. Perhaps most 

apparent is our image of what Jesus looked like. When we add medieval and reformation poetry and other writings to the 

mix, we are overwhelmed with interpretations that become reality for most of us. Further, add movies and television images 

and we are in a situation that requires a good bit of unlearning before we can even begin. This is the first problem with hell. It 

is a much stronger, specific, and baggage-filled word than any of those used in the Bible. 

 

The second problem is, like so much of our thinking about the Bible, created by the first. It is important to try and understand 

those words used in the Scripture to get an idea of what hell means: Sheol, Hades, and Gehenna. 

 

Sheol is sometimes translated as hell in the Old Testament, sometimes it is grave, and sometimes it is left alone and translit-

erated. The King James Bible translates it as hell, usually in the Poetic books. It is described as deep (Job 11:8), dark (10:21,22), 

and with bars 17:16). It was a place that people did not want to go but was more associated with nothingness and death than 

with fire. That came later.  

 

Hades is the place of the dead, disembodied souls. Our text today demonstrates this clearly. Whether this is a parable, or an 

event being reported by Jesus, it still gives us a good insight into the concept of Hades in the New Testament. 

 

Gehenna is a word developed from the valley near Jerusalem where child sacrifices were made to the god Molech in the days 

of Ahaz and Manasseh. This word only appears in the gospels. It differs from Hades because it is the place of final judgement. 

In Hades the souls are outside the body, in Gehenna both are destroyed by eternal fire (which does not necessarily mean the 

same as eternal punishment). 

 

It is the third problem with hell that keeps us from talking about it very much anymore. It is a difficult doctrine to accept. So 

much mercy demonstrated by God on the cross . . . and yet . . . hell.  

 

There are a couple of ways we can begin to get our head around this. The first is to be reminded that salvation from anything 

necessarily demands judgment on it. So, if one is to be saved from a tyrant, that tyrant must be judged and brought to justice. 

There are those when brought before the judge are so self-centered, and so unable to discipline themselves to anything but 

their desires that they must be punished. Others will repent and receive appropriate mercy. 

 

The second is to remember that most of our consternation over hell has to do with what happens to everyone else. The real 

concern should be what happens to us. This is worth thinking about. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-TN (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USMC                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                    Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, August 22, 2021                                 

Cong. Reading: Psalm 9:16-18                   
Be Unto Your Name                                             

A New Creature                                                       
Prayer—Q. Stephenson                              

Children’s Song                                          
Praise Him! Praise Him!                              

Beautiful Lamb                                                          

Lord’s Supper                                               
Presiding LS: Byron Pruitt                    

Serving LS: Kenneth Ashby  
Wayne Adams   Johnny Allen  
Butch Blanton    A. Bridgman                

Contribution                                       
Listen To Our Hearts                                                    

Scripture: Luke 16:19-25 Dan                  
Prayer— Roger Matheny                            
Lesson: Sean Niestrath                             

Nearer, My God, to Thee                                                        
Benediction:  The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

August:                    

Terry Hampton      

D. Stubblefield 

Communion Prep: 

K. Ashby 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 74        

Worship: 106         

Contribution: 

$6796.00      

Wednesday: 64 

August 22, 2021 

 Monitor:  Jeremy Duggin 

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Tim Teel 

 

Sunday, August 29, 2021          

Prayer: Dan Rust                    

Prayer: Tim Teel                            

Scripture:  R. Stubblefield  

Monitor:                                       

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: Kenneth Ashby 

Serving:  Byron Pruitt 

Wayne Adams      J. Allen        

Butch Blanton   A. Bridgman 

Sound Booth—Jeremy Duggin 

Ocoee Rafting Trip, this week-

end  Aug 27-29. Check 

Group Me for info and sign 

waiver. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Aug 22—Jennifer Pruitt 

Aug 23—Danny Lutz 

 

 

Sunday PM:   Singing & Potluck with Providence CoC (Here) 

Calendar:  

August 22—Hosting Providence Singing 

August 27-29—Ocoee Rafting Trip 

August 31—DBSA Meeting 

Sept 10-12 PCOC Retreat 

Sept 14—DBSA Meeting 

MAGI boxes due back 

September 22! 

Please sign up for the 

PCOC Churchwide Re-

treat (Sept 10-12) on the 

bulletin board. 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 

 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
  
                                     
                                       Illness/Injury: 
       —Pam Wiggins                           —Johnny Osborn                
       —Diana Adams                           —Dustin Ray                                                
       —Paul Stone                                             

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

—Ray Duggin’s surgery postponed, Sept 1.                                                                  

—Wanda Duncan, broke hip.                                                                                       

—Butch Blanton, outpatient surgery last Thursday. 
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