
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

December 4, 2022 

                           Welcome and Judgment 

                              (Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72; Romans 15:1-3) 

 

 Every word and idea have context. We see the rule of not respecting context (if it is a rule) broken every day. We see it in the 

news reports. We hear it in political rhetoric and speeches. We read it in editorials and books. There is a difference, I believe, in 

transferring words from one context to another because they are good words and they fit the setting, and using words out of 

context to support a conclusion already settled. 

 

This poses a great challenge to us when we are studying the Bible. It is a good thing that we have such easy access to God’s 

written word. It also makes us vulnerable to thinking we understand when we have no idea of when or where something written 

about happened. You know the old saying, “If the KJV was good enough for Paul it’s good enough for me.” 

 

When we layer all of this into our culture today, we can find ourselves totally confounded by some very important words and 

concepts. Or worse, ignore any attempt at understanding context and roll with whatever is working for us. Two of these words 

are important in the texts this week, which are about the coming of the Messiah. 

 

Today, the word “judgment” is often used in a subjective and negative way. It is subjective because we want to do whatever we 

choose without taking responsibility. We can do this because whoever is accusing us has a quality that can be judged. The word 

“welcome” is used in a subjective way as well. It is like judgment in this context because we have become convinced that if we 

do not “welcome” everyone equally, then we are being judgmental. 

 

This morning, looking at the texts, I want to attempt to pull these beautiful and important words used in Scripture back into 

their contexts. When we consider today’s texts along with another incident in the Gospel of John (5:1-10, and the outcome 7:21

-24), we can see that if we are to get the “welcome” right, we might need to get the “judgment” right first. 

 

Isaiah 11 tells us the messiah will, “Shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness 

he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.” Psalm 72 says, “Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness 

to a king’s son. May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice.” 

 

The Bible, whether speaking of lifting up or tearing down, speaks of justice being from a standpoint of righteousness. The right-

eousness does not ignore the law, but it transcends it – looking past the letter and into the hearts and minds of men and wom-

en. It is not based on what we can see with our eyes. Therefore, “The first shall be last and the last first.” Therefore, “It is better 

to heal on the sabbath than do nothing.” Therefore we do our best here and let God sort the wheat from the weeds at the end. 

 

Our welcome moves us beyond what our eyes see. We welcome as Christ has welcomed us. This assumes that one is coming to 

be a learner from this day onward. Our welcome is based on heart and “being fully convinced” in our own minds because we 

will have to answer to Christ. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time.                                        
You are welcome to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-TN (Shoulders)                       Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Hans Niestrath-USMC                           Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard               
Tyler Malik-Natl Guard                              (Hampton)    

Sunday, December 4, 2022                                

Cong. Reading: Isaiah 11:1-4a 
Come Thou Almighty King                   

Blessed Assurance                                                   
Prayer— Byron Pruitt                                                     

Children’s Song                                               
It Is Well With My Soul                                
Nothing But the Blood                                                 

Lord’s Supper                                            
Presiding LS: Terry Hampton             
Serving LS: R. Stubblefield                         
Buster Almon    L. Duggin                               

Q. Stephenson   Robert Chilcutt 
Contribution                                          

Nearer Still Nearer                                      
To God Be The Glory                                                         

Scripture: Romans 15:7-13 Brock 
Prayer— Dan Rust                                                  

Lesson: Sean Niestrath                         
Soldiers of Christ, Arise                                                    

Benediction: Psalm 72:1-4, 18-19 
The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case 

you are needed to 

serve as a sub for the 

Lord’s Supper  

December:                    

R. Dillingham 

Communion Prep: 

Al mon 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 49    

Worship: 91         

Contribution: 

$3923.00       

Wednesday: 59 

December 4, 2022 

 Monitor:  Johnny Allen 

 Nursery: none                               

CC: Hamptons                                   

Sound Booth: D. Stubblefield 

 

Sunday, Dec 11, 2022         

Prayer: Larry Stone                

Prayer: Terry Hampton 

Scripture: Kenneth Ashby 

Monitor: Tim Teel                  

Nursery: none                                  

CC: none                               

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: R. Stubblefield 

Serving: Terry Hampton 

Buster Almon   R. Chilcutt            

Q. Stephenson   L.Duggin 

Sound Booth: Zach Pressley 

 UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Annual Christmas Shindig @ Niestrath’s, Dec 11 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

December 4—Ellie Troutman                               

December 5—Alberta Rust                                               

December 6—Mitchell Lutz                                        

December 6—Stefan Niestrath                                  

December 7—Melissa Blanton                                       

December 8—Colton Clark 

Sunday PM : Ancient Stories of Faith: Sarah (Ronny) 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

December 5—Ministry meeting, 7pm 

December 11—Youth Group to Niestrath’s 

December 14—Christmas Party for youth                     

thru Grade 5, 6pm 

December 21—1st Day of Winter 

Ministry Meeting                             
tomorrow night, 7pm.                            

Everyone welcome. 

The Christmas Party for 

youth Grade 5 and below is 

rescheduled for Wednesday, 

December 14, 6-7:30pm.           

Pizza at 6pm followed by 

crafts and games. 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paolo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@gmail.com                                                 

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

 Sandy Pilon,  Richard Grogan,                                                 

Alberta Rust 

 
                                                                                                                                

 

 

—Remember the Chilcutt family after Charlotte’s passing. Funeral 

today.                                                                                                                    

—Bettye Grogan, broken wrist.                                                                          

—Melissa’s friend, Tara’s grandmother.                                                           

—Roxanne Swaidner, recovering from pneumonia.                                            

—Liz Dembkowski, treatments to combat kidney damaging disease. 

 

Are you visiting?  Please use the 

camera on your phone and fill 

out a virtual visitors card! 

Ongoing Health Concerns and Prayer: 

Diana Adams          Jim & Eileen Miller                    
Gary Kirkwood                        Margaret Church             
Wilma Cunningham               Gaye Matheny                      
Roxanne Swaidner                 Tim Gallagher 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746 
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