
—Dave Vanderwel, Assistant Treasurer

Throughout the year, we’ve marveled 
at how giving to the church has 
continued even though our gathering 
in person has not. As a congregation, 
you have been very generous to the 
many benevolent needs that have 
arisen. Giving to causes such as 
assistance for families suffering the 
impact of Covid, support for Frontera 
de Gracia, helping feed Pakistani 
Christians through Lubna, and 
benevolent assistance for members 
of our congregation has been up 
40% over last year and totals over 
$60,000. It’s the kind of generous 
response to need we’ve come to 
expect from Third Church.

What is becoming more evident, 
however, is that this generosity 
toward others is coming at the 
expense of our general fund which 
covers the church’s operations and 
programs. Giving to the general 
fund has been sliding throughout 
the summer and is now down 
$40,000 from last year. As general 
fund giving has dropped, so has the 
balance in our operating checking 
account which has dropped to its 
lowest level since 2016. Further, our 
expenses have historically exceeded 
our revenue during the months of 
September and October. We should 
be able to weather those months 
without tapping our line of credit, but 
things are beginning to get tight.

The encouragement for today is that 
over 40% of our annual giving comes 

between now and year-end and thus 
there is time for us to make up the 
current gap. The threat, however, is 
that, in order to meet our budgeted 
goals for this year, our giving will 
need to be 10% higher than last year 
over the final four months of the 
year. 

So here is the punch line: if you’re at 
home waiting for the collection plate 
to pass by, consider this a virtual 
offering plate; Please drop off, mail, 
or make your gifts online via the 
church’s website to help us catch up. 

In planning your 
year-end giving, 
please remember we 
need to continue to 
fund our operations, 
as well as meet the 
needs of others.

In planning your year-end giving, 
please remember we need to 
continue to fund our operations, as 
well as meet the needs of others 
- and we need to step it up a bit in 
the final months of the year. We 
feel that it is our job to share this 
economic reality with you and that 
this is as good a time as any.  Thank 
you for your faithful support of Third 
and its ministry which continues to 
be remarkable, year after year, and 
challenge after challenge.

Y’all 
Don’t 

Forget 
About Us
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Launching the Fall Season
—Pastor Kent Fry

During the Labor Day sermon, I 
shared a quote from Martin Luther, 
the great Protestant Reformer, in a 
time of pandemic in the 16th Century.  
Pandemics, famines, and natural 
catastrophes are not entirely new to 
the Christian Church.  While Luther 
accepted the general belief that a 
pandemic was in some sense of the 
judgment of God, he did not dwell 
on it and rather focused on very 
practical counsel that is as relevant 
today as it was in his own time.

“With God’s permission the enemy 
has sent poison and deadly dung 
among us, and so I will pray to 
God that he may be gracious and 
preserve us. Then I will fumigate 
to purify the air, give and take 
medicine, and avoid places and 
persons where I am not needed 
in order than I may not abuse 
myself and that through me others 
may not be infected and inflamed 
with the result that I become the 
cause of their death through my 
negligence.  If God wishes to take 
me, he will be able to find me.  At 
least I have done what he gave me 
to do and am responsible neither 
for my own death nor for the death 
of others.  But if my neighbor needs 
me, I shall avoid neither person nor 
place but feel free to visit and help 
him.”  (Luther, Letters of Spiritual 
Counsel, from a letter of 1527, 
quoted in Wright, page 63)

I understand Luther to say the 
following:

1. I have faith in God, and we pray 
for grace and deliverance.

2. But that does not mean that 
I act recklessly in the face of 
the disease.  Simply saying I 
have faith and not instituting 
good health hygiene and safe 
practices, Luther equated this to 
suicide.

3. We have a responsibility to our 
neighbor and ourselves not to 
spread the disease.

4. This is particularly a time to 
draw closer to God and to be 
responsible to my neighbor. 

Our church leaders, I believe, are 
trying to do this in the best way they 
can amid the current struggles and 
times.  For this Fall we are on an 
online platform with worship at 10 

AM and Social Time at 11 AM.  Prior to 
worship, we will have adult education 
and children’s education at 9 AM, 
which can be accessed on our web 
site.

Am I happy with this arrangement?  
Of course not!  For as Luther put it 
in another setting, “When I am alone 
there is no warmth or vigor in me, 
but when I am with the multitude 
a fire is kindled in my heart.”  
Personally, I am also aware that this 
may be the last Fall that I work with 
a congregation to put a Fall Ministry 
and Mission program together before 
retirement as a parish pastor.  I 
miss greatly seeing the people each 
Sunday and Wednesday, praying with 
you in person, seeing you during the 

Genesis 15:1-6  “The Promise to Abraham” - Joel Schoon-Tanis
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week in the church building, and 
the list could go on and on…..But 
I am thankful for the technologies 
that make possible some form of 
communication in the midst of social 
distancing.

Many refer to our sanctuary as 
incredibly beautiful; therefore, they 
long for the courts of the Lord.  And 
it is!  And yet the church is more 
than a place for spiritual solace; it 
is a beachhead.  It is the place and 
the people that give witness to the 
good news of Jesus Christ before the 
greater community.  We are better 
when we meet in person and give 
witness to our faith before the world.  
The virtual worship platform does 
not make this possible in quite the 
same way.  And yet we are called to 
love God, love one another, to love 
our neighbor, and this is the best we 
can do for now.

What is to be done?  As pastors, 
a staff, tech team, a company of 
worship leaders, we are putting 
together the most creative liturgical 
worship services for the year that we 
can do with God’s help.  This is a good 
year to reengage the biblical story 
from Genesis to Revelation making 
use of the installed preachers and 
a company of worship leaders.  We 
have asked Joel Schoon-Tanis to 
provide at least one art piece for 
each week that illustrates the biblical 
story.  We will have guided readings 
that fill-in the scripture passages 
so that the congregation can make 
a journey through the Bible during 
the week as well.  I am convinced 
that liturgical worship that listens 
to God and interacts with each 
other works much better than either 
broadcasting one way or some of the 

contemporary worship expressions 
on Zoom that I have encountered.

On Sunday mornings at 9 AM  the 
children will have a one room 
schoolhouse based on the Sunday 
morning worship.  Miss Joyce 
working the technology and 
screen sharing is like an 8-hand 
octopus.  And there will be other 
adult volunteers who will share in 
the journey through the Bible with 
the children.  Hunter and the youth 
team have determined in the current 
environment that relationship small 
groups are the best way to proceed.  
Pastor Angel and Janelle continue to 
work with our Spanish speakers in a 
challenging environment and have 
acted as utility players in a variety 
of capacities.  Linda continues 
to work with the music of the 
worship service in less than ideal 
circumstances.

And yes, we must focus on 
relationships!  Plans are being made 
for a Sunday morning chat-time with 
people grouped in smaller numbers 
to make talking easier.  And I will be 
facilitating a small group on Sunday 
nights at 6 PM as we recognize the 
importance of caring for one another 
in personal and deeper ways.  And 
LIFT on Wednesday night which 
has been such a vital and vibrant 
part of our life and witness to the 
community will take place virtually 
once a month.

Finally, we do not know what the 
future holds.  We will prayerfully 
adjust, adapt, and respond with 
agility to the events shaping our 
world--sensitive to the needs of our 
congregation and always ready to 
respond missionally to the world.  
But we know who holds the future!

Third Church 
Family News
Happy Anniversary
Happy 60th Anniversary to Jacquie 
and Marshall Elzinga, who celebrated 
this milestone on September 1.

Thank You Notes
Thank you for the prayers and notes 
of concern during my recent surgery. 
All went well and I am now resting 
with my comfy, soft prayer shawl. 
Thanks again to pastors, knitters, 
and friends!

—Dean Miedma

To all of our Third Church friends:

Stan and I truly appreciate your 
expressions of support after my knee 
replacement surgery this summer. 
Thanks to Pastors Kent and Kama 
for their sincere prayers on my 
behalf and to my wonderful Care 
Elder and neighbor, Joyce Magee, 
who continues to check in with me. 
I received cards, phone calls, texts, 
emails and offers for rides from so 
many of you, and the list would not 
be complete without mentioning the 
gifts of comfort food, a Third Church 
specialty! Both of us felt well cared 
for and feel so blessed to part of our 
church community.

Sincerely,  
Kit Leggett

Small Group Sign Up

Don’t forget to sign up for a small 
group on the church website. These 
groups will be using the narrative 
lectionary as a study guide for a 
social/discussion group.
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Miss Joyce’s Jottings
Sundays This Fall - Children’s 
Zoom Time:  Traveling 
through the Biblical Story

“The Great Adventure:  A Journey 
Through the Bible”:  All children 
are invited to join us on Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 a.m. on Zoom as 
we “travel” through the Bible using 
the stories from the narrative 
lectionary (which we will be using 
during morning worship).  We hope 
that this will help families to grow 
in faith as they share the stories 
of our faith together.  Please note:  
we will NOT meet the first Sunday

 of each month as we encourage 
families to worship and share 
communion together.

We would love to have adults/
teens share in this biblical 
adventure and serve as small 
group leaders.  Please let me 
know if you would be interested 
in helping with this on an 
occasional basis or if you have 
questions about what this entails.   
[joycefry@trcholland.org ].  

Join us this Sunday for “The Great 
Adventure,” a journey of  
a lifetime!

LIFT This Fall – “God’s 
Amazing Laboratory”

God created this amazing world.  
Let’s explore it using science 
and God’s word!  We had a great 
time at our first laboratory 
adventure this week.  The 
children who attended were able 
to do an experiment to learn 
that what we see on the outside 
isn’t always what is really true.   
All children are invited to join 
us at the “lab” on Wednesdays 
October 14   and November  11  
as we discover new ways to 
connect Science with the Bible. 

9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Sunday Worship in September:
Beginning The Narrative Lectionary from Genesis to Revelation
“Promises Made-Promises Broken”
Sunday, September 13th Creation, Garden of Eden and Sin
Sunday, September 20th God’s Promises to Abraham
Sunday, September 27th Joseph’s Dream, Slavery, God Works for Good
Sunday, October 4th  Passover:  Sacrifice and Deliverance


