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Curiosity Kills 

(I John 2:15-17) 

 

We are generally inclined to believe that curiosity is a good thing. After all it is God-given, or so we believe. Like many things, how-

ever, people have a tendency toward taking the good things that God gives us and misusing them. “Curiosity” is not one of the 

classic seven deadly sins, but it may be folded into most of them. Historically it has been associated with “Sloth” or laziness. 

In today’s world curiosity as it has been understood in the world of classical Christianity is closely related to our fascination with 

novelty. We see harmless forms of this when we see children at a self-service drink dispenser mixing every drink in the same cup. 

They will always say it is good – whether it is or not. We see dangerous forms of this when we hear about high school students 

eating tide pods. The experience we get from seeking curiosity need not be pleasant, it is the seeking that gives us that moment 

(fleeting) of excitement.  

This is the thing that happens to us when we hear of a sports injury that we did not see live, so we make the video viral – for not 

other reason than that we are curious. We get absolutely nothing out of it – it takes time, it may cause us to wince, if it is bad 

enough it will stick in our brains, and we will waste more time talking about it to others who have done the same.  

From the beginning, curiosity has caused us trouble. I have little doubt that the serpent’s tempting of Adam and Eve aroused in 

them curiosity. The parallels to the warning in I John cannot be missed when we read in Genesis 3:6, “So when the woman saw 

that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desired to make one wise, she took of 

its fruit and ate; and she gave it to her husband, and he ate.” 

It is what happens to all of us when we take our focus off our faith and put other things in a place of priority. Putting other things 

priority demonstrates a lack of faith that God will provide. We act as though we are in a desert land of want, when we are rather 

in a land of plenty. It happens when we let our fears get the best of us, or continue to pursue the next thing that “nourishes” us, or 

that shiny thing that distracts us, or grabbing knowledge for the sake of advantage. 

What makes this vice of curiosity so dangerous today is the digital age in which we live. Being outrageous is just as good as being 

good at something. What those who are growing up in this age are learning is that it is now more possible than ever to monetize 

stupidity, cruelty, epic failures, and being judgmental. All one needs to do is produce something that arouses curiosity and “click.” 

We have a term for it – “click bait.” 

The remedy is to tune our lives toward faith and God. It is so easy today to be present in body, but not in mind because we are 

always “tuned in” to the silliness around us. Keep yourself and your children safe from social media by using good practices and 

staying alert. 

-------------------- 

Read: Ezekiel 1 - 5 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-RI (Shoulders)                                  Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)                        Hans Niestrath-USNA                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                             Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
                                     (Hampton)    

Worship Order 
Order of Worship                          

Sunday, February 2, 2020                                 

Congregational Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9                    
Is It For Me?                                                             

He Knows Just What I Need                                                         
Prayer—R. Stubblefield                                                

The Greatest Commands                                  
Break My Heart                                                            
Lord’s Supper                                                                                         

Terry Hampton  Byron Pruitt                              
Tim Ashby   Tim Scott                                                

M. Wilkerson   Titus Scott                                  
Presiding:  Terry Hampton                                                                                                   

Contribution                                                     
No Children’s Church                               I 

Am A Poor Wayfaring Stranger                                                          
Scripture Reading: I John 2:15-17                           

Prayer —Dan Rust                                                
Lesson: Sean Niestrath                                   

Do You Know My Jesus                                     
Benediction: I Corinthians 1:4-9 

ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case you 

are needed to serve as a 

sub for the Lord’s Supper  

February:                       

D. Stubblefield                

Q. Stephenson 

 

Prepare communion:                       

Feb: Rust                      

March: Kenneth 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 87                

Worship:  136        

Contribution: 

$3881.00                   

Wednesday: 86 

February 2, 2020 

 Monitor: Larry Stone 

 Nursery: Betty Rust                 

Children’s Church: none             

Sound Booth:  D. Stubblefield 

 

Sunday, February 9, 2020           

Prayer: Joshua Scott                  

Prayer: Kivil Brown                    

Scripture : Wayne Adams 

Monitor: Zach Pressley  

Nursery: Krista Teel                     

Children’s Church: David  

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Terry Hampton  Byron Pruitt 

Tim Ashby   Tim Scott                 

M. Wilkerson   Titus Scott 

Presiding:  Byron Pruitt 

Sound Booth—Landon Duggin 

   —Small group tonight (Feb 2) is in the youth room for our Super Bowl party. We will 

  meet at 5 PM for a devotional. After the devo we will have pizza and wings and watch 

  the game. I will stay until the game ends, so the youth can stay for as little or as much of 

  the game as they want.  

   —Winterfest is February 14-16. The cost is 75 dollars and the deadline to sign up is to

 day (Feb 2). If you are signed up and haven’t already paid, then please pay as soon as possible. 

Classes:   Sunday: Life of Jesus    Wednesday: Choices that Determine Destiny 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Feb 4—Kellye Tapp 

Feb 5—Bruce & Jane Kittinger 

Feb 6—Mark Wilkerson 

CALENDAR:                                                                                  
Feb 2—Youth Superbowl Party @ building 

Feb 3—Ministry Mtg, 7pm                                            
Feb 9—Potluck for Travis’s                                            

Feb 14-16—Winterfest                                              
March 8—Spring Forward 

 

Expecting Parents: 

Laura & John Parsons (Girl)—February 

Megan & Joshua Scott (Girl)—March 

Jennifer & Josh Pruitt (Girl)—March 

 

 Sunday PM Topic: Proverbs (How To Be A Good Spouse) Ronny 

Sunday Morning Adult Classes 

Sean-Auditorium-”Poured Out”-Holy Spirit 

Webbs-Young Adult- ”Boundaries” 

There is a basket in the foyer for 

cards to welcome the  

Parson’s baby girl  

due in February. 

There will be a potluck in honor 

of Randy and Donna on Sunday,                  

February 9th, after  

morning services. 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   8:00-12:00 M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429 barry.webb@ge.com                     

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz, Darin Swaidner 

Tim Teel, Randy Travis 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 

 
  
 
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya—minister will be leaving soon. 

 Church in Rome   
 
 PRAISE: Aliyah Copeland is doing much better. (Palmers granddaugh-
ter) 
 
  
Serious Illness/Injury: 
Rita Frazier, lung cancer, Barbara’s SIL        Kim Feltner, Tim’s sister 
Bryce Alexander, leukemia                           Michael Skultety, cancer, Jane                     
Marvin Gallagher                                           Lance Pace, cancer 
Mike Bright, health issues                              Phil Keith 
Ruffin Chandler                                             George Teel, cancer                                       
Jon Riley, lungs                                              Keith Roberts, cancer, EJ                              
Betty & Kim Stanley                                       Bruce Coleson, MS                                        
Makenzie Carson, L. Russell                          Ed Wallace, liver transplant                            
Brady Cobb, intestinal problems                    Lowry Johnson, 4m old, cancer                    
Roberta Lynch, Shelia’s mom                        Cliff Duncan, cancer 
Barbara Lynch, Shelia                                   Charles Smallwood, Micki’s father                
Jonathan Allen, MS                                       Rodney Householder                                    
Tracy Thorp, cancer                                       Aaron Reding, ALS                                        
Buddy Jenkins, Karen S. father                     Mack Shearn                                                  
Jeff Travis, health                                          George Utley, cancer                                     
Ronnie Lear, COPD                                       Audrey Davis, 4yr.old, leukemia                    
Tracey Moore, illness                                     Hannah Gates, heart surgery                         
Sherry Mitchell, cancer                                   Wayne Warszona, Parkinson’s                      
Pam Wiggins, cancer                                     Jakayla Acker, lymphoma                              
Barbie Kern, Carol’s sister, cancer                 Connie Armstrong, cancer                            
Mark Martin, mesothelioma                            Andrea Kane, cancer                                      
Dan Evans                                                       Kathy Lawrence                                             
Sandra Hawkins, cancer                               Bob Reis, MS                                                 
Amy Caulder, brain cancer                             Richard Grogan , Barbara S.                         
Diana Adams                                                  Karen Kittinger, cancer                                 
Linda Turner, cancer                                      Dustin Ray, cancer  
Chesley Castleberry, cancer, EJ                   Tracey Durham 
Aliyah Copeland, Palmer’s gd                        Monica Seke, liver, Kenya 
Jackie & Olivia Austringer 

 
 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Anna Etta Brown, Ruth Shoulders,                                                                                             

Ann Alderson, Don & Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon 

  Remember Jeremy and the Duggin/Knight family at the loss of his grandmother,   

Grace Knight. Funeral was Friday. 

 Nancy Palmer is home from the hospital recovering from congestive heart failure. 
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