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A People Without Understanding 

(Hosea 4:1-19) 

 

I was talking with a young man last week and we got onto the topic of understanding our foundations as a nation. He said that 

he had the impression that if he were part of the continental army during the War for Independence and he asked someone 

what they thought about Cato, they would have had an opinion. His point was that our constitution and bill of rights is heavily 

influenced by the Bible and Greek and Roman (mostly Roman) philosophy. One only needs to see the architecture in Washing-

ton D.C. to notice this.  

His main point was that there are very few citizens of the United States that have ever heard of Cato, much less know how his 

thought shaped Thomas Jefferson. He said unless we understand our foundations, we will lose our way as a nation. We are 

woefully educated in civics today and some of our leaders are counting on that, while others are the blind leading the blind. 

Now, rachet that up in terms of importance and degree of ignorance and we have the state of popular religion today. The 

opening three verses of Hosea 4 are a powerful and compact description of the state of things – and maybe they always will 

be. Ten indictments against Israel followed by how such behavior affects the creation. Amazingly contemporary when we read 

it. 

What is remarkable here is that at the end of this series of “oracles of destruction” we have another image of God loving his 

people through it all. This time it is not the image of marriage but one of a father and his children (Hosea 11), but that is for 

later. 

Today it is worth considering what happens to us when we neglect our history and forget how we arrived where we are. It is 

worth considering how important it is to know that “God is” and to know about God, and to know the story of God and his 

people. Otherwise, each generation is in danger of suffering the same outcome of, “my people are destroyed from lack of 

knowledge.” 

What is more troubling is the attractiveness of those things that seem like knowledge and are appealing to us. It is clear that 

many in Israel thought they were doing the right things by mixing the worship of the Ba’als with the worship of Yahweh. It was 

the leaders, the priests and prophets, who led them astray. 

So, what did idolatry offer that the priests were not teaching: Immediate answers, Attractive social dimension, Answering hu-

man sexuality, and Relevance to daily life. All of this could be accomplished with little effort and the cooperation of the lead-

ers. Gone was the mystery and power of God. Gone was the necessity of faith that is required in times of trouble or uncertain-

ty. Gone was the concern over being acceptable to those around.  

We are called to be faithful to God, but first we must know the story and understand the witness given to us. We have a lot of 

work to do. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-TN (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USMC                                                            
Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard               Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         
(Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, February 27, 2022                                

Cong. Reading: John 4:13-15             
10,000 Reasons                                           

Let Us Adore                                                     
Prayer— D. Stubblefield                            

Children’s Song                                          
As The Deer Thirsts                                  

Above All                                                          
Presiding LS: Q. Stephenson            
Serving LS: Terry Hampton                     
M. Wilkerson   Keith Tapp                           

D. Swaidner   Butch Blanton                  
Contribution                                          

Blessed Be Your Name                                
Fairest Lord Jesus                                                    

Scripture: Hosea 4:1-3 Terry                       
Prayer— Roger Matheny                           
Lesson: Sean Niestrath                             

Glorify Thy Name                                                      
Benediction:  Col. 1:21-23a                        

The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as 

a sub for the Lord’s 

Supper  

February:                    

R. Dillingham                

R. Matheny  

Communion Prep: 

Matheny   

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class:  55   

Worship: 108         

Contribution: 

$2853.00                 

Wednesday: 38 

February 27, 2022 

 Monitor:  Johnny Allen 

 Nursery: none                               

C.C.: none                           

Sound Booth: Barry Webb 

 

Sunday, March 6, 2022         

Prayer: Terry Hampton              

Prayer: Dan Rust                          

Scripture: Ezra Bridgman            

Monitor:  Q. Stephenson 

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                                      

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding:  R. Dillingham 

Serving: Roger Matheny              

Jeremy Duggin  Kivil Brown-

Randall Murrah   Danny Lutz 

Sound Booth—Ishmael Almon 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

March 1—WKYC Registration opens 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

February 29—Dale Gunkel 

March 1—Kenzie Scott 

Sunday PM topic: The Christian Life—Dealing With Conflict, Part 1 (Ronny) 

Calendar:  

March 1—Register for WKYC 

March 1—DBSA Meeting 

March 6—Allen Baby Shower, 2pm 

March 7—Ministry Meeting, 7pm 

March 13—Spring Forward 

 

BABY SHOWER—March 6th, 2pm 

To honor Destanie (Wes) Allen due with a boy in April! 

They are registered at Amazon and Walmart. 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paolo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Prayer Requests 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
  
                                     
                                          Illness/Injury: 
                —Diana Adams                   —Kay Murrah                  
                —Eileen Miller                     —Charlotte Chilcutt                                                                                 
                —Pete Shoulders                —Cindy Unland   
                 
 

 

 

 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Ruth Shoulders, Judy Niestrath, James & Alberta Rust                                          

Sandy Pilon, Richard Grogan, Louis & Betty Stanley, 

Leslie Goad 

— 

Expecting Parents: 

Wes & Destanie Allen—Boy in April 

Are you visiting?  Please use the 

camera on your phone and fill 

out a virtual visitors card! 
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