
—Amy Lunn, Church Administrator

And you probably have a bunch 
of questions. When? How many 
people? How can I do this? Do I have 
to do this? Will you still have Zoom 
available? How long will this last? 
And what about that great coffee we 
have?

Well don’t worry, because we have 
answers. Here goes.

When will these in-person 
services start? How many 
people can come?

Beginning November 1 we will be 
broadcasting from the sanctuary. 
That first Sunday will be tech 
crew and preachers only. We will 
then gradually build to our max 
attendance of 75: 25 people on the 
8th, 50 people on the 15th, and 75 
from the 22nd onward.

How can I do this?

We will have a reservations system in 
place and we will be posting specific 
information about this in the next 
couple of weeks. 

Here’s an overview: the majority 
of you will use an online form. We 
will reserve a percentage of the 
seats for those who will call in their 
reservation due to an inability to 
utilize the online form. 

Those who register will be required 
to fill out a health assessment 
prior to coming to church, or once 
they’ve arrived if they do not have 

computer access to the form. 
Your temperature will be taken 
and recorded at the door, and 
your contact information will be 
confirmed. Once you are admitted, 
you will take a designated path into 
and out of the Sanctuary.

Every one, for the entire time they 
are on the property outside of their 
vehicles, must wear a mask. This 
means the preachers as well. 

And this brings up an important point 
you should know: in-person worship 
will not resemble pre-pandemic 
worship. We are taking all CDC and 
health department required steps for 
distancing and safety. 

In-person worship 
will not resemble 
pre-pandemic 
worship. 

This means seating will be different, 
music will not be live, hands will not 
be shaken, the offering plate will not 
be passed. The staff is working 
hard to make this experience as 
meaningful as possible, but not at 
the expense of anyone’s health or 
safety.

Do I have to do this? Will you 
still have Zoom available?

No, you do not have to do this. We 
will continue to have Zoom available 
and will be delivering a Zoom- 
(See “in-person” page 2.)

So You’ve 
Heard We’re 

Providing 
In-Person 

Worship

THIRD CHURCH NEWS
CONNECTING AND INFORMING THE THIRD CHURCH COMMUNITY

October 22, 2020 Volume I . Issue 14



Third Church News October 22, 2020 Page 2

In-Person, (con’t)
centered experience for as long as 
the pandemic keeps people away. 
And after the pandemic we will 
continue to offer Zoom services. 

How long will this last?

Well, if you’re asking about the 
pandemic, that’s not a question we 
can answer. 

If you’re asking about in-person 
worship, we have an answer —but like 
many things during this time, it is not 
definitive. We will continue to offer 
in-person worship at the capacity 
allowed by the Department of Health 
and Human Services of the State of 
Michigan for as long as they allow it.

Finally, the awesome coffee.

This will remain something to look 
forward to when we are all back 
together post-pandemic. And what a 
wonderful day that will be!

Third Church Family News
Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to Mary 
Toppen Palma and the family of Bob 
Palma, who passed away on the 17th 
of October.

Thank You
Dear Friends at Third,

It was very comforting to receive 
the cards and calls from our church 
family in response to my mother’s 
passing. What a blessing it is to be a 
member of this caring church.

Gratefully, 
Nyla Hensley

We thank our Third friends for all the 
cards, thoughts and prayers during 
our difficult past month. It has been 
a true reflection of God’s grace and 
greatly appreciated. Love and peace 
to all.

John and Mary Amell

Marriage
Jonathan Hoffman & Alyssa Pinkham 
- October 10

New Members
Amy Wilhelmi & baptized son Bryce 
Winfield 
69 E. 21st St., Holland, MI 49423 
616-510-0623

New Address 
Dan Callam 
16263 Riley, Holland, MI 49424

Birthdays
Elizabeth Bennet 
October 4 
86 years

Marv Jalving 
October 16 
96 years

Miss Joyce’s Jottings
Zoom Harvest Party 
All children in grades 1-6 are invited 
to join us for our Zoom Harvest 
Party on Wednesday, October 
28th from 6:30-7:30. We will play 
games, decorate pumpkins, and 
have a costume parade/contest. 
It will be lots of fun for all who 
“zoom” with us! Pumpkins and 
party activity packets for this 
event will be available for pick-up 
at the Church parsonage portico 

(134 W. 12 th Street) starting 
after noon on Monday, October 
26th . Parents should email me 
(joycefry@trcholland.org) if your 
child is planning to participate to 
assure enough party supplies.

Sundays on Zoom 
All children are invited to join us 
as we “travel through the Bible” 
each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. We are 
reflecting on the same scripture 

passages that are being addressed 
in our morning worship services. 
Come hear God’s word and challenge 
your parents to see if they have 
listened well in Church! This week’s 
story is about King David and his 
desire to build a temple… join us to 
find out what David does. Reminder 
to families: we will not meet on 
Sunday, November 1st. Worship with 
your Church family as we celebrate 
“All Saint’s Day”.



9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Sunday Worship in October and November
The Narrative Lectionary as We Journey this Year from Genesis to Revelation
October 25th God’s Promises to David, 2 Samuel 7:1-17 (Luke 1:30-33)

We Move in the Old Testament from Promises Made and Broken to God’s Sightings
November 1st God Cares for the Widow, All Saints Sunday and Communion, I Kings 17:1-16 (Luke 4:24-26)
November 8th Jonah & God’s Mercy, Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10; 4:1-11 (Luke 18:13)
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What’s Happening at Third: Info and Updates
—Pastor Kama

First, a small PSA: COVID is sneaky. 
COVID-19 recently breached the walls 
of Third Church.  Remember that 
any person can be infected without 
looking or sounding ill, and that your 
allies in safety are social distance (6 
feet at least) and wearing a mask –
especially when indoors.

Now, on to several educational 
opportunities.

People are paying attention to 
plastic waste. That’s because it’s a 
huge global problem. Plastic fibers 
are entering the food chain. Plastic 
trash clogs vast stretches of the 
ocean. Fossil fuel, which is driving 
climate change, is the raw material 
for plastics. 

What to do?

You can start with learning more. 
Here’s an opportunity: take 
advantage of the free virtual film 
screening of the Story of Plastic, 
and then sign up to participate in the 
Q&A panel reflections and breakout 
sessions on October 27 at 7:00 
PM. Hosted by the Citizens Climate 
Lobby - Holland Area, you will need 
to register at this link by Monday, 

October 26 at noon: https://forms.
gle/DZm343EVUFKRFy1C6. This 
discussion is hosted in partnership 
with the League of Women Voters - 
Holland Area, Hope College’s Green 
Team, and Macatawa Creation Care.

Adult education chapel class is 
enriching. Each Sunday morning 
on Zoom announcements are made 
and an introduction given prior to 
class beginning promptly at 9 am. 
So far we’ve heard about The Bible, 
the Church, Slavery and Racism led 
by Dr. John Brogan and Reckoning 
with our Racial History led by Dr. 
Fred Johnson. We had between 60 
and 70 computers logged on for each 
of these weeks. In the near future 
we will be posting videos of these 
classes onto our TRC website. This 
Sunday Dr. David Ryden, Professor 
of Political Science at Hope College, 
will complete his two-week series 
addressing the Political Polarization 
of our Nation.  Please join us this 
Sunday as Dr. Ryden will address 
questions that have been submitted 
to him through his email at: ryden@
hope.edu

November 1 and 8 will feature 
Dr. Dennis Voskuil presenting on 
American Exceptionalism and 

African American Denominations, 
respectively. This will be followed by 
two weeks of presentations on the 
“ambling shambling Oregon writer”, 
Brian Doyle, led by Jeff Munroe and 
Mark Hiskes respectively.

You can easily access the adult 
education chapel class by going 
to our website: trcholland.org and 
clicking on the link.

The election is near. Dr. David Ryden 
(see above) was asked about the 
most balanced source for reading 
political news. His preference is a 
site called, realclearpolitics.com

I’ve been using this site frequently 
this week, and I find it fascinating. 
It presents articles and news from a 
wide variety of viewpoints. It keeps 
me from being encapsulated in a 
bubble wherein I read only news with 
which I’m likely to agree.

Be healthy; read other points of view.

Third Church is an amazing 
congregation. I know you know this. 
But I just want to assure you that 
it’s still true. Even amidst a global 
pandemic God is moving within and 
among us.


