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No One Born of God Commits Sin . . . Wait . . . What? 

(I John 3:4-10) 

 

There are more than a few readings in Scripture that are difficult. Some are so because they are offensive. Some are so be-

cause we must tease out the culture. Some are because the language is hard to translate. But this one in I John 3:9 is hard 

because we just can’t believe that it is true . . . at least not in the way it hits us first. It appears to go against nearly everything 

else we read about ourselves in Scripture – before we become children of God. 

 

There are a few things at work here. There is context, which is vitally important and a little hard to completely grasp. There is 

that philosophical dualism that we have inherited that affirms that flesh is weak and “bad.” There is two millennia of the 

church using our “sin and guilt” to keep us in line with doctrines of men (from which I cannot seem to escape). And there is 

puritanism sprinkled with just enough “original sin” and Calvinism to convince us that, before anything else, we are once and 

for all – depraved. 

 

These things are true enough that we must accept them and respond. It is true that sin is in the world. It is true that we are 

sinners – as in we fall short of what we were created to be. It is true that as we learn the discipline of Christianity, we make 

mistakes. Hopefully these are not mistakes of conscience and heart, but of weakness and ignorance. 

 

What John says in I John 3:9 is so shockingly wonderful that we simply cannot believe it to be true. All of our learning and ex-

perience teaches us otherwise. This is one of those texts that the lectionary skips over – it is just too hard and raises too many 

questions: or rather, one very interesting one. 

 

The more I have read I John this year, the more I am convinced that this is a letter written to people who were being deceived 

by teachers who were telling them something like, “Unless you believe . . .  then you are not a child of God.” Our culture is 

turning that way again and it is getting difficult for us in ways we could not have imagined just a couple of decades ago. 

 

It is summed up in the thought, “You cannot be a Christian unless you love and accept, without condition, anyone just the way 

they are and not require them to change.” It is important to keep in mind that many of those saying this have only a passing 

acquaintance with the Bible or faith in God or have been so heavily influenced by culture that they have lost their way. There 

are any number of doctrines around “saving the planet” (which is different than caring for it as God commands). There are 

doctrines around what it means to love another person. There are doctrines of identity and economics that cut against a Bibli-

cal world view. It is enough to cause the most faithful of us to doubt and be discouraged. 

 

John reminds us that we are God’s children, born of Him. If we remember this and love each other and do what is right, we 

cannot “miss the mark.” Jesus took care of that for us. It is a time for us not to be distracted by those who do not love God or 

his people, they are “of the devil”. John uses stronger words than I like here, but it is what he says. Have faith, you who have 

been called out of this world, you are God’s children. Love each other. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-TN (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USMC                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                    Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, August 15, 2021                                 

Cong. Reading: Psalm 32:1-2                
10,000 Reasons                                                  

Let Us Adore                                                              
Prayer—Steve Stoltz                                 

Children’s Song                                          
As The Deer Thirsts                                     

Above All                                                   

Lord’s Supper                                               
Presiding LS: Kenneth Ashby 

Serving LS: Byron Pruitt                     
Wayne Adams   Johnny Allen  
Butch Blanton    A. Bridgman                

Contribution                                       
Blessed Be Your Name                           

Fairest Lord Jesus                                               

Scripture: I John 3:4-9 Kivil                       
Prayer— E. Seesengood                     
Lesson: Sean Niestrath                             

Glorify Thy Name                                                         
Benediction:  The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

August:                    

Terry Hampton      

D. Stubblefield 

Communion Prep: 

K. Ashby 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 71         

Worship: 112         

Contribution: 

$3939.75                

Wednesday: 52 

August 15, 2021 

 Monitor:  Barry Webb 

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Landon Duggin 

 

Sunday, August 22, 2021          

Prayer: Q. Stephenson              

Prayer: Roger Matheny            

Scripture:  Dan Rust                    

Monitor: Jeremy Duggin 

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: Byron Pruitt 

Serving:  Kenneth Ashby 

Wayne Adams      J. Allen        

Butch Blanton   A. Bridgman 

Sound Booth—Tim Teel 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Aug 18—Ellie Pruitt 

Aug 20—Natalie Lutz 

Aug 20—Betty Rust 

Aug 21—James Rust 

 

Sunday PM:   Finish The Race Hebrews 12:1-29  

Calendar:  

August 17—DBSA Meeting 

August 22—Hosting Providence Singing 

August 27-29—Ocoee Rafting Trip 

August 31—DBSA Meeting 

Sept 10-12 PCOC Retreat 

Sept 14—DBSA Meeting 

Be making your plans to attend the Pennyrile Family Retreat at Western Ken-

tucky Youth Camp on the weekend of September 10-12.  All ages are invited to 

attend for part or all of the weekend.  Sign up on bulletin board. 

Singing Class will begin 

this Wednesday evening!  

Thanks to our song lead-

ers for getting this going 

again. 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 

 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
  
                                     
                                       Illness/Injury: 
       —Pam Wiggins                           —Johnny Osborn                
       —Diana Adams                           —Dustin Ray                                                
       —Paul Stone                                             

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

—Ray Duggin’s surgery on Wednesday (18th). Chemo after. 
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