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Fragile Messengers 

(II Corinthians 4:7-18) 

 

There are things about all of us that we would rather not hear. It is one thing to say, “We are all sinners.” It is another to be 
confronted directly with one of your own sins or weaknesses. When that happens, we usually react with, “Take the log out of 
your own eye first.” 

 

The power of truth is such that it always has something to say to us that has the potential to make us better or offend us – 
likely both. It is then a matter of how we react to it. On the other side are those who want to say something that might help 
another person but they don’t. I am not thinking here of the constant picking at nits – which can get tiresome. I am thinking of 
saying things that might be difficult to say but has the potential to redirect, correct, and heal. 

 

There will always be those who are good at “preaching to the choir.” There will always be those who are willing to make a 
living proclaiming “Peace, peace, when there is no peace.” There are far fewer who are willing to speak truth into places 
where truth may not be welcome. Truth will always threaten us because none of us possess enough of it to say that we have 
arrived. Truth will always be difficult to hear because it may require us to change an action or attitude or see something from 
a different perspective. 

 

Truth can be difficult to speak because the one speaking it will always have need to hear truth from someone else. Those who 
speak truth open themselves up to criticism and having their own faults pointed out.  

 

Paul knew all of this. He lived all of this – so did the prophets. Those who were Paul’s “opponents” were law-keepers. They 
were good moral people who wanted others to be good moral people. They insisted on their own interpretation of the law 
and used whatever tactics necessary to get their way; flattery, coercion, deceit, whatever it took. They criticized Paul because 
he was “weak” and afraid to confront them directly.  

 

In II Corinthians four we have part of Paul’s response to this criticism. He acknowledges his fragility – “we have this treasure in 
earthen vessels.” (4:7). He claims that he is not preaching himself but is preaching Jesus Christ as Lord (4:5). He acknowledges 
that he is persecuted for his teaching (4:8-11).  

 

All the while he keeps his focus on those things that are of ultimate (eternal) importance. Paul wants us to see beyond those 
things that we can see that distract us and let the light shine out of the darkness. He wants us to move toward understanding 
the “eternal weight of glory.” 

 

C.S. Lewis said it like this, ““It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted 
creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go 
on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too 
easily pleased.” (From: The Weight of Glory) 

 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-TN (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USMC                                                            
Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard               Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         
(Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, May 8, 2022                                

Cong. Reading: Psalm 116:1-2                
Come Let Us Worship and Bow Down 

Christ For the World We Sing                                                   

Prayer— Dan Rust                                     
Children’s Song                                          

Create In Me                                             
Come Share The Lord                                                 

Lord’s Supper                                            
Presiding LS: Q. Stephenson  
Serving LS: D. Stubblefield                     

Landon Duggin   Wayne Adams 
Johnny Allen     M. Wilkerson                 

Contribution                                          
Come Let Us All Unite to Sing                

Hallalujah Praise Jehovah                                                      

Scripture: II Cor. 4:7-12 Roger M 
Prayer— Kenneth Ashby                    
Lesson: Sean Niestrath                             
Hark the Gentle Voice                                                                  

Benediction:  II Corinthians 4:5-6   
The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

May:                    

R. Dillingham               

R. Matheny  

Communion Prep: 

Unland  

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class:  64   

Worship: 103         

Contribution: 

$8304.00                 

Wednesday: 63 

May 8, 2022 

 Monitor:  Tim Teel

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Zach Pressley 

 

Sunday, May 15, 2022         

Prayer: Eric Seesengood 

Prayer: Ronny Stubblefield 

Scripture: Steve Stoltz                 

Monitor:  Byron Pruitt                   

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: D. Stubblefield 

Serving: Q. Stephenson                  

L. Duggin   Wayne Adams 

Johnny Allen   M. Wilkerson 

Sound Booth—Barry Webb 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

May 15—Senior Sunday (Taylor Malik) 

May 31—Summer Youth Series begins 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

May 8—Titus Scott 

May 8—Sean & Rebecca Niestrath 

May 11—Cindy Unland 

May 13—Harper Ferguson 

May 14—Dan Rust 

Sunday PM topic: Jesus the Christ—The Kingdom of God (Dan) 

Calendar:  

May 8—Mother’s Day 

May 15—Senior Sunday 

May 30—Memorial Day 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paolo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@gmail.com                                                 

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
  
                                     
                                     Ongoing Prayers: 
                —Diana Adams                   —Kay Murrah                  
                —Jim & Eileen Miller           —Charlotte Chilcutt                                                                                 
                —Pete Shoulders                —Dorris Stone                                         
                —Gary Kirkwood                 —Wilma Cunningham 
                —Ronny Stubblefield           —Debbie Malik 
                —Roxanne Swaidner           —Margaret Church 

 

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon,                             

Richard Grogan, Louis & Betty Stanley,  

—Marsha Herndon, MPI, cancer has not spread.                                                      

—Jeff Ball, cancer surgery. 

Are you visiting?  Please use the 

camera on your phone and fill 

out a virtual visitors card! 

mailto:pennyrilecoc@gmail.com
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mailto:marvinrivera1985@gmail.com
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