
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

June 13, 2021 

 

 

 

Maturity and Fruit 

(Luke 8:1-18) 

 

Certainly one of the measures of our growth as Christians is how we understand the parables. As we grow in our faith not only 

does our understanding of Jesus’ teaching deepen, it also broadens. In other words, my initial understanding of a parable will grow 

deeper while I add other applications.  

 

As I was reading the parable of the sower, or rather the parable of the ground, I noticed a phrase that caught my attention: “their 

fruit does not mature.” The next thought is that I have often read this parable as though the “soils” are passive in this process. 

While this may be true in reality, the parable seems to leave some room for us to decide what type of soil we may be. I would 

even go so far as to say that over the course of one’s life, the type of soil a person may be can change. 

 

There are events that may make us more or less resistant to the message of the good news. There are also attitudes that can make 

us more likely to hear and respond. It is also important to remember that God is, and that the devil is at work. 

 

This morning we are going to think for a few minutes about each of these types of soils and how maturity fits into each of these 

responses. 

 

The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, that they 

may not believe and be saved. – This may sound as though the hearer has little choice in the matter. However, it may also 

represent someone who is resistant because of pride or bitterness. 

And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a 

while and in time of temptation fall away. – These are those who may not be settled in life and lack stability for any number of 

reasons. Tenacity is important and must be taught and learned. 

And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and rich-

es and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. – This is the one that infects our society more than the others (it 

seems to me). The way this is worded I believe it can describe those who hang on to faith of some sort but push their spiritual 

lives into the realm of a hobby or participate “as time allows.” 

And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth 

fruit with patience. – This describes those who hold to their faith and do not worry so much about production, but rather 

leave that up to God. 

 

Each one of these may also represent where one is on a scale of maturity. And each one may evoke a different response from us. 

May we all continue to mature in Christ and move toward bearing fruit with patience.  



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-RI (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USNA                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                    Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, June 13, 2021                                 

Cong. Reading: Luke 8:5-8               
Prince of Peace                                                  

You Never Let Go                                                
Prayer—Steve Stoltz                             

Children’s Song                                                 
I Am A Sheep                                                      
If You Say Go                                                       

Lord’s Supper                                               
Presiding LS: Tim Teel                            

Serving LS: R. Dillingham                   
Buster Almon      Ish Almon                     

Izzac Bridgman    Ezra Bridgman                            
Contribution                                       

To Canaan’s Land                                     
Don’t You Wanna Go To That Land                                                      

Scripture: Luke 8:9-15 Eric                         
Prayer—D. Stubblefield                                                                                     
No Children’s Church                                                                                                                    

Lesson: Sean Niestrath                       
Jesus, Name Above All Names                                                        
Benediction:  Matthew 5:13-16                   

The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

June:                           

R. Matheny                  

R. Stubblefield 

 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 56         

Worship: 75         

Contribution: 

$9075.00            

Wednesday: 43 

June 13, 2021 

 Monitor:  Terry Goodale                            

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Darin Swaidner 

 

Sunday, June 20, 2021          

Prayer: E. Seesengood      

Prayer: Q. Stephenson                

Scripture:  Roger Matheny 

Monitor: Johnny Allen                                      

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: R. Dillingham 

Serving:  R. Dillingham, 

Buster Almon, Ish Almon,              

I. Bridgman, E. Bridgman 

Sound Booth—D. Stubblefield 

Karson Teel will be working with 
the youth group as the summer 
intern for the next 10 weeks! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

June 13—Jacob & Maddie Scott 

June 16—Cameron Clark 

June 18—Dennis Warszona 

June 19—James Allen 

June 19—James & Bonnie Allen 

Sunday PM: Don't Quit!  God Keeps His Promises: Hebrews 5:11-6:20.  

Calendar:  

June 16—SS: Jon Riley 

June 20—Father’s Day 

June 23—SS: Ed Gallagher 

June 26—Scavenger Hunt 

June 26—Men’s Breakfast 

June 30—SS: Brian Brophy 

• Deadline to sign up for the 

Women’s Retreat (in Octo-

ber) is June 20th.                    

Please see Danielle. 

• Men’s Breakfast,                         

June 26, 8am 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 

 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
  
                                     
                                       Illness/Injury: 
       —Angela Swanson                      —Pam Wiggins                                            
       —Diana Adams 

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

—Alexander Dethrage, Ronny’s great nephew, 8 yr old, Lyme disease. 

—Dexter Black, Kathy Lawrence-Black’s husband, back home with kid-

ney and bladder infection. 
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