
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

      July 3, 2022 

Anxiety and Covetousness 

(Luke 12:13-21) 

 
It seems that we always need something on which to focus our fear. It might be climate. It might be an ene-

my army. It might be poverty. It might be substance abuse. It might be a virus. It might be religious teaching 

that disagrees with ours. It might be “the Muslims”, or “the Jews”. It may be financial collapse. It may be a 

new technology. Always something to worry about. Always something that distracts our attention away 

from the more important things. Those things that are real and enduring and eternal.  

 

Jesus had some things to say about anxiety. He never dismissed it. He took it seriously and recognized that 

being who we are, we will be prone to worrying about things that we can do nothing about. If I understand 

the general conclusion he drives us toward, when we all stop worrying about what we can’t do anything 

about and start doing what we can, the things we can’t do anything about will begin to resolve. Problem is 

human beings don’t believe it. 

 
Today’s parable of “The Rich Fool” is set in Luke 12. The chapter begins with crowds pushing against each 

other to get to Jesus. He tells them not to be afraid of the Pharisees, but of God. The chapter is tied together 

with language and themes that help us understand the parable better. Five sparrows in verse 6 and five divid-

ed in verse 52. Jesus saying, “Who made me a divider?” in verse 14 and “I have come to bring division” in 

verse 51. The themes of not being afraid and anxiety runs through the first two-thirds of the chapter (vss. 4, 

7, 11, 22, 25, 29, 32). This is followed by “be ready.” The implication is that fear and anxiety will cause us 

to act in ways that will leave us unprepared for eternity. 

 

The parable of “The Rich Fool” is set up by a question from a (younger?) brother who wants the inheritance 

divided. The ideal was that brothers would not divide the inheritance. The law concerning the division was 

given in the case that brothers failed to get along. (Such it is with all laws and rules.) 

 
Jesus’ response is that we are to look at ourselves and learn not to covet. Covetousness is wanting what 

someone else has. Paul calls it idolatry in Colossians 3:5. It is a lack of understanding that what we have 

comes from God. In this case it was not the man’s hard work that produced – it was the land. It is made clear 

at the end of the parable that the man’s life (soul) was not his own either. In the other parables in the chap-

ter, the teaching is that we have the things we do as stewards, and we are to be faithful with our master’s 

possessions. 

 

Luke’s gospel account says more about money that the others. In no case is money called evil. In no in-
stance are riches in themselves condemned. There is a warning against the allure of riches, which, combined 
with anxiety about tomorrow and covetousness, will lead us to make bad decisions. Be faithful to God what-

ever we are doing. Accept his material blessings with gratitude and thankfulness. Use them to lay up treas-
ure in heaven. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-TN (Shoulders)                       Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Hans Niestrath-USMC                           Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard               
Tyler Malik-US ARMY                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, July 3 2022                                

Cong. Reading: Psalm 14:1-2              
Step By Step                                            

Awesome Power                                                       
Prayer—Roger Matheny                           

Children’s Song                                          
Breath of Heaven                                       

Lord’s Supper                                            
Presiding LS: Terry Hampton                 
Serving LS: R. Stubblefield                       

Butch Blanton   Jeremy Duggin                  
Kivil Brown    Danny Lutz                           

Contribution                                          
Mighty Is Our God                                   

Highest Place                                                     
Scripture: Luke 12:16-20 Sub               

Prayer—Byron Pruitt                                  
Lesson: Sean Niestrath                                 

I Stand In Awe                                                       
Benediction: Luke 12:29-31                             

The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

July:                    

Kenneth Ashby 

Byron Pruitt  

Communion Prep: 

Matheny 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 44      

Worship: 73             

Contribution: 

$3820.00                 

Wednesday: 46 

July 3, 2022 

 Monitor:  David Stubblefield

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Zach Pressley 

 

Sunday, July 10, 2022         

Prayer: Roger Dillingham 

Prayer: Kenneth Ashby                

Scripture: Brock Shoulders 

Monitor: Johnny Allen               

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: R. Stubblefield 

Serving: Terry Hampton 

Butch Blanton  J. Duggin 

Kivil Brown   Danny Lutz 

Sound Booth—Zach Pressley 

 UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 July 5—SYS @ New Concord                                                                                                   

July 9—Garden of the Gods                                                                                                             

July 10—Duggins host youth 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

July 4—Buster & Danielle Almon 

July 6—Karen Seesengood 

July 6—Quincy Stephenson 

July 8—Roger & Gaye Matheny 

Sunday PM topic: The Chosen 

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Calendar:  
July 6—SS: Marvin Rivera 

July 13—SS: Bob Palmer 

July 17-22—WKYC 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paolo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@gmail.com                                                 

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
  
                                     
                                     Ongoing Prayers: 
                —Diana Adams                   —Roxanne Swaidner 
                —Jim & Eileen Miller           —Charlotte Chilcutt                                                                                 
                —Dorris Stone                     —Margaret Church                    
                —Gary Kirkwood                 —Wilma Cunningham 
                —Angela Swanson  
                 

 

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon,                             

Richard Grogan, Louis & Betty Stanley 

—Louis Stanley, surgery after breaking femur. In Evansville (Heritage 

Center) for several months.                                                                                                     

—James Allen, procedure for leg pain, July 12. 

Are you visiting?  Please use the 

camera on your phone and fill 

out a virtual visitors card! 
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