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Hear It Then Do It 

(Ezekiel 24, 33) 

 

I am relieved to be past Ezekiel 16 and 23. With the chapters 24 and 33 we have nearly turned the corner in this radical message 

that Ezekiel brings to us. Not that it is pleasant. What is left seems to be death, scorched earth, and a valley of dead bones – not 

much left with which to build. What is between these two chapters is a reminder that it is not only Judah and Jerusalem being 

judged, but the whole earth as well. It comes in the form of oracles against seven nations around Jerusalem. In Ezekiel’s world 

there is nothing left. Even the exiles “safely” ensconced in exile do not escape. Prophetically speaking it is not far off the judgment 

of the flood. 

 

What is amazing is the response of those in exile who heard that Jerusalem had fallen. They were immediately ready to go and 

reclaim their inheritance. They understood that they had been rightfully punished. What they did not seem to understand was 

that they still – STILL – needed to repent. The last section of Ezekiel 33 is fascinating and makes sense to us even today. The people 

would hear Ezekiel and be impressed. They would gather and just love to hear him speak “like one who sings love songs and with a 

beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument.” Then is says, “They will hear what you say, but they will not do it.” 

 

Dead indeed. Destroyed beyond all recognition and repair. Everything they held dear desecrated and burned. Yet still not quite 

understanding. Perhaps this is to make it absolutely clear to us that we are all beyond the pale – dead bones, hopeless and unre-

deemable. There is some more bad news and explanations to come, but at this point we are on the cusp of the impossible: the 

vision of the valley of dead bones. Our restoration is from God – all of it. 

 

Our hearing and not doing was an emphasis of Jesus’ teaching. It is how he wraps up the Sermon on the Mount. “Every one then 

who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house upon the rock.” (Mt. 7:24). It is still diffi-

cult to do them. What we are tempted to do is act like children who listen to justify ourselves and then yell at each other. "But to 

what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market places and calling to their playmates, `We piped to 

you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.'” (Mt. 11:16-17). 

 

Jesus calls us not only to “hear his voice”, but to follow him. The image in Hebrews is to go outside the security of the camp and 

engage the world that is there. Ezekiel provides us an important transition in thinking about righteousness. He returns again and 

again to the theme of individual responsibility. Each of us, then, must decide to hear and to do. In a world where faith is conflated 

with nationalism, party politics, and entertainment it is a message we need to hear often. Hear. Do. 

---------------------- 

Read for October: I John or “The Screwtape Letters” by C.S. Lewis. It is easily available free online. Here is a link to one source for a 
free PDF. https://freeditorial.com/en/books/the-screwtape-letters 

 

https://freeditorial.com/en/books/the-screwtape-letters


WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time. You are wel-
come to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-RI (Shoulders)                         Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Cameron Hurst--USAF(Curry)               Hans Niestrath-USNA                                                            
Sam Richey-USMC (Stoltz)                    Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard     
Tyler Malik-National Guard                                         (Hampton)    

Worship Order 

Order of Worship                          
Sunday, October 4, 2020                                 

Congreg. Reading: Matt. 7:24-27                 
Hear O Israel                                                   

O Listen To The Wondrous Story                                                      
Prayer—Dan Rust                                     

Take Time To Be Holy                              
Break Thou The Bread Of Life                                                    

Scripture: Ezek. 33:30-33 Johnny               
Prayer—Eric Seesengood                                

No Children’s Church                                                                                                                    
Lesson: Sean Niestrath                         

Nearer, Still Nearer                                          
I Know Whom I Have Believed                                                                

Lord’s Supper                                                                                         
Presiding:  R. Dillingham                        

Prayer for Contribution                             
Benediction: Hebrews 13:12-16 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case 

you are needed to 

serve as a sub for the 

Lord’s Supper  

October:                           

R. Matheny                  

R. Stubblefield 

 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 0             

Worship:  85           

Contribution: 

$5429.00             

Wednesday: 48 

October 4, 2020 

 Monitor: Butch Blanton 

 Nursery: none                               

Children’s Church: none               

Sound Booth: Duggin 

 

Sunday, October 11, 2020           

Prayer:  Roger Matheny           

Prayer:  Ronny Stubblefield 

Scripture:   Dan Rust                      

Monitor: Kivil Brown                 

Nursery: none                                  

Children’s Church: none            

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding: Tim Teel 

Sound Booth—Parker Mathis 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

October 4—Rodney Blanton 

October 10—Mike & Shirley Dean 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Oct 24—Kelsey & Jared’s Wedding 

 

No Sunday PM Services 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

Anna Etta Brown, Ruth Shoulders,                                                                                                      

Ann Alderson, Don & Judy Niestrath, Sandy Pilon 

 

A table is set up in the foyer to col-

lect wedding gifts for Kelsey Teel and 

Jared Jones. They are registered at 

Target, Bed Bath & Beyond, Ama-

zon, and their wedding website. If 

you need the link, talk to Kellie. 

Door of Hope’s Walk For Life this 

year is virtual. You can still donate 

the same old way though!  The 

sponsor form is on the bulletin 

board, if you’d like to help this 

worthwhile cause. 

We all know family or friends that have been affect-

ed by breast cancer.   This congregation is affected 

by it. Remember those who are fighting it right now, 

and remember the survivors who’ve won their fight. 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paulo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429 barry.webb@ge.com                     

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@yahoo.com                                                             

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746. 

  

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Honduran brothers and sisters    
 Watata CoC in Homa Bay, Kenya 

 Church in Rome    
  
Serious Illness/Injury: 
Rita Frazier, lung cancer, Barbara’s SIL        Kim Feltner, Tim’s sister 
Bryce Alexander, leukemia                           Michael Skultety, cancer, Jane                     
Marvin Gallagher                                           Mike Bright, health issues                              
Ruffin Chandler                                             George Teel, cancer                                       
Keith Roberts, cancer, EJ                              Betty & Kim Stanley                                       
Bruce Coleson, MS                                        Makenzie Carson, L. Russell                          
Ed Wallace, liver transplant                            Brady Cobb, intestinal problems                    
Barbara Lynch, Shelia                                   Charles Smallwood, Micki’s father                
Jonathan Allen, MS                                       Tracy Thorp, cancer                                       
Aaron Reding, ALS                                        Mack Shearn                                                  
Jeff Travis, health                                          Ronnie Lear, COPD                                       
Hannah Gates, heart surgery                         Sherry Mitchell, cancer                                  
Wayne Warszona, Parkinson’s                      Pam Wiggins, cancer                                     
Connie Armstrong, cancer                            Kathy Lawrence                                             
Sandra Hawkins, cancer                               Bob Reis, MS                                                 
Richard Grogan , Barbara S.                         Diana Adams                                                 
Linda Turner, cancer                                      Dustin Ray, cancer                                        
Chesley Castleberry, cancer, EJ                   Aliyah Copeland, Palmer’s gd                        
Monica Seke, liver, Kenya                              Bill Long, cancer, Goodale                            
Samantha Morris, cancer, Stanleys               Paul Stone, Larry’s brother                             
Lisa Russell, blindness                                  Mark Scott, C.Chillcut’s brother                      
Dave Webb, very ill                                         Lana Fisher, lymphoma D.Warszona             
Shelia Hampton                                              Martha Thomas, stroke, T. Hampton              
Micki Clark, cancer                                         Janis Howard, cancer, T. Dillingham              
Gary Kirkwood, cancer                                  Ava Lomache, cancer, Pruitts                         
Chester Duncan, cancer, J.Pruitt                   Maverick Plesha, lymphoma, Melissa 

 
 

 
 

—Bonnie Allen, had cataract surgery Wednesday.                                                                                  

—Ann Alderson, comfort measures are being implemented.                                                                

—April Bridgman, unresolved iron-deficiency anemia issues.                                                                  

—Charlotte Chillcut, sleeping problems during recovery.  

—PRAISE: Sawyer Trader went home!!! 

mailto:pennyrilecoc@gmail.com
mailto:niestrath@juno.com
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