
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

August 1, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 
Time to Choose 

(I Kings 18) 

 

Obadiah was in quite a predicament. He was serving King Ahab and trying to be faithful to God at the same time. A faithful 

man caught in the offices of a skilled politician. He did what he could. He knew the danger and the risk, yet he had the cour-

age to hide the prophets of God to protect them from the apostate queen, Jezebel. 

 

Jezebel was aggressive with her agenda; Ahab just went along with things. He did order a few things to happen but is not seen 

making any decisions of consequence. Elijah meets with Obadiah and asks for a meeting with the king. He is met with the 

same trepidation that the widow of Zarapheth had about him. When the prophet of the Lord shows up, there is trouble 

ahead. That is the greeting he got from Ahab, “You troubler of Israel.” 

 

That is the greeting that most honest people get, or at least those who will not settle for getting along at the expense of com-

promising what is right and just. The phrase, “We don’t want any trouble here.”, has halted much progress and cost many 

good people their jobs. This is not the same as patient waiting or giving some ground to gain more later. It is the land of cow-

ardice and failure of nerve, and we all live there to some extent or are at least very familiar with the neighborhood. 

 

The people of Israel had wavered. Their silence at Elijah’s first questioning of their faith in God is telling. The set-up for the 

competition on Mt. Carmel is one of the great stages in scripture. The 450 prophets of Baal behave shamefully and embarrass 

themselves as Elijah mocks their non-god. There is no answer because there is no one to hear.  

 

Elijah, on the other hand, is always one step ahead. He tells Ahab that rain is on the way. He even warns him to avoid getting 

caught in the flash flood that was imminent. The people respond with, “The Lord is God and there is no other.” Ahab, as 

seems his character, listens to Elijah but does not repent or change his heart.  

 

Here we are again. The good news of rain and an end to the drought arrives with a word of judgement and is followed by fear 

and trembling. This is not an uncommon occurrence in Scripture. There is in us something that is terrified of the consequences 

of victory. Is it because we encounter the power that it takes to execute it? Is it because it lays on us a responsibility we are 

not prepared to accept? Is it because we are afraid to tell of the impossible nature of what brought us to such a wonderful 

place? 

 

There was another time of judgement on Israel and a powerful demonstration of victory over sin and death. The initial re-

sponse was the same according to the Gospel of Mark, “…they were afraid.” In John they went into hiding. In Luke they gath-

ered and waited. Elijah ran for his life. Choosing for God is what we are called to do. Are we up to it? 

 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-RI (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USNA                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                    Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, August 1, 2021                                 

Cong. Reading: Slides                                       
He Has Made Me Glad                                       

What The Lord Has Done For Me                                                              
Prayer—Robert Chillcut                            

Children’s Song                                                 
Lamb of God                                                             

Lord’s Supper                                               
Presiding LS: Kenneth Ashby 

Serving LS: Byron Pruitt                    
Wayne Adams   Johnny Allen  
Butch Blanton    A. Bridgman                

Contribution                                       
Thou O Lord Art A Shield                         

Paradise Valley                                                           

Scripture: I Kings 18:1-6 Steve               
Prayer— Terry Goodale                               
Lesson: Sean Niestrath                             

Oh, The Depth and the Riches                                                          
Benediction:  Isaiah 42:5-7                         

The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

August:                    

Terry Hampton      

D. Stubblefield 

Communion Prep: 

K. Ashby 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 74           

Worship: 101         

Contribution: 

$4397.00                 

Wednesday: 46 

August 1, 2021 

 Monitor:  Tim Teel 

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: D. Stubblefield 

 

Sunday, August 8, 2021          

Prayer: Kivil Brown                   

Prayer: D. Stubblefield               

Scripture:  Ezra Bridgman 

Monitor: Pete Shoulders 

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: Byron Pruitt 

Serving:  Kenneth Ashby-

Wayne Adams      J. Allen        

Butch Blanton   A. Bridgman 

Sound Booth—Darin Swaidner 

Those going on the White Water Rafting trip need 

to have their money ($75) to Tim Teel no later than 

Wednesday, August 4. Thank you, Adam Bridgman, 

for organizing this! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Aug 2—Haley Gill 

Aug 5—Buster Almon 

Aug 6—Jett Lutz 

Aug 6—Eileen Miller 

Aug 7—Barbara Stoltz 

Sunday PM:  "What is Faith" from Hebrews 11:1-3, 6  

Calendar:  

August 2—Ministry Meeting 

August 3—DBSA Meeting 

August 4—SS: Stan Colley 

August 11—1st Day of School 

August 11—SS: Charley Bazzell 

August 17—DBSA Meeting 

August 22—Hosting Providence Singing 

If you are interested in leading a small group this fall 

(tentatively Sept) see one of the elders.  
Adam Bridgman will be facilitating a Depression/Bipolar Support Group begin-

ning August 3rd.  The group will meet every other Tuesday at 7pm in the fel-

lowship room.  If you have questions please see Adam. 

Be making your plans to attend the Pennyrile Family Retreat at 

Western Kentucky Youth Camp on the weekend of Septem-

ber 10-12.  All ages are invited to attend for part or all of the 

weekend.  Additional information will be available in the com-

ing days.  See Ronny for details. 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 

 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
  
                                     
                                       Illness/Injury: 
       —Pam Wiggins                           —Johnny Osborn                
       —Diana Adams                           —Dustin Ray 

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

—Ray Duggin will have cancer surgery August 18th. 
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