CHURCH OF CHRIST
November 1, 2020

“The Grace”
(II Corinthians 13:5-14)
I don’t know about you, brothers and sisters, but I really like us singing “The Grace” as we leave some weeks. I want us to think
about what we are doing and where it comes from in the Bible this morning. In doing so, we will also bump into another practice
of the early church that we no longer practice but may have been replaced by another – the holy kiss.
The version that we sing is from II Corinthians 13:14 but there is a version of it at the end of nearly every epistle in the New Testament (Letters of John are exceptions and it is at the end of chapter 15 in Romans). In II Corinthians, and I believe in all of them, it is
more than a blessing. It is a call to unity. It is a call to live in a way that is different from the world. The Grace is a challenge to be
witnesses to the world of the mighty working of God in our lives.
From a structural point of view, it is not much different than most epistles, religious or secular, of the day. However, because it is
in the context of the implications of the Gospel, it takes on new meaning. It is important enough that it is the last thing that Paul
says in his communication to mostly troubled churches.
In II Corinthians this is especially notable because of what comes right in front of it. After as many as four letters (we have them
condensed into two), and as many as three visits (if we include his first one to begin the work) to sort things out with the threat of
another unpleasant one (see 13:1) he finishes with a strong “to do” list. Mend your ways. Listen to me. Agree with each other. Live
in peace. Greet one another with a holy kiss.
It is that last one that is culturally interesting. We are not like the Latin folk, who still today greet each other with a kiss (just visit a
church in France, Spain, Italy, Central or South America). It is a close parallel to our handshake (remember those?), but not quite.
Kissing in the ancient world carried social meaning that is somewhat lost on us today. There are vestiges of it left in some ceremonies in the Catholic and Orthodox churches and some monarchies. Kissing the ring of a superior signified obeisance. In this case it
stratifies people.
Of course, there was kissing in families. There was also kissing as social greeting – which could be a little more sensual than needed. Yep, that still happens today as well. This is where good character, behavior, and moral discipline became important to the
church. Remember that Paul is speaking of a ‘holy kiss’ to a church that had significant sexual morality issues.
A holy kiss developed into part of the ceremony that welcomed a person as full participant in the church. It happened after, sometimes years, of teaching and moral development. It was not to be taken lightly. This is not what Paul is speaking of here. The holy
kiss signifies equality and fellowship – the fellowship of the spirit. Think about this in the context of Corinth. Jews kissing gentiles,
rich kissing poor, masters kissing slaves. This would have been unheard of and socially repugnant to many. It was counter cultural.
It was unifying in spite of what the world did to keep people apart.
Read for November: Psalm 104 – 107 (From creation to rescue)

WELCOME
Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew.

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.
*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”)
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so.
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various ministries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are welcome to give, but please do not feel as though you must.

—Celebration will be virtual this year at a later date.

Ryan Hill-RI (Shoulders)
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)
Tyler Malik-National Guard

Christopher Goodale-USMC
Hans Niestrath-USNA
Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard
(Hampton)

Worship Order
ALTERNATES:

Order of Worship

Sunday, November 1, 2020
Congregation Reading: II Cor. 1:3-5
A New Anointing
Be Unto Your Name
Prayer—Keith Tapp
He Leadeth Me
We Shall Assemble
Scripture: II Cor. 13:11-14 Kivil
Prayer—David Stubblefield
No Children’s Church
Lesson: Sean Niestrath
God Is So Good
Here In This Place
Lord’s Supper
Presiding: Roger Matheny
Prayer for Contribution
Benediction: The Grace

Please meet in case
you are needed to
serve as a sub for the
Lord’s Supper

November:

November 1, 2020
Monitor: Q. Stephenson
Nursery: none
Children’s Church: none
Sound Booth: Duggin

Byron Pruitt

Bible Class: 0

Sunday, November 8, 2020
Prayer: Larry Stone
Prayer: Wayne Adams
Scripture: Ezra Bridgman
Monitor: D. Stubblefield
Nursery: none
Children’s Church: none
Serving the Lord’s Table:
Presiding: R. Stubblefield

Worship: 96

Sound Booth—Tim Teel

Terry Hampton

For the Record:
Last Sunday

Contribution:
$4388.00
Wednesday: 56

No Sunday PM Services

ANNOUNCEMENTS

For our out of town friends:
•

Ann Alderson passed away two weeks ago. Remember Gayle and Mark.
• Presley Lutz was baptized October 17th. Congratulations!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
—For the Audio/Video (sound) Booth: In addition
to our regular sound people we need men or women willing to learn the video part of the service
once we start livestreaming. See Jeremy if you’d like
to be a part of this ministry, either audio or video.
—For Children’s Church: We need more helpers to
get this started back up again. It’s an 8 week rotation for an individual or a couple of co-leaders. See
Kellie if you have questions about this ministry.
Shut-Ins & Elderly:
Anna Etta Brown, Ruth Shoulders,
Don & Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon

November 2—Teresa Dillingham
November 6—Jeremy Duggin
November 7—Roger Dillingham

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Nov 2—Ministry Mtg, 7pm
Celebration (virtual):postponed, date TBD

PRAYER REQUESTS

When we meet:
Sunday
Bible Study
Worship

9:30 A.M.
10:30 A.M.

—Byron Pruitt, health issues.
—Military academy students, mental well-being.

Sunday P.M.
At the building 6 P.M.

—PRAISE: Betty Stanley does not require dialysis at this time.

Small Groups Sept—May: various times;
contact Sean Niestrath
Wednesday
Bible Study

6:30 P.M.

Contact Us:
Office: 9:00a-1:00p M-F
Phone: 270-825-0304
Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161
Madisonville, KY 42431
-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am
Minister:
Sean Niestrath
269-352-9134
niestrath@juno.com

Missionaries:
Paulo Mirabelli
Via Pacchiarotti, 52
00139 ROMA-ITALIA
Marvin Rivera, Honduras
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com

Honduran brothers and sisters
Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya
Church in Rome

Serious Illness/Injury:

Rita Frazier, lung cancer, Barbara’s SIL
Bryce Alexander, leukemia
Marvin Gallagher
Ruffin Chandler
Keith Roberts, cancer, EJ
Bruce Coleson, MS
Ed Wallace, liver transplant
Barbara Lynch, Shelia
Jonathan Allen, MS
Aaron Reding, ALS
Jeff Travis, health
Hannah Gates, heart surgery
Wayne Warszona, Parkinson’s
Connie Armstrong, cancer
Sandra Hawkins, cancer
Richard Grogan , Barbara S.
Linda Turner, cancer
Chesley Castleberry, cancer, EJ
Monica Seke, liver, Kenya
Samantha Morris, cancer, Stanleys
Lisa Russell, blindness
Dave Webb, very ill
Shelia Hampton
Micki Clark, cancer
Gary Kirkwood, cancer
Chester Duncan, cancer, J.Pruitt
Eddie Almon, Buster’s brother

Elders:
Barry Webb– 270-339-8429 barry.webb@ge.com
Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net
Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com
Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360
ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com
Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com

Kim Feltner, Tim’s sister
Michael Skultety, cancer, Jane
Mike Bright, health issues
George Teel, cancer
Betty & Kim Stanley
Makenzie Carson, L. Russell
Brady Cobb, intestinal problems
Charles Smallwood, Micki’s father
Tracy Thorp, cancer
Mack Shearn
Ronnie Lear, COPD
Sherry Mitchell, cancer
Pam Wiggins, cancer
Kathy Lawrence
Bob Reis, MS
Diana Adams
Dustin Ray, cancer
Aliyah Copeland, Palmer’s gd
Bill Long, cancer, Goodale
Paul & Dorris Stone, Larry’s brothers
Mark Scott, C.Chillcut’s brother
Lana Fisher, lymphoma D.Warszona
Martha Thomas, stroke, T. Hampton
Janis Howard, cancer, T. Dillingham
Ava Lomache, cancer, Pruitts
Maverick Plesha, lymphoma, Melissa
Brad Rosner, cancer, Goodales

Pennyrile Christian Counseling
Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746.

Deacons:
Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott
Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,
Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel

