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ADULT EDUCATION
Third Reformed Church is full of life-long 
learners. Our various education tracks attract 
different learning styles and interests. Because 
we begin our Sesquicentennial Celebration in 
September, there are numerous offerings in 
the weekly Chapel Class that help us look to 
the past and to the future. Read through this 
brochure to find out what’s ahead for us as 
we learn and grow together!

Sunday Chapel Class

9:45 - 10:45 am

“Stepping Stones to Third” Series (5 weeks)

Sept 17 “The Reformation”
 Eugene Heideman

Learn about the political and religious climate in 
the Netherlands in the 16th and 17th centuries 
and the impact of the Reformation.

Sept 24 “Pietism in the Netherlands”
 Bill and Nella Kennedy

This class will trace the development of pietism in 
the Netherlands in the 18th century.

Oct 1 “The RCA in the East”
 Dennis Voskuil

Find out what the Reformed Church looked like 
when it came to the east coast of the United 
States in the 17th and 18th centuries.

Feb 25 “Civil Discourse and Infighting”

 Lynn Japinga
Of course all families disagree at times. Lynn 
Japinga will review what the RCA has fought 
about and how we typically resolve conflict.

Mar 4, 18, 25 TBA

Mar 11 “Strangers in a Strange Land”

 Greg Dykhouse
Greg will offer a book review of Strangers in a 
Strange Land: Living the Catholic Faith in a Post-
Christian World.  This book is a thought-provoking 
depiction of a complex contemporary scene. As 
the author fills in his canvas, he cites a wide 
variety of sources: magisterial documents and 
Church Fathers (especially Augustine), historical 
figures, contemporary ethicists and social 
scientists, and even poets.

April 1 Easter Brunch; Fellowship Hall

April 8 “Learning from a Student”
The class will welcome a current Western 
Seminary student who will lead a Bible study.

April 15, 22 “Third Church in the City”
Panel Discussion

Members of our congregation are invested in 
many aspects of community service and leader-
ship. Each week a panel of parishioners will share 
information on what’s happening in Holland.

April 29, May 6 “Pilgrim’s Progress” and “Pilgrim’s 
Regress”

Bob Palma

The class will consider spiritual pilgrimages as set 
forth in the allegorical narratives of Bunyan and 
Lewis. These pilgrimages will be compared with 
historical pilgrimages.

May 13 TBA

Sunday Bible Study Class
9:45 - 10:45 am

Room 22, Lower Level
Facilitators:  Amanda Dykhouse,

George and Joyce Magee
Joining this Bible study class affords participants 
an in-depth look at the book of Hebrews. This is 

a class for everyone, where no question is a 

“stupid question.” It is intended for those new to 
studying the Bible, as well as seasoned explorers.

Sunday Spiritual Formation Class
9:45 - 10:45 am

Centennial Room, Lower Level
Facilitator: Pastor Kama Jongerius

This class will use a spiritual formation guide, 

Learning from Jesus, to help us apply the Bible to 
our every day living. The emphasis of this class is 

fellowship through study and sharing. Come and 

go as you are able; guests are always welcome!

Thank  you to our 
Adult Education Planning Team

Harley Brown, Greg Dykhouse, Nella Kennedy, 
Margaret VanGrouw and Pastor Kama have 

planned these classes. Feedback is always 
welcome!  Thank you to our weekly host for the 

chapel class:  Al Gibson.

Calling All Knitters!
You are invited to join the knitting group, 
which meets on LIFT Wednesdays from 
6:30 - 7:30 pm in the Library to make 
prayer shawls for our members in need.



Oct 8 “Dinah Van Hardenbergh”
 Linda Walvoord deVelder

Dinah Van Hardenbergh was a Dutch pioneer’s 
wife in the 18th century. Through a one-woman 
play, we will learn what life was like at that time.

Oct 15 “Secession”
 Bob Swierenga

The development of the Reformed Church in 
America impacted not only those in the United 
States, but in the Netherlands as well. Learn 
more about this process which unfolded in the 
1800’s.

Oct 22 “Pastors of Third Church”
 Jonathan Hagood

Jonathan will present some highlights of the 
leaders who have served and influenced this 
congregation.

Oct 29 “Music at Third Church”
 Harley Brown

Although we define our music as “classical” 
there have been various movements, changes, 
and leaders in our music program. Learn more 
about the music life of Third.

Nov 5 “Service Projects”
John Hoekstra

John Hoekstra will lead us through some of the 
ways in which Third Church has practiced 
service - in our neighborhood and in the world.

Nov 12   “Introduction to Makoto Fujimura”
    Jeff Munroe & Joel Schoon Tanis

Internationally known artist, writer, and speaker, 
Makoto Fujimura is participating in this year’s 
Big Read. Joel and Jeff will give an introduction 
to Mako, his work and the Big Read book, When 
the Emperor was Divine, to prepare us for 
Makoto’s presentation at Third Church tonight.

Nov 19 “History of Pillar Church”

Chris DeVos
A few blocks from here, the split of Pillar Church 
resulted in two denominations: the RCA and the 
CRC. Chris DeVos, a former pastor at Pillar will share 
more about that division and our commonalities.

Nov 26 Kristen Johnson
We have invited another of our favorite presenters to 
join us this morning to speak on a topic of her choice.

Dec 3 “Angels We Have Seen on High?”

 Nella Kennedy
Nella will trace the development of angels, as we 
know them through art.

Dec 10 “Angels in the Bible”

 Bob Van Voorst
Our impression of angels can easily be formed 
through stories and current culture. Hear what the 
Bible says about angels.

Dec 17, 24,  Jan1    No adult education classes

Jan 7, 14 “Nature and the Old Testament 
Worldview of Priests”
Barry Bandstra

Jan 21, 28 “Post-Election Update”

 David Ryden
We are a year into President Trump’s 
administration. What do we need to know?

“Forming Third Church” Series (3 weeks)

Feb 4 “RCA Missions”
 Harvey Doorenbos

Historically, Third Church has been very 
supportive of our denomination’s mission efforts. 
Learn more about RCA missions, then and now.

Feb 11            “Third Church during War Years”
 Fred Johnson

Historian Fred Johnson will talk about how the 
war years in the first half of the 1900’s shaped 
area churches.

Feb 18 “The History of Our Building”

 Mark Bonnette
The church structure we now enjoy has changed 
through the years. Mark Bonnette was the chair 
of the team that created our most recent 
addition. He’ll look back at the changes of our 
physical building.

Weekly Bilingual Bible Study 
and Prayer Group

Sanctuary
Every Wednesday

6:30-7:30 pm
Facilitators: 

Angel and Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas

LIFT Adult Study
“White Privilege; Let’s Talk”

The Cash Value of  Whiteness and
Becoming an Ally

Chapel
Sept 20 - Nov 15

Wednesdays
6:30 - 7:30 pm


