
Transcript of 
Safe Gathering Committee Introduction  
from the June 7, 2020, service.

Hello.  I’m Charlotte Johnson Heideman and I am a family doctor in Holland.   
Several weeks ago I was asked to answer some coronavirus related questions at 
the consistory Zoom meeting.  Subsequent to that, the Consistory requested 
that a Safe Gathering Committee be formed to make recommendations for 
the safe re-opening of church activities in this era of the Covid 19 pandemic.  
Our committee consists of church members who are medical professionals 
and members of church administration.   We are planning to come before the 
congregation periodically to educate and inform you of our recommendations, 
procedures and strategies for returning to our church as best we can.   

We are  aware that some of these recommendations may be controversial.   We 
are respectful that there will be congregants who feel we are moving too slowly 
and some who will feel that we are moving too fast.  The demographics of our 
congregation indicate that we have a large number of “high risk” members and 
staff.  As a committee, we are in agreement  that we need to err on the side of 
caution when it comes to protecting the health and safety of our congregation 
and staff.  We wish to promote a culture of unity, caring for each other by 
practicing good hygiene techniques which will reduce spread of any infection.  
This will include requiring masks, hand hygiene and social distancing as we 
gradually resume church activities.  We will also advocate to support those who 
feel they need to stay home to be most safe in protecting their own health or, if 
they are sick, the health of others.

Zoom services will be continued indefinitely regardless of whether we are 
gathering in person or not.  While we all would like a definitive timeline for 
re-opening, we understand that this will likely be a fluid situation and we will 
provide some flexibility in our plans.  We will be collaborating and researching 
in the upcoming weeks to establish recommendations for a variety of scenarios 
regarding the virus and we will release these as we develop them.  Based on 
new evidence or recommendations, the facility policy will change to best reflect 
current “best practice.”  Our goal is to first “do no harm.”

The first new change to announce is admittedly a baby-step.  The church will 
now allow for pick-up and delivery of items and the library will be available by 
appointment.  Please call Kristin Beckner  in the main office to arrange a time.  
Only one household will be allowed in at any one time.  The church entrance 
doors will remain locked but there is a doorbell at the West entrance, which 
Kristin will answer.  It is the expectation that those entering the church will 
wear a mask (the church will have some if needed) and wash their hands in the 
bathroom to the right of the main doors before walking in.  We are working on 
hand sanitizer stations in the future.  
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We will strive to provide excellent communication with the church members by putting  information 
on the church website, the newsletter and on the Facebook Group.  We welcome any new and 
creative ideas that you may have regarding church life, fellowship, inclusion or safety.  Please contact 
any member of the committee with your ideas or any concerns or questions you may have.  Our 
contact information can be found in Shelby Next.

The members are:

• Charlotte Johnson Heideman, MD

• Steve Orlow, MD, Vice President of Consistory

• Jennifer Kroll, BSN, RN

• Meg Frens, MS, AT, ATC, Governing Elder/Worship Committee Member

• Vicki Voskuil, PhD, RN, CPNP

• Lynne Bonnette, RN, Deacon/Fellowship Committee Memeber

• Amy Lunn, Church Administrator

We have a daunting and precarious duty before us and we covet your prayers for wisdom, guidance 
and innovation as we seek to safely, thoughtfully and deliberately reunite our congregation. 


