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Be Careful What You Love 

(I John 2:12-17) 

 

One of my projects since coming here to Pennyrile is to remind us that the New Testament was written to believers in Jesus, both 

Jew and Gentile, who were trying to come to terms with such a radical event as the resurrection. It was, and still is, unimaginable 

that the creator of the universe would take on flesh, become one of us, and show us what he meant when he said, “Love me, and 

love people.” It got him killed because his demonstration ran contrary to the prevailing wisdom of the day. The Gospels are a wit-

ness to that, and the rest of the New Testament teaches us how to avoid the same fate as those who opposed Christ.  

 

Over the centuries there has been a tendency to take a pietistic approach to the text we are reading today. This has made it possi-

ble for us to condemn certain moral behaviors; long hair on men, playing cards, going to the theater or cinema, gambling, dancing, 

drinking, women “dressing like men” (in the church sense of the 1960’s), divorce, “living in sin.” The list is nearly endless. This is 

not to say that the apostles would have approved or disapproved of any of these. Going to sporting events, “the games”, and the-

ater were certainly considered “sinful” when the New Testament was written. 

 

However, focusing on these moral issues only as “the world”, keeps us looking in only one direction. This can lead to self-righteous 

piety as well as the real possibility of being hit by a bus coming from the other direction. 

 

Augustine of Hippo explained it this way, “[It is] as if a bridegroom should make a ring for his bride, and she having received the 

ring, should love it more than she loves the bridegroom who made the ring for her; would not her soul be found guilty of adultery 

in the very gift of the bridegroom, albeit she did but love what the bridegroom gave her?” 

 

In the world of the Roman Empire, there were Christians who needed all their wisdom and savvy to navigate “the world.” I can’t 

help but imagine how our heads would spin at seeing what some had to manage. But that world is not that far from us, and some 

of us may have needed to navigate a challenging world with a strict (culturally shaped) moral code. This can lead to unnecessary 

guilt on the part of some and justify pointing condemning fingers on the part of others. 

 

John is telling a group of people who had come to believe his witness of Jesus the Christ was the truth that they needed to hold to 

that truth. Do not be distracted by immorality, which I believe was the lesser temptation for many, nor by loving and worshipping 

the created rather than the creator. God has given us the witness of the Bible. He has called us out and formed his church. He has 

given us a moral code (the Ten Commandments still hold up quite nicely). He has given us a planet on which to thrive and enjoy. 

He has given us useful work. He has allowed us to learn more about this world he has given us (science). He has given us the ability 

to enjoy sensuality (food, drink, physical activity, sex). But we are to worship him and love him. To put any of his good gifts in the 

place of primary love or pursuit is ‘loving the things of this world.” 

 

 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-RI (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USNA                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                    Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, May 2, 2021                                 

 

Cong. Reading: Romans 8:38-39  
Hymns                                                   

Prayer— Roger Matheny                       
Children’s Song/Message                   

Hymns                                                         

Lord’s Supper                                               
Presiding LS: D. Stubblefield                 

Hymns                                                   
Scripture: I John 2:15-17 Ronny    

Prayer—Dan Rust                                          
No Children’s Church                                                                                                                    

Lesson: Sean Niestrath                            
Hymn                                                     

Prayer for Contribution                          
Benediction:  Jude 20-21 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

May:                           

R. Dillingham            

Tim Teel 

 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 66            

Worship: 113         

Contribution: 

$8680.17             

Wednesday: 41 

May 2, 2021 

 Monitor: Pete Shoulders 

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Darin Swaidner 

 

Sunday, May 9, 2021          

Prayer:  Barry Webb              

Prayer:  Keith Tapp                   

Scripture:  Johnny Allen          

Monitor:  Butch Blanton 

Nursery: none                                  

CC:  Bridgmans                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: Q. Stephenson 

Sound Booth—Jeremy Duggin 

PARENTS: The hardest thing about parenting is that no matter what spiritual walk you have, no matter what amount of time you 

pour into your children, at the end of the day they will have to make their own choices spiritually. Many times I have seen strong 

spiritual leaders watch their own children fall or make choices that just don't match their spiritual upbringing. Take heart, for the 

work you have put in, will see its reward. There may be valleys ahead but the spirit of God can work wonders. Never give up on 

your children, never stop praying for them, never stop defending the truth with them, never stop investing in 

their lives. they are worth every penny and every minute you give them.                                                                              

Love always, give grace always and speak truth always.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

May 2—Nyles Tapp                                                                                 

May 2—Robert Chilcutt                                                                          

May 4—Terry & Shelia Hampton                                                      

May 6—David Stubblefield                                                                        

May 6—Darin & Roxanne Swaidner                                               

May 6—Larry & Rita Stone                                                                  

May 7—Kathy Keith                                                                           

May 8—Titus Scott                                                                               

May 8—Sean & Rebecca Niestrath 

Expecting Parents: 

Alyssa & David Stubblefield—June—GIRL 

 

Small Groups & Sunday PM Services start back TONIGHT.  

Calendar:  

May 2—Wedding Shower for Nick/Morgan 

May 3—Ministry Meeting 

May 9—Mother’s Day 

May 22—Outdoor Movie @ Teel’s 

May 23—Senior Sunday 

May 31—Memorial Day 

Our High School Graduate: Parker Mathis, North Hopkins High School 

Our College Graduates:  Sam Curry, University of Louisville 

Gabriella Niestrath, University of Louisville School of Medicine 

Hans Niestrath, United States Naval Academy 

Come help us celebrate Nick Ashby and Morgan McElroy 

today from 2-4pm.  They have wedding registries at                                              

Target, Amazon, and The Gift Horse. 

There is a basket in the foyer to collect diapers and wipes for the arrival 

of Baby Sophie Stubblefield. 

Sunday Night Services will be held at the 

building beginning this Sunday, May 2, at 

6:00 PM.  We will be studying Hebrews for 

several weeks.  



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 

 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
  
                                     
                                       Illness/Injury: 
       —Sherry Mitchell                                —Barbara lynch 
       —Martha Thomas                              —Richard Grogan 
       —Bruce Coleson                                —Angela Swanson 
       —Pam Wiggins 
 

 

 
 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

—Angela Swanson, Debbie’s sister-in-law, breast cancer.                                      

—Jean Smith, ICU in Deaconess, isolated from family. 
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