
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

January 8, 2023 

 When Justice and Righteousness Fail 

(Judges 1:1 – 3:6) 

Judges is the second of the books that we typically categorize as history in the Old Testament. In the Jewish tradition 

they are called the Former Prophets. Reading it strictly as history can cause us to miss some important messages for us 

and, as the history of our nation demonstrates, use it to justify horrific violence. 

There are a few things that we need to understand in our approach to Judges over the next few months. First, it is ar-

ranged theologically (the cycle of faithlessness, crying for help, rescue, and a period of peace), geographically (south to 

north), and symbolically (12 judges), not chronologically.  

Second a judge in the broadest sense is a “bringer of justice and righteousness.” The theme of justice and righteous-

ness runs all the way through the Bible as the goal of God’s will. It begins with God telling Abraham what he was doing 

with Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 18 and continues through the giving of the Torah (instruction or law) so that 

they would know how to be righteous and just. It carries on through the Former Prophets (Joshua – II Kings) and the 

Latter Prophets and The Book of the Twelve (minor prophets). There is not one that does not fail to discuss righteous-

ness and justice as the goal of God’s dealing with this creation. 

The third has to do with the violence in Judges. Anyone who knows anything about the nineteenth and twentieth cen-

turies in American History also knows that the bringing of justice to all people is a trail fraught with violence – even 

brother against brother. Judges has nothing on the Civil War, WWI, WWII, Vietnam (which is complicated), Korea, and 

every war since then.  

It is also worth suggesting that we think of the Canaanites as symbolic of a system that does not put God first – idola-

try. Not every Canaanite was destroyed. It was not the people that God hated, it was their system of injustice and un-

righteousness that appalled him. Judges tells us graphically what happens when we allow idolatry and self-assertion to 

rule the day. Judges begins with fighting against the Canaanites. It ends with horrific violence against women and 

fighting with each other – kidnapping virgins and nearly destroying the tribe of Benjamin. 

In the New Testament, Jesus was conflicted with the Pharisaical system, not the Pharisees per se. He was against that 

system because it elevated some while locking others out. His concern was that they, "Tithe mint and dill and cumin, 

and have neglected the weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy and faith.” (Matthew 23:23). 

Isaiah 1:27 tells us, “Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by righteousness.” Judges 

is consistent with the rest of scripture in its message of God requiring his people to pursue righteousness and 

justice. Because they did not pursue righteousness and justice both Canaanites and Israelites were de-

stroyed. Judges begins in a place called Bokim, “a place of weeping” and ends with weeping again in 20:23, 

26. 

When righteousness and justice are ignored at the expense of promoting self, there will be injustice and ex-

clusion. We are called to be faithful and just in a world that promotes self above all else. It is not an easy 

journey. 



WELCOME 
                           

Please fill out the information sheet found in the maroon binder at the end of your pew. 

*An attended nursery is provided during worship assembly.  

*Communion—We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord every Sunday (“first day of the week”) 
through a time of communion known as the Lord’s Supper. The “unleavened bread” represents His 
body and the “fruit of the vine” (cup of grape juice) represents His blood shed on the cross. As our 
guest, you are welcome to participate, though you are not required to do so. 
*Giving– We are challenged to be good stewards of God’s blessings by supporting the various minis-

tries of the church through a weekly collection that is taken during our worship time.                                        
You are welcome to give, but please do not feel as though you must. 

Ryan Hill-TN (Shoulders)                       Christopher Goodale-USMC                                                   
Hans Niestrath-USMC                           Jason Rushing-Air Natl Guard               
Tyler Malik-Natl Guard                              (Hampton)    

Sunday, January 8, 2023                                

Cong. Reading: Isaiah 1:24-28 
Hymns                                                     

Prayer—Roger Dillingham                    
Children’s Song                                      

Hymns                                                    
Lord’s Supper                                            

Presiding LS: David Stubblefield 
Serving LS: Kenneth Ashby              

Wayne Adams   Johnny Allen             
Keith Tapp   B. Blanton                              

Contribution                                         
Hymns                                                      

Scripture: Judges 2:16-19 Mark   
Prayer—Kenneth Ashby                         
Lesson: Sean Niestrath                             

Hymn                                                          
Benediction: Psalm 33:4-6                   

The Grace 

   ALTERNATES: 

Please meet in case 

you are needed to 

serve as a sub for the 

Lord’s Supper  

January:                    

R. Matheny                       

K. Ashby 

Communion Prep: 

Hampton 

For the Record:    

Last Sunday          

Bible Class: 56                 

Worship: 110         

Contribution: 

$8885.00       

Wednesday: 54 

January 8, 2023 

 Monitor: Barry Webb

 Nursery: none                               

CC: none                                     

Sound Booth: Zach Pressley 

 

Sunday, January 15, 2023        

Prayer:                                            

Prayer: Wayne Adams  

Scripture: Steve Stoltz               

Monitor: Q. Stephenson 

Nursery: none                                  

CC: Hampton                               

Serving the Lord’s Table:         

Presiding:  Roger Matheny                                  

Serving: D. Stubblefield 

Wayne Adams   J. Allen 

Keith Tapp    B. Blanton 

Sound Booth: Barry Webb 

 UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• January 27—Hockey Game, Evansville   

• February 17-19—Winterfest 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

January 8—Steve & Debbie Malik 

January 8—Eric & Karen Seesengood 

January 10—Harrison Pressley 

Sunday PM : Ancient Stories of Faith: Barak (Dan) 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

January 15—Russell Wedding Shower  

January 16—MLK JR Day 

January 27—Hockey Game 

February 17-19—Winterfest 

Please join us in a wedding shower on January 15 at 2pm 
here at Pennyrile to honor Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Russell 

(Samantha Curry). They are registered at Walmart, Amazon, 
and The Gift Horse.   

The yard sale room (yellow class-

room) is officially open for you to 

bring your stuff!                                            

Yard sale is April 7-8. 



When we meet: 

 Sunday 

Bible Study 9:30 A.M. 
Worship 10:30 A.M. 

 Sunday P.M. 

At the building 6 P.M. 

Small Groups Sept—May: various times; 
contact Sean Niestrath 

  
 Wednesday 

Bible Study 6:30 P.M. 

Contact Us: 

Office:   9:00a-1:00p M-F                          
Phone: 270-825-0304 

 Email: pennyrilecoc@gmail.com             
Mailing address: P.O. Box 161                  
Madisonville, KY  42431 

-Bulletin Deadline: Friday, 10 am 

Minister: 

Sean Niestrath 
269-352-9134 
 niestrath@juno.com 

  

Missionaries: 

Paolo Mirabelli 
Via Pacchiarotti, 52 
00139 ROMA-ITALIA 

  
 Marvin Rivera, Honduras                       
Email: marvinrivera1985@gmail.com 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

 

Elders: 

Barry Webb– 270-339-8429  barry1.webb@gmail.com                       

Dan Rust— 812-746-5635 dbrust@bellsouth.net                     

Byron Pruitt— 270-841-7518 brpruitt65@gmail.com                      

Ronny Stubblefield— 270-635-5360                                                      

ronnystubblefield59@gmail.com                                                 

Sean Niestrath— 269-352-9134 sean.niestrath@outlook.com 

Deacons: 

Jeremy Duggin, James Rust, Joshua Scott 

Brock Shoulders, Steve Stoltz,                                                        

Darin Swaidner, Tim Teel 

Shut-Ins & Elderly: 

 Sandy Pilon,  Richard Grogan,                                                 

Alberta Rust 

 
                                                                                                                                

 

 

—Byron, doing better. Might go home Monday.                                                                                          

—Ronny, also doing well. Waiting on path report.                                                                                   

—Cindy, went back to CCU with AFib.                                                              

—Judah Kittinger, pneumonia.                                                                           

—Kivil & Lea, covid.                                                                                                  

—Bettye Grogan, bronchitis.                                                                           

—Buddie Webb, heart stints.                                                                           

—Wayne Edwards, friend of Larry, wife (Donna) has cancer.                            

—Eric Seesengood’s uncle, GB Richey, passed away. 

Are you visiting?  Please use the 

camera on your phone and fill 

out a virtual visitors card! 

Ongoing Health Concerns and Prayer: 

Diana Adams          Jim & Eileen Miller                    
Gary Kirkwood                        Margaret Church             
Wilma Cunningham               Gaye Matheny                      
Tim Gallagher                          Ronny Stubblefield 

 Pennyrile Christian Counseling 

Elizabeth B. Webb, LMFT, LCSW 
To make an appointment, call 270-825-8746 
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