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A Fruitless Tree 

(Luke 13:6-9) 

 

When telling stories to make a point, details matter. I could tell a story about a tree, but if I mention a specific type of tree 

there are other things I may not have to say. I may begin talking about an oak tree, or a persimmon tree, a hickory or pecan 

tree, a redwood, an aspen, a willow tree, or a strawberry tree. Each of these puts us in a frame of mind or a place without any 

other explanation. The more we know about the type of tree and the more experience we have with it the deeper it connects 

with us. 

 

When the Bible, in this case Jesus, brings a fig tree into a story the hearer is familiar with their history and with fig trees imme-

diately understand some things. It takes fig trees three or four years to begin to bear fruit. In the prophets the fig tree repre-

sented a peaceable kingdom (see Micah 4:3-4). Although not as prominent as the imagery of a vineyard, it also is used as an 

image for Israel. This is the image that John uses when Nathaniel is introduced to Jesus in John 1. 

 

The parable we are considering this morning is a call for Israel to repent before it runs out of time . . . again. The prophets 

called persistently for repentance, and they were not heard. The result was being conquered by Assyria (Israel) and later, Bab-

ylon (Judah). Here Jesus is calling for them to listen to him and to repent. 

 

The force of this parable is enhanced by its context. It immediately follows a call for those following Jesus to repent and it’s 

followed by a call for the religious leaders to do the same. Then he tells two more parables that demonstrate the powerful 

nature of the kingdom of God which grows small beginnings. 

 

This is also another place in the New Testament where bearing fruit is directly tied to repentance. It occurs enough to be a 

theme. In Luke 3, John the Baptist preached to, “bear fruit that befits repentance.” In chapter 6, bearing fruit is between the 

teaching about the speck and the log and hearing but not doing. In Romans 7, Paul says that we bear fruit after we have died 

to our old selves. 

 

If we are to bear fruit for God, we must stop worrying about what the fruit is – ours or anyone else’s. The first thing is to re-

pent, then to bear the fruit that God gives us to bear. Each one of us has something to do in the kingdom of God. We can’t do 

it if we are not engaged. We can’t do it if we ‘choose our spots’ or if we use the church as a consumer. We are called to re-

pent, die to ourselves and be part of the kingdom. 

 

Today’s parable and the texts around it are a reminder that God is patient, but his patience has a limit. Don’t wait until time 

runs out. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-TN (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USMC                                                            
Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard               Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         
(Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, April 10, 2022                                

Cong. Reading: Micah 4:3-4                  
The Lily of the Valley                                   

Redeemed                                                      
Prayer— Wayne Adams                              

Children’s Song                                          
I Must Tell Jesus                                       

There is a Fountain                                                  
Lord’s Supper                                            

Presiding LS: Byron Pruitt                   
Serving LS: Kenneth Ashby                      

B. Almon     Karson Teel                       
Bryson S.    Robert Chilcutt                       

Contribution                                          
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

A Beautiful Life                                                       

Scripture: Luke 13:6-9 Brock                    
Prayer— Kivil Brown                                     

Lesson: Sean Niestrath                             
I Know Who Holds Tomorrow                                                           
Benediction:  Habakkuk 3:17-18               

The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

April:                    

R. Stubblefield               

D. Stubblefield  

Communion Prep: 

Hampton   

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class:  53   

Worship: 109         

Contribution: 

$4865.00                 

Wednesday: 48 

April 10, 2022 

 Monitor:  Dan Rust

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Barry Webb 

 

Sunday, April 17, 2022         

Prayer: Steve Stoltz                  

Prayer: Roger Matheny                  

Scripture: Mark Wilkerson 

Monitor:  David Stubblefield 

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding:  Kenneth Ashby 

Serving: Byron Pruitt                 

Buster Almon   Karson Teel-

Bryson S.      R. Chilcutt 

Sound Booth—Ishmael Almon 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

May 15—Senior Sunday (Taylor Malik) 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

April 13—Ashley Scott 

April 15—Larry Keith 

April 15—Kivil Brown 

 

Sunday PM topic: Jesus the Christ—Expectations of a Messiah (Dan) 

Calendar:  

April 17—Easter 

Thank you, everyone, once again for help-

ing make our annual yard sale successful! 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paolo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@gmail.com                                                 

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
  
                                     
                                     Ongoing Prayers: 
                —Diana Adams                   —Kay Murrah                  
                —Eileen Miller                     —Charlotte Chilcutt                                                                                 
                —Pete Shoulders                —Dorris Stone                                         
                —Gary Kirkwood                 —Angela Swanson 
                —Ronny Stubblefield 

 

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon,                             

Richard Grogan, Louis & Betty Stanley,  

—Debbie Malik, seeing blood specialist soon.                                                               

—Gaye Matheny, macular degeneration.                                                                     

—Ruth Shoulders, hip replacement surgery (twice!) after a fall.                              

—Tim Teel, hard recovery after hip replacement.                                                    

—Danny Lutz, health issues.                                                                                             

—Lea Brown, health issues. 

 

Are you visiting?  Please use the 

camera on your phone and fill 

out a virtual visitors card! 
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