
—Pastor Kent Fry

 “Blessed are the de-polarizers, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven,” 
quoting Dr. Francis Collins  upon 
receiving the Templeton Prize for 
contributions in science and religion.  
Dr. Collins and The National Institute 
of Health are funding vaccines that 
hopefully will be available in some 
time in 2021 to the  American public 
and the world.

I believe that Collins’ theme of 
defusing and moving beyond the 
current polarization in our society 
will be crucial in the current 
climate and for the foreseeable 
future.  And sadly, I believe that the 
Christian Church in various forms 
and branches has contributed to 
the polarization by seeking to grasp 
power and hold onto power when we 
have not acted in the way of Jesus.  
The way of Jesus is the way of 
humbleness and a faithful presence 
of justice and mercy in personal 
relations and in our community and 
society.
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So first let me express that we pray 
for the President of the United 
States, Donald Trump and his wife 
Melania and other members of the 
Executive Branch and the Congress 
who have been visited with COVID-19.  
We pray for their recovery and 
health.  We hope and pray that 
those responsible for running the 
government, the security of the 
United States, and the day to day 
responsibilities of government can 
perform their functions with wisdom 
and thoughtfulness.

Second, the Michigan Supreme Court 
has ruled 4-3 that the Governor of 
Michigan cannot continue to issue 
Executive Emergency Orders.  Our 
Safe Gathering Committee has 
followed the basic guidelines of 
the governor and the state health 
department.  The consistory has 
empowered the Safe Gathering 
Committee to advise the church in 
the coronavirus environment.  My 
best guess is that we will continue 
to follow the guidance of the state 
health department regardless of 
the legal parameters.  And we will 
not claim as a church some first 
amendment protection because it is 
a poor witness to our community of 
the good news of Jesus.  The virus 
does not know whether you are a 
person of faith or a secular person, 
and we do not want our church to 
be a spreader of the virus.  We have 
been in a process of figuring out how 
to open the sanctuary safely to up 
to 75 people with masks and social 
distancing and no congregational 
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singing which fits with state health 
department guidelines.  We know 
that we will continue to broadcast on 
Zoom. 

Third, this is a difficult time for our 
society and our own congregation.  
I want to share on the part of the 
clergy and the staff that I have 
observed us trying to work creatively 
and adapting to the events that 
we face.  In my 40 years in parish 
ministry and the year that I am 
planning on retiring, this has been 
the most challenging and frustrating 
year that I have ever faced in the 
ministry.  My goal is to deliver the 
church on the other side of this 
present crisis safely into the harbor.  
Some of our congregation may not 
be able to handle the computer 
online version of the church, and we 
should respect the decisions that 
they are making.  I am convinced 
that the events of this weekend 
in Washington D.C. reaffirm that 
we have moved in a conservative 
direction in terms of opening the 
sanctuary and that has been the 
wiser course.

Fourth, the AV sub-team with 
the support of the consistory 
is communicating with the 

congregation.  I do believe that 
this is a significant direction for 
our congregation that will preserve 
our traditional liturgy and will 
make us adaptable and flexible in a 
coronavirus and post-coronavirus 
world.  I believe that it will set up the 
new pastor with significant tools that 
will help the congregation to thrive.

Fifth, we are journeying through the 
Narrative Lectionary from Genesis 
to Revelation.  I also encourage the 
congregation to make use of the 
daily readings that fill in between 
Sundays.  These readings are posted 
in the bulletin and in the download, 
“Sharing God’s Story at Home.”  If you 
do so, I believe that you will have a 
significant encounter with the great 
stream of the biblical story that can 
help to provide a narrative story that 
is greater than the chaos and friction 
of our times.

Sixth, we have an election coming 
up that is important to the life 
of our nation and society.  John 
Calvin ended his Institutes of 
the Christian Religion not with 
eternal life and heaven which is the 
normal placement of such things 
with most theologians, but rather 
with the role of civil government.  

Reformed theology is life with a 
total worldview that does not make 
a strict separation between the 
spiritual and daily life, including 
politics.  You are Christians who 
have studied the scriptures, heard 
the Word of God, and participated 
in the sacraments and you should 
take a kingdom perspective with 
you as you participate in our 
civic society.  Voting, maintaining 
democratic forms of government, 
and participating in our society are 
part of the life of a disciple of Jesus.

Seventh, and I will conclude with 
seven points which is a biblical 
number, many of you have shared 
that during the pandemic you are 
stuck in the valley.  I encourage you 
to watch a video of Dr. Francis Collins 
and his work on a vaccine which 
brought me to tears.  It is about six 
and a half minutes long.  It is good 
to know that there are people of 
integrity, faith, and science who are 
working for the good of our society 
and the entire world.  

You can find the video at  
trcholland.org/home/collins

Third Church Family News
New Addresses
Elliot & Elaine Tanis 
145 Columbia Ave. #671 
Holland, MI 49423

Jan Benningfield 
630 Hastings Ave. #327 
Holland, MI 49423

Esther Vande Bunte 
14214 Green St. 
Grand Haven, MI 49417

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to the 
family of Margaret Thurber, who 
passed away on October 1.
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Miss Joyce’s Jottings
3rd Grade Bible Presentation
Each year Third Church gives Bibles 
to children who are entering the 
Third Grade as they move from the 
Worship Center program into Young 
Levites.  This year we had to do 
something different since we are not 
meeting in person at Church due to the 
Coronavirus.  On Wednesday, October 
7th, the Third Graders were invited to 
the Church lawn to receive their Bibles 
and share their journeys of faith.  We 
will be sharing more about this event 

and our Third Graders during our 
Sunday morning worship on Sunday, 
October 18th.   Our Third Graders this 
year are:  Elias Baer, Vivian Bolt, Clint 
Howell, Emersen Kroll, Layla Leal and 
Elsa Pasatta.  May God continue to 
bless you all as you read and learn 
more about God’s Word in your new 
Bibles.

God’s Amazing Laboratory”
At LIFT On Wednesday, October 14th 
the children are invited once again to 
connect the world of science with a 

story from the Bible.  We meet on Zoom 
at 6:30 p.m. after our LIFT community 
time (Starting at 5:30:  “The Great 
Third’s Bake-Off” and “Google Guess” 
game time).  Science experiment bags 
will be available to pick up under the 
portico at the Parsonage on Tuesday 
and Wednesday (Oct. 13th and 14th) OR 
you can round up your own necessary 
ingredients (a list of these items 
can be found on our website starting 
on Monday, Oct. 12th).  So, come be 
a junior scientist and join the fun at 
God’s Amazing Laboratory!

Elias Baer Vivian Bolt Layla Leal

Emersen Kroll Clint Howell Bruno Bolt, who missed Elsa Pasatta



9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Sunday Worship in October and November
The Narrative Lectionary as We Journey this Year from Genesis to Revelation
October 11th Golden Calf, Exodus 32:1-14  

 (Luke 23:34)
October 18th God Answers Hannah,  

1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20  
(Luke 1:46-55)

October 25th God’s Promises to David,  
2 Samuel 7:1-17  
(Luke 1:30-33)

We Move in the Old Testament from 
Promises Made and Broken to God’s Sightings

November 1st God Cares for the Widow,  
All Saints Sunday  
and Communion,  
I Kings 17:1-16 (Luke 4:24-26)

November 8th Jonah & God’s Mercy,  
Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10; 4:1-11  
(Luke 18:13)

Worship. Joel Schoon-tanis, artist.  
Joel is a member of Third Reformed Church  

and artist in residence for 2020-2021.

Third Church News October 8, 2020 Page 4

Disability Concerns
—Phil Coray

Disability Awareness Sunday 
(October 11) is an opportunity to raise 
awareness concerning people with 
disabilities in order to fully engage 
them in the church’s life.

I know that with changes made in 
our routines and relationships we 
are concerned about helping each 
other to be safe. However, there may 
be occasions when we meet new 
people who seem to have a disability: 
mental, physical, intellectual or 
sensory.

Establishing relationship is the most 
important part of helping a person 

be included in our community.

The CRC and RCA Disability Concerns 
has provided a brief presentation 
created by a member of its advisory 
board about “The 5 Stages of 
Disability Attitudes”. 
1. Ignorance: avoidance or 

discomfort [listening to the 
person brings the next stage]

2. Pity: feeling sorry for them. 
3. Caring: knowing what we can 

do about this, more than just 
helping, establish a relationship.

4. Friendship: getting to know 
this person and showing them 
dignity.

5. Co-laboring: making full 
inclusion of a disciple in the 
community/body.

This presentation is available on 
at www2.crcna.org/disability: 
“Everyone belongs, everyone serves” 

The people at the Disability Concerns 
newsletter, “Breaking Barriers”, 
located at the same site, are asking 
for articles written about how the 
pandemic has created access to the 
means of removing some barriers for 
people with disabilities (400 Words, 
by October 30).


