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I Know
I Know
This.
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—Pastor Kama Jongerius

Wow.
So many things are changing.
The coronavirus, the climate,
the ways we stay (or don’t stay)
connected…

Beautiful aesthetics
Traditional liturgy
Life-long learning
Classical music
The Arts

Change is occurring at Third Church,
too.
Currently we are not meeting on-site,
we worship on Zoom, we have three
retirements coming up next summer,
we’re updating our audio and adding
visual in the sanctuary… a lot is
happening.

The reason Third Church has been
this way for 152 years is not because
of its pastors or any one of its
particular members. Rather, these
values transcend any one person
while embodied in each person in
different ways.

A wise mentor of mine, Wes Kiel,
said something like, “All change is
experienced with components of
loss and is accompanied by grief”.
(Even happy events like graduations
are a “yes” to the future, while saying
farewell to the familiarity of the
past.)
Within our congregation the
experience of change can lead to a
real fear that Third Church is on a
slippery slope to …. some place that
is unrecognizable/ unholy/out of
character.
I know I know this:
That is not true.
The core values, mission and worship
style of TRC remains firmly intact.
People at Third are here because
they love and appreciate:
Jesus
Discipleship
Spiritual growth
Thoughtful deliberations
Mission-oriented mindsets
Intellectual conversations

I also know this:
Mark Hiskes hit the nail on the head
when he recently wrote this about
Third Reformed Church.
“Third Church has always been
guided by men and women who seek
the leading of the Holy Spirit. I have
been on consistory numerous times
and have been on many committees.
I have seen various spiritual trends
and movements come and go during
our 30 years there. While I haven’t
always agreed with the response of
the church, I have always believed it
is a congregation of deeply spiritual,
thoughtful, committed Christians
trying to follow the Spirit’s leading.
“This summer I decided to join
Consistory again because I was
convinced—more than ever
before—that the Holy Spirit is doing
important, wonderful things at Third
Reformed Church, and I want to be
part of it in any way I can. Third
has arrived at the place it is after
over a century of wrestling with
God’s leading and trying its best to be
faithful to it. It hasn’t always been
(Continued on page 4.)
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Crazy Camp Games & Hearing God’s Voice Together
—Rev. Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas, Pastor of Neighborhood Ministries

The summer before 8th Grade I spent
a week at Camp Moran, on Orcas
Island in the peaceful, forested
San Juan Islands of the Pacific
Northwest. I think of that week of
camp as deeply memorable and
meaningful. Maybe it was because
of my impressionable age, but so
much is still remarkably vivid about
that camp week! Was it the Indiana
Jones-themed games that had us
racing to dive off the dock to search
for gold-painted rocks at the bottom
of the lake? (Is that even safe?!) Or
because of one of the boys’ cabins
staged a biblical murder scene
each morning for the Clean Cabin
Inspector to discover and recount
to us after breakfast? Or was it the
hilarious, hip chaplain who gave
devotions each day? Or, perhaps,
it was so formative because I was
beginning to learn to listen, and to
open my heart up even further to the
Spirit of God speaking into my life.

For one of the “camp talks”, we were
asked to play a blindfold game where
we had to have our eyes covered,
and walk chattering and talking in a
big swirl of teenagers bumping into
each other (That’s soooo pre-Covid,
right?) and to listen for the voice of
our counselors to find our group. The
first cabin to reunite would win! Of
course, hilarity and chaos ensued!
The teaching point of the activity
was that in life we have so many
voices clamoring to fill our ears and
minds, and we must be diligent and
wary, to listen for the voice of God’s
Spirit & Word above all others. “My
sheep know my voice”, Jesus said;
which calls us to both get up-close
and familiar with the voice of our
Shepherd, and to be willing to shut
out the noise that distracts from
hearing and following Christ.
This lesson was just right for me
back then, and was a poignant

Disability Concerns
—Phil Coray

As the pandemic continues to affect
all of us, keeping us physically
separated, we need to learn newer
ways to stay close as a community.
As we learn to use technical
developments, such as Zoom, we
may be better able to relate to
each other. The social time after
Sunday worship services has helped
many express their concerns for
themselves, relatives, and friends
more personally. The TRC blog has
been beneficial for engaging us in
prayer concerns.
I believe we also need to prepare
for the time when we have access

to proven vaccines to prevent
the spread of the coronavirus
and improved means of treating
people already suffering from it.
The Christian community needs
to seriously consider if wealthier
communities and countries will
dominate access or if less developed
communities and countries will also
have access. We need to work to
make access equitable.
I welcome responses from others
on how we can best work on these
issues. You may contact me via email
or phone: pjcoray@att.net
616-396-2060

teaching among many that shaped
me and gave me the courage I
needed in my growing walk of faith
in Jesus as I started high school the
following year.
If you and I could repeat this
exercise again today, I think we
could add an important dimension
to the lesson. Sure, if a whole herd
of sheep charges around the pen
trying individually to locate their
Master, and listen only to that voice
and be the first to arrive, chaos-and wounds--are bound to ensue!
Certainly, we mustn’t allow other
voices overcome our listening to
God’s, as per the original intent of
the lesson-- but aren’t believers
also called to listen to one another
and follow our Shepherd together?
To walk alongside one another with
sympathy and compassion? To help
each other? To put one another’s
needs first, as Paul exhorted the
Philippian church? (Philippians 2:1-4)
What exercises of listening, sharing
and walking together would help us
as a flock? Whose voice needs to be
heard that hasn’t, so that we might
all draw nearer to our Shepherd?
When and how can we quiet our
collective chatter, noise and
anxieties so that all can hear better?
I’m thankful that God doesn’t leave
us to our own sheep-like wits. I’m
thankful that God speaks in ways
that are sometimes unmistakable,
sometimes mysterious to us,
but always trustworthy. And I’m
thankful that he calls us to be a flock
together, and that through his Spirit,
Christ walks with us all the way.
There’s a lot of noise in 2020, friends.
Let’s stick ever so close and listen for
our faithful Shepherd, together.
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Hours & Days & Years & Ages:
An Update from the Safe Gathering Committee
It seems like we’ve been at this
forever now: masks on, different
protocols for everything from school
to doctor’s office visits. It’s wearing
and wearying. And even worse than
that: nothing has changed. The
virus is not gone; there’s no new
miracle treatment; vaccines are still
months away. The only thing that
has changed is a new, and more
accurate, understanding of the
duration of this pandemic. And it’s
not great. According to the CDC and
Johns Hopkins, we are not yet half
way through the pandemic.
That’s a tough pill to swallow.
In light of this new, and sobering,
information, the Safe Gathering
Committee has changed it’s
recommendations on gatherings
at Third. From this point on, Third
Reformed will follow the guidelines
of the State of Michigan for indoor
and outdoor gatherings for non-

religious organizations and events.
The Safe Gathering Committee
unanimously agrees to one
important fact: the virus does not
know if you are in church. That is why
the recommendation is for following
the non-religious limits on number
of persons. As of today, this means
we can have 10 people, per event,
indoors, and 100 people outdoors all with masks and distancing. And
starting in two weeks, 20% capacity
with masks and distancing.
Even now the committee is working
on protocols for safe, in-person
worship at reduced numbers. A
timeline for this process will be
released on Wednesday, October 14.
We know this is hard. No one wants
this to continue. We hope that
the ability to gather, even in small
groups, will be a bright spot in your
day, and bring joy to you in these
dark times.
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Women’s Ministries
—Laurie Orlow, Chair

Our Women’s Bible Study groups
are meeting in varied ways this
fall. Some are meeting in person,
outdoors and socially distanced
(while the weather holds), and others
are getting together on Zoom.
While three groups are not meeting
at present, each of the eight groups
has committed to praying for a
grade level of Third’s children and
youth (grades Pre-K through 8).
We make this commitment each
year, remembering our students
with prayers and periodic notes or
cards. In doing so, we honor our
congregational vow at baptism to
pray for them and encourage them in
the fellowship of believers.
All Third women are invited and
encouraged to participate in a study
group. If you’d like information on
how and when different groups are
meeting, please contact Laurie
Orlow.

TRC Family News
Birthdays

Phyllis Bruggers Oct. 2 - 96 years
Don Maatman Oct. 8 - 95 years
Lois Jalving Oct. 13 - 95 years

Sympathy
Sympathy is extended to Doug
and Stacy Kamphuis in the death
of Doug’s sister, Julie DeVries, on
September 9.

Baptism
Amelia Grace Kamphuis, daughter of
Benjamin and Kaylie Kamphuis, was
baptized on Sunday, September 20.

New Addresses
Bruce and Nicole Stewart
796 Hazelwood Dr.
Holland, MI 49424
John and Mary Amell
237 Bay Breeze Lane
Holland, MI 49424

Thank You
Dear Friends at Third,
It was very comforting to receive the
prayer shawl after my recent back
surgery. It will give warmth in many
ways and is greatly appreciated. We

are blessed to be a part of such a
wonderful church family.
Jim Hensley
We continue to be grateful
experiencing prayers, thoughtful
notes, an attractive prayer shawl,
and pastoral staff visits from the
caring congregation of Third Church.
With heartfelt thanks,
Bob Palma and Mart Toppen-Palma
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(Continued from page 1.)

pretty, but Third has, in my
experience, been faithful.

as did most of our consistory, based on
the weekly comments and insights we
shared.

“In August, our Consistory read and
discussed over 3 separate weeks the
wonderful book on church leadership,
called “Foretaste,” by Paul M. Dietrich.
Our own George Hunsberger endorsed
the book on the back cover. I was
skeptical about reading another book
on leadership, but I soon realized
what a terrific book it was and what
a wise, thoughtful, loving group our
Consistory was as we discussed it.
His basic thesis for the book comes
from a quote by Lesslie Newbigin:
“The church is only true to its calling
when it is a sign, an instrument, and
a foretaste of the kingdom.” I really
resonate with that view of the church,

“During this unbelievably divisive
time in our nation’s history, when
even the issue of wearing a simple
mask to protect our brothers and
sisters in the community divides
us, I am so proud to be a member
of a congregation whose vision and
values reflect the barrier-free nature
of the Kingdom of God, where each
and all are welcome, where more
than anything else, we want anyone
wandering through our doors or onto
our website to get a foretaste of what
the Kingdom of God is like and how, at
it’s holy beating heart, that Kingdom
and our church is founded on love—
love for each and all of us.
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“Finally, I have learned that my view
is one of many at Third Church. This
is God’s church, not mine, it is God’s
mission we are participating in, not
mine. After 30 years at Third, I’m
still thrilled to be a part of it, even
though it may sometimes frustrate me
with its decisions. I’ve learned that,
while my input will be welcomed, it
will always be just a part of the mix of
what the Spirit is saying to each of our
members.”

As I said, the core values, mission
and worship style of TRC remain
firmly intact. In the midst of our
changing world I hope you can find
both the comfort and the challenge
in that.
Pastor Kama

Sunday Worship in October:
The Narrative Lectionary
from Genesis to Revelation
“Promises Made-Promises
Broken”
Sunday, October 4th

The Promise of Passover
Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8
(Luke 22:14-20)
Sunday, October 11th Golden Calf
Exodus 32:1-14
(Luke 23:34)
Sunday, October 18th God Answers Hannah
1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20
(Luke 1:46-55)
Sunday, October 25th God’s Promise to David
2 Samuel 7:1-17
Jesus and the Disciples at Passover Dinner. Joel Schoon-tanis, artist.
(Luke 1:30-33)

9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class.
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.
Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

