
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

May 9, 2021 

 

 

 

Be Mature in Thinking 

(I Corinthians 14:20-25; Philippians 3:12-21) 

 

Words are funny things. Sometimes we need them to be very specific – usually when making an argument. Sometimes 

we want them to be more malleable to mean several things at the same time. It is also true that the same word can 

mean different things in different places. When we add idiom to that communicating can get challenging and hilarious 

at the same time. 

 

When I first hear a word, my primary understanding hits my mind first. Context or explanation may move that defini-

tion, but that first impulse is hard to knock out completely. This is the challenge of translation that we are faced with 

every time we pick up our Bibles. Problem is, we do not always know it because someone else has chosen a particular 

word when there may have been a choice of several. Don’t worry about it; can’t be avoided. 

 

Our word today is “mature.” The other choices are “complete, perfect, whole, full effect, or full-grown.” Given all of 

that “mature” is not a bad choice, but it is that constellation of other words that helps us understand what Paul is say-

ing to his readers in Corinth and Philippi concerning being mature in Christ. 

 

In our I Corinthians text, Paul is reminding the churches that love should be the aim of all we do when we gather. That 

meant treating everyone with respect when it came to eating together. It meant not doing things to demonstrate 

one’s spiritual superiority. In the instance of our text, it was speaking in tongues. Paul pulls a text from Isaiah 28 to 

remind them that “strange tongues” is what God resorted to when Israel had become so unrepentant that He sent 

them away. They were so interested in demonstrating their spirituality that they had started doing things that would 

have driven unbelievers away. He encourages them toward prophecy (telling people the truth about themselves), 

which would result in repentance and faith. Maturity means treating people with love and doing what may seem as 

mundane in order to open people to God through Christ. 

 

In Philippians, Paul reminds them of his pedigree as a religious person. Then he tells them that all of that counted for 

nothing when it came to knowing Christ. The mature person, he says, is one that may be a religious zealot, but does 

not rest on that for her salvation. The mature one in Christ knows that they are not yet whole or complete. Because of 

that they keep on striving ahead and growing. The mature follower remains open to the leading of God in his life. That 

means willingness to change and grow without letting go of what is most important. 

 

May we all strive to be mature and whole and perfect in Christ. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-RI (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USNA                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                    Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, May 9, 2021                                 

 

Cong. Reading: Phil. 3:12-14                     
Hymns                                                   

Prayer— Barry Webb                                 
Children’s Song/Message                   

Hymns                                                         

Lord’s Supper                                               
Presiding LS: Q. Stephenson 

Hymns                                                   
Scripture: I Cor. 14:20-25 Johnny 

Prayer—Keith Tapp                                     
Dismiss for Children’s Church                                                                                                                    

Lesson: Sean Niestrath                            
Hymn                                                     

Prayer for Contribution                          
Benediction:  Phil. 3:20-21                        

The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

May:                           

R. Dillingham            

Tim Teel 

 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 57           

Worship: 100         

Contribution: 

$5260.00            

Wednesday: 52 

May 9, 2021 

 Monitor: Butch Blanton 

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: Bridgmans                           

Sound Booth: Jeremy Duggin 

 

Sunday, May 16, 2021          

Prayer:  Byron Pruitt                 

Prayer:  Larry Stone                    

Scripture:  Darin Swaidner 

Monitor:  Barry Webb                

Nursery: none                                  

CC:  none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: D. Stubblefield 

Sound Booth—Tim Teel 

Our youth are learning Lessons from Mayberry on Wednesday 

night.  It's amazing what Andy and Barney can teach us about living the 

right way.  Please continue to pray for our teens as they finish 

up the school year and prepare for final exams.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

May 11—Cindy Unland 

May 14—Dan Rust 

May 15—Rebecca Niestrath 

May 15—Jim Miller 

 

Expecting Parents: 

Alyssa & David Stubblefield—June—GIRL 

 

Sunday PM: Jesus Christ is Superior To Angels.  Hebrews 1:4-2:4  

Calendar:  

May 9—Mother’s Day 

May 22—Outdoor Movie @ Teel’s 

May 23—Senior Sunday/Potluck 

May 31—Memorial Day 

Our High School Graduate: Parker Mathis, North Hopkins High School 

Our College Graduates:  Sam Curry, University of Louisville 

Gabriella Niestrath, University of Louisville School of Medicine 

Hans Niestrath, United States Naval Academy 

There is a basket in the foyer to collect diapers and wipes for the arrival 

of Baby Sophie Stubblefield. 

An email was sent out about a Ladies’ Weekend Retreat to   

Pigeon Forge, October 8-10. Please see Danielle if you are  

interested in going. We’ll need a headcount soon.                             

See the bulletin board for more info as well. 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 

 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
  
                                     
                                       Illness/Injury: 
       —Sheri Mitchell                                —Barbara Lynch 
       —Martha Thomas                             —Richard Grogan 
       —Bruce Coleson                              —Angela Swanson 
       —Pam Wiggins                                 —Diana Adams 
       —Wayne Warszona                          —Angela Swanson 
       —Tracy Thorpe                                 —Ronnie Lear 
       —Mike & Connie Skultety                 —Sandy Pilon 

 

 
 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

—Mitzi Kerndl, Bonnie’s cousin’s daughter, passed away last week.                 

—Dylan, 1 of Rebecca’s senior students, recovery after heart surgery. 

—Sarah Scott, cataract surgery last Thursday.                                                            

—Sam Curry, foot surgery this Wednesday. 
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