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Word of Life 

(I Kings 17) 

 

We are so accustomed to the “Word of Life” being pushed into the future or so bathed in our god of love that it is difficult for us to 

fathom God’s words of life in the contexts they were usually spoken into. It is true that beauty and life may be the result, but 

when God’s words show up in much of the Bible things are rarely going well for anyone. 

 

One may say that the words of Jesus brought life to those who listened, but even there his words of life rained judgment down on 

many who heard him. His words of life were not well received by the majority – religious or not. We do tend to limit our hoped-for 

“experiencing God” moments to those of healing or clear calling to something special. In the Bible those who brought the word of 

life so offended those around that they often ended up killed by those they were trying to help.  

 

Think of the list in Hebrews 11 that we so admire. Think of the fates of the apostles. Of Jesus. Of those reformers who challenged 

the established and massively powerful church. What of those who still today dare to challenge dogma around difficult topics? The 

word of life, like much of what God does and says can have strange and even apparently opposite effects than what is expected. 

 

In 1 Kings 16 we are introduced to Ahab – the pinnacle of idolatry and rebellion during the period of the kings. His building pro-

grams were impressive and even convinced his followers that it was worth sacrificing their children for the sake of progress (see 

the rebuilding of Jericho). In our text today we are introduced to Elijah. He immediately delivers the word of God – drought and 

famine – and leaves the country. 

 

I Kings 17 is a remarkable collection of three powerful stories of God’s word providing life when death was certain. Elijah was fed 

by ravens. A widow and her son were fed miraculously for many days after the food ran out. God listened to the prayer of Elijah to 

restore life to the widow’s son, who rightly observed that she had come to the attention of God. In her mind that was not a good 

thing. 

 

One of the keys to this chapter is certainly the phrase “and he/she went and did…” Elijah went and did according to God’s word. 

The widow went and did according to the word of Elijah. Finally, God listened to Elijah’s prayer and the dead/dying boy was re-

stored to life. All of this is here to confirm that “the word of the Lord in your [Elijah’s] mouth is truth.” (17:24). 

 

What is amazing is the angry response to this story of God’s word and truth 900 years later when Jesus said, “But in truth, I tell 

you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when there 

came a great famine over all the land; and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman 

who was a widow. (Luke 4:25-26). Can we handle God’s word? Can we handle the truth? By the grace of God, yes – if we but lis-

ten, do, and be courageous. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-RI (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USNA                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                    Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, July 11, 2021                                 

Cong. Reading: Psalm 15:1-7             
Ten Thousand Reasons                                    

As The Deer Thirsts For the Water                                                          
Prayer—Barry Webb                                   

Children’s Song                                                 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness                             

Come To The Table                                                          

Lord’s Supper                                               
Presiding LS: R. Stubblefield              
Serving LS: Roger Matheny  

Karson Teel   R. Chilcutt                               
B. Shoulders   R. Murrah                         

Contribution                                       
This Is How We Overcome                                         

Scripture: I Kings 17:1-7 Terry                
Prayer— Keith Tapp                                    

Lesson: Sean Niestrath                      
There’s Not A Friend                                                          

Benediction:  The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

July:                           

Kenneth Ashby 

Byron Pruitt 

Communion Prep: 

Matheny 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 56             

Worship: 91         

Contribution: 

$4504.00                

Wednesday: 51 

July 11, 2021 

 Monitor:  David Stubblefield 

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Barry Webb 

 

Sunday, July 18, 2021          

Prayer: Byron Pruitt                       

Prayer:  Larry Stone                    

Scripture:  Tyler Malik                  

Monitor: Q. Stephenson        

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: Roger Matheny 

Serving:  R. Stubblefield 

Karson Teel   R. Chilcutt               

B. Shoulders    R. Murrah 

Sound Booth—Jeremy Duggin 

Karson Teel has done a good job planning activities for our youth 

this summer.  We appreciate his work.  We would also like to thank 

the Teels for hosting our youth last Sunday night.  Our youth are on 

a retreat this weekend down in Tennessee.  Thanks to Tim Teel for 

his work in planning this great event and several of our parents 

who are helping as chaperones.      —The Elders 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

July 14—Kivil & Lea Brown 

July 15—Andy & Kellye Tapp 

July 17—Alyssa Stubblefield 

July 17—Titus & Ashley Scott 

 

Sunday PM: Hebrews 9:1-10:18 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 

Calendar:  

July 9-11—Youth Retreat 

July 14—SS: Chip Palmer 

July 18-23—WKYC 

July 28—SS: Paul Wingfield 

August 4—SS: Stan Colley 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 

 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
  
                                     
                                       Illness/Injury: 
       —Pam Wiggins                                             
       —Diana Adams                           —Dustin Ray 

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

—Pam Wiggins has been put on hospice care.                                                          

—Kivil Brown, surgery to remove bladder stone July 13.                                           

—James Allen, had surgery to remove spot on arm last Thursday. 
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