
—Pastor Kent Fry

By the time this newsletter comes 
out, voting for the national election 
will be completed, even though we 
may not yet know the results.  Even 
better to publish these thoughts 
after the election so that no one can 
accuse me of endorsing a particular 
candidate.  Maybe the text is “Render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar, 
and to God the things that are God’s.”  
I credit some of these thoughts to a 
literary mentor William Willimon.

1. A great challenge for us as 
Christians is to keep politics in 
its place.  

Watching the news up until the 
election, one might think that all 
of life and happiness is reduced to 
politics.  The president, governors, 
supreme court justices are the most 
important people in all the world, and 
human history is on their shoulders.  
Some of you have spoken to me in 
the run up to the election that I ought 
to be more political in my sermons, 
and others have suggested that I 
am too political.  Actually, I am more 
excited about the biblical story from 
Genesis to Revelation that I don’t 
want to waste the time that I have 
repeating the points that you can get 
from cable news.

2. The coronavirus makes it 
difficult to sit with congregants 
in their living rooms.

But from previous years and 
electronic communication this year, 
I know that our congregation has a 

diversity of views when it comes to 
politics.  Some may be over-joyed 

Caesars of the right 
and left come and go; 
God remains.

with the election results; others 
maybe think it is the demise of our 
society and nation.  But I sense that 
Jesus, such as in Matthew 18:15, has 
a certain aloofness when it comes 
to politics.  Jesus concerns himself 
with focusing on God, and God alone, 
and getting us to worship God alone 
rather than Caesar.  Caesars of the 
right and the left come and go; God 
remains.  We ought to be careful 
about claiming that Jesus sanctions 
a particular political party or that 
Jesus invests heavily in the politics 
of the left or the right.  We might say 
that Jesus is more liberal than the 
liberal and more conservative than 
the conservative.

3. That is not to say that 
Christians are apolitical, 
and that the societal and 
political arrangements are not 
important.  

A leader’s decision can have 
profound impact on our society 
and the world; therefore, Christians 
should be involved in the political 
realm and can take positions.  Jesus 
said a great deal about care for the 

(See VOTING, page 2)
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(VOTING, continued) 
widow, the orphan, the stranger, 
the child, the vulnerable.  The 
Christian story with the inclusion 
of the Gentiles as full children of 
God and that we are created in the 
image of God, should inform how 
we look upon the equal treatment 
of all of our citizens and people 
from other nations.  There are also 
biblical stories about those who 
are wise and those who are foolish 
making provision for the present 
and the future.  Christians not only 
in the political realm, but also as 
a congregation and as individual 
disciples should pay attention to 
what Jesus values.  We are not 
wrong as Christians to look to 
candidates or party platforms that 
reflect values that mirror the biblical 
tradition and to act and to pray that 
God’s kingdom may come more and 
more on earth as it is in heaven.

4. And yet we all should agree 
that to discuss and to act in 
politics should have a good 
dose of humility. 

Whether we are on the right or the 
left, we are all sinners.  We may 
have ideals and opinions and life 
experiences that shape our thinking, 
but all of us are tainted with a 
certain degree of selfishness and 
self-righteousness.  Sometimes 
our voting is not because we think 
it is good for the nation or good for 
someone else, but it is good for us.  
The desire to make ourselves good, 
our pretensions and desire to force 
our way on everyone else, and the 
need for God’s grace, goes with us 
when we go into the voting booth 
or mail in our ballots.  We know that 
in our personal life that the ability 
to discern God’s will is difficult and 
that is no less true in voting.  So, you 
voted thinking that it was the will of 

God, but recognize that you could 
be wrong and someone else may be 
right; and therefore humility and not 
gloating should be the order of the 
day.

5. When Jesus talks about 
the kingdom of Caesar and 
the kingdom of God, we are 
reminded that we Christians 
carry two passports.  

We have a passport from our 
nation; most of us at Third Church 
an American passport (although 
not all of us!).  And ultimately, we 
are citizens of the kingdom of 
God.  Sometimes we feel that our 
government is at least somewhat 
in line with our values that are 
biblically and spiritually informed.  
But there are other times when we 
have a great deal of frustration and 
dissonance because our government 
is pursuing policies that we mildly 
or even vehemently disagree.  When 
there is an apparent disjunction 
between God’s way and the world’s 
way, we ought to criticize our 
government.  We can thankfully in 
this country assemble peacefully to 
ask for the redress of our grievances, 
and we can vote out those who are 
responsible for the state of affairs 
and vote in those who promise to 
set things right.  And we should do 
all of this with a recognition that our 
opponents might be right and we 
might be wrong.  The government 
can do a great deal of good and can 
do a great deal of harm, but again 
let’s remember that the government 
is not God and ought never to be 
given God’s glory.

6. Politics frequently concerns 
itself with justice and injustice.  

We have just finished a section in 
the Bible of the Exodus when God 

sided with Israel when they were 
slaves in Egypt.  We ought to be as 
a congregation on the side of the 
vulnerable in our society.  However, 
Jesus did not say, “Do justice to 
one another.”  He said, “Love one 
another.”  Justice is about the best 
we can hope for in secular politics.  
But Christians and the church aim 
for a more engaged, relational, 
and humane standard than even 
justice.  That might cause us to think 
differently about politics than the 
world goes about doing politics.  And 
it might inform our faithful presence 
and mission in our neighborhood 
and community even though the 
government and the politicians are 
doing something else.

7. As one of the pastors 
of the church, I call us in 
the days ahead after the 
election when there will 
continue to be division and 
polarization in our society, 
to be a congregation that 
lives together with people of 
different political persuasions.  

Let us be a light in our community 
that we are not a red state church 
or a blue state church, but people 
who have deep differences politically 
and different political opinions but 
we still gather at the Lord’s Table 
and gather regularly on Sundays to 
hear the Word of God so that we are 
shaped and formed for personal and 
societal life.  In a society racked by 
polarization, the church’s experience 
of a community made one in Christ 
can be a wonderful witness to a 
world full of divisions.

(Informed by William Willimon, Pulpit 
Resource, Volume 48, no. 4.)
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Church Finances
—Dave Vanderwel, Assistant Treasurer

As we head into the final two months 
of the year, I want to share a few 
thoughts about the church’s finances 
to give you perspective on how we’re 
doing financially.

Some Financial Concerns
Many of you were in our worship 
service this past Sunday when I 
gave a brief financial update and 
indicated that giving to the general 
fund is down about 6% from last 
year. To broaden that picture, our 
income through the first ten months 
is $63,000 behind last year while our 
expenses are $60,000 higher. Thus, 
at this point we are facing a $123,000 
deficit.

• Income is down primarily 
because giving to the general 
fund is down approximately 
$45,000 and we have had fewer 
activities generating income 
given Covid restrictions.

• Overall, expenses are generally 
well within budget except for the 
high volume of “pass-through 
gifts” which inflate both our 
income and our expenses.

• These pass-through gifts are 
generally benevolent gifts 
designated for a particular 
need beyond our outreach 
budget and TRC serves as a 
vehicle for sending the gift as 
intended. (Examples include 
gifts designated for Frontera de 
Gracia, Lubna, the Amaros, etc., 
where Third receives the gifts 
and forwards the money to the 
designated recipient.)

• The biggest concern is that this 
deficit drains our cash-on-hand 
to cover ongoing expenses. 
At this point our cash balance 
covers less than a month of 
expenses and is at its lowest 
level since November 2016.

Yet, there is hope ahead as 
November and December are 
traditionally our strongest months 
of congregational giving and the 
financial picture should improve 
as we move into year-end. Without 
making up some of the current 
deficit in our general fund, however, 
we will begin next year without the 
cushion we’re accustomed to having 
to help us navigate the typically 
lower support we receive throughout 
the first quarter of the year. Thus, 
the gifts we receive in the balance 
of this year will be critical for our 
financial well-being moving forward.

Being Mindful of the 
Needs of Others
Even with these concerns about our 
financial condition, I’m moved by the 
generosity of our congregation. Over 
11% of your giving this year ($93,000) 

It’s clear that you are a 
people who respond to 
need when it arises. 

has been designated to meet 
specific needs arising out of Covid 
(most notably $38K to the Amaros, 
$19K to our benevolent fund, $12K 
to Frontera de Gracia, $4K to Lubna, 
$5K for immigrant needs). It’s clear 
that you are a people who respond 

to need when it arises. Thank you for 
this demonstration of faithfulness.

Giving Alternatives
As you contemplate your year-end 
giving, let me remind you that there 
are alternatives to placing a check 
in your offering envelope or using 
the online giving portal on our 
church’s website that may have some 
financial advantages for you.

• Using your IRA: Many of you 
are required to take a Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) from 
your IRA annually because you 
are 72 or older. Instead of taking 
that RMD and paying taxes on 
it as income, you can make a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution 
(QCD) by having that distribution 
sent directly to the church. A 
QCD is not tax-deductible but 
neither does it count as taxable 
income. You may also make 
a QCD greater than your RMD; 
regulations generally allow you 
to make up to $100,000 in QCDs 
annually. Consult with your 
financial advisor before making 
such a gift.

• Making a gift of stock: In a year 
like this one with such dramatic 
volatility in the stock markets, 
making a gift of stock can either 
be a terrible or wise choice. Ask 
your broker for advice on this 
approach.

 » If you happen to own shares 
in some of the companies 
which have benefited from 
the Covid restrictions and

(See FINANCES, page 4)
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(FINANCES, continued)
gained in value, gifting 
shares of stock that have 
gained in value allows you 
to save paying capital gains 
taxes on that increase in 
value. If this is the case, 
transferring the stock to 
the church as a gift is the 
way to go. You can call the 
church office for transfer 
instructions to give to  
your broker.

 » If, however, yours is the 
portfolio that’s lost value, you 
may want to capture some of 
those losses to offset income 
and reduce taxes in that way. 
If this is the case, you would 
want to sell the stock first 
and then make a cash gift to 
the church. 

If you have any questions about the 
church’s finances or gifts you’d like  
to make, feel free to contact me 
(dave.vanderwel@trcholland.
org; 616-738-9471), Amy Lunn, or 
Treasurer Jeff Beird.

Swinging for 
the Fences: 
A Short History of the 
African-American 
Baseball League
On Wednesday, November 11, during 
the LIFT Adult Education hour, Jeff 
Munroe, an avid baseball fan and 
collector of baseball cards, will lead 
the adult ed class on the history 
of the African-American baseball 
league from 1880 to Jackie Robinson 
entering the majors. Please join us 
online via Zoom. Sign up for LIFT 
(and your free pizza dinner) on the 
church website.

Miss Joyce’s Jottings
November LIFT
Our Wednesday evening LIFT (Life In 
Faith Together) program is scheduled 
for this Wednesday, November 11 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. on Zoom.  
Families are invited to join us and 
create an Advent wreath to use 
during the upcoming Advent season.  
Pizza will also be provided for this 
event.  You must sign up on our Church 
website if you are planning to join us 
for pizza and Advent wreath making 
(we have a limited supply of Advent 
wreaths, so sign up today!)  Pizza 
and wreath supplies can be picked up 
at the Church beginning at 5:00 p.m.  
Donations for wreath supplies and 
pizza are encouraged and welcomed!

God’s Amazing Laboratory
Join us this coming Wednesday 
evening, November 11th, for another 
Science experiment and faith-based 
session at God’s Amazing Laboratory 
(Our Wednesday evening children’s 
LIFT program).  We meet at 6:30 p.m. 

on Zoom.  Science packets can be 
picked up at the Church when your 
family picks up your pizza and Advent 
Wreath supplies.  Don’t miss the fun!  
Join us as we explore the theme of 
giving thanks!

Save the Date
Mark Wednesday, December 9 at 
6:30 p.m. on your calendar for our 
Children’s Zoom Christmas party.   
More information will be coming as 
we get closer to this event; but plan 
now to join us as we have fun and 
celebrate the birth of Jesus together!

Sundays on Zoom
All children are invited to join us 
as we “travel through the Bible” 
each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. on 
Zoom.   We hear and reflect on the 
same scripture passages that are 
addressed in our morning worship 
services.  Come hear God’s word and 
challenge your parents to see if they 
have listened well in Church!  This 
week’s story is about Jonah. 

Mindings
Some of us recall Willis Jones, 
Third’s pastor (1979-1986) as the jolly 
fellow in the flowing cape greeting 
parishioners on 12th Street, the one 
who initiated the Saint Nicholas 
Parade for December 5,  and the 
creator of Mindings, a tradition 
prior to Thanksgiving. This tradition 
was established to acknowledge 
members of our congregation who 
had experienced a significant life 
change in the past year. In honor of 

that event, a small gift was brought 
to people who had gotten married/
celebrated significant anniversaries, 
those who experienced the death of 
a family member, those who made 
profession of faith, and many others.

 As 2020 has “dis-established” our 
rituals, this year’s “gift,” usually 
delivered by the Care Elders, will  
now be conveyed through a 
personalized card sent safely 
through the postal service.



9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!
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Church Family 
News
Birthdays
Elizabeth Bennett, November 4, 86 
years.

Marv Jalving, November 16, 96 years.

Sympathy
Sympathy to Vicky Anderson, Kip, 
Christa, Martha, Henri, and Chloe 
Holland-Anderson in the death of 
their husband, father, grandfather, 
Craig Anderson, on October 27.

Sympathy is extended to Joyce 
Magee in the death of her husband, 
George, on October 30.

Narrative Lectionary for November
From Genesis to Revelation, currently in the historical narrative of the 
Old Testament and then in the Prophetic Writings.  The monthly scripture 
passages might be called, “God’s Sightings.”

Sunday, November 1st All Saints Sunday
 Communion and Tolling the Bell for the Saints who have Died
 “God Cares for the Widow”
 I Kings 17:1-24; Luke 4:24-26

Sunday, November 8th  
“Jonah and God’s Mercy”

 Jonah 1:1-17, 3:1-10; 4:1-11; Luke 18:13

Sunday, November 15th  
“The Prophet Isaiah:  Holy, Holy, Holy”

 Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:8-10

Sunday, November 22nd   
“Jeremiah:  Reading the Scroll and the New Covenant”

 Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; 31:31-34; Luke 22:19-20

Spiritual Development by Joel Schoon-Tanis


