
Third Reformed Church, the Lord be 
with you!

This is my seventh attempt at writing 
my first article for you all. The first six 
are all saved in a draft folder marked 
“future articles.” There is just so much I 
want to be able to share with you all! All 
six of those articles may see the light 
of day or not but they just didn’t seem 
to be the first thing to say. 

And then I began to wonder, what 
should I say first here? What is the very 
first thing I wish to express when given 
space and audience with all of you 
wonderful people? Here it is: “Thank 
you.” I know it’s early. I’ve only been on 
the job 19 days. But, “thank you.”

You have welcomed 
us with open arms—
literally in some cases.

My family and I have been on a month 
and a half long sojourn since packing 
up and moving from Ann Arbor that 
has taken us to visit with friends and 
family and also into the parsonage 
here on 12th street where I’m writing 
this piece to you. And, in those five 
weeks, you have welcomed us with 
open arms—literally in some cases, 
and how good does it feel to get a hug 
again? You have cooked us meals, and 
baked goods, invited us over to your 
homes and made the extra effort to 
say hello and introduce yourselves. You 
brought cake to my first consistory 
meeting! You have lifted my family and 
I up in prayer and you have learned my 
children’s names and even written them 

their own special notes or dropped off 
something just for them because you 
know how hard this can be for them. It 
has been overwhelming to be shown 
this kind of welcome and we are so 
grateful for all you have done!

Pastor and leadership podcaster 
Andy Stanley once commented on his 
podcast that, “Gratitude unexpressed 
is ingratitude.” We may feel grateful 
but, if we don’t express it to the person, 
it is as if we weren’t that grateful 
after all. It takes a little more work 
to write a note, make a phone call 
or simply acknowledge an act while 
it’s happening. However, when we 
acknowledge our thankfulness it can 
be a gift to the giver. We see their work, 
their effort and their offerings of love. 

So today, I want to say thank you to 
all of you! Because there has been 
such an outpouring of love that I 
fear I might miss someone! I want to 
acknowledge your offerings of love and 
hospitality. My family and I see your 
gifts and your expressions of love and 
hopefulness and we are overcome with 
joy. I want to say thank you because 
the welcome you have shown us is the 
kind of hospitality that turns strangers 
to friends and visitors of a church to 
members. And, as we look ahead to our 
shared future together it’s that kind of 
love that will build a community and 
keep it together even in trying times. 
So, thank you! 

I look forward to getting to know all of 
you more and sharing in the work of 
Christ together! 

Grace and Peace to you.

Gratitude
—Pastor Ryan Boes
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Church Family News 
Sympathy
To Deb & Tim DuMez in the death of 
Deb’s father, Dick Doeden, on July 25.

To Elaine Tanis, Joel, Kathy, Harper, 
& Beatrix Schoon-Tanis and Ellen, 
Habeeb, Sophie & Simon Awad in 
the death of their husband, father & 
grandfather, Elliot Tanis, on July 22.

To the family and friends of Phyllis 
Bruggers who died on August 3.

To the family and friends of Vern 
Dethmers who died on August 9.

Anniversaries
Jerry & Betty Van Wyngarden, 
August 19: 67 years

Gayle & Paula Wilson, August 19:  
60 years

Ed & Sandy Stielstra, August 23:  
52 years

Don & Lois VanLare, August 23:  
64 years

Gordon & Barbara Mummert,  
August 26: 60 years

Happy Birthday
Barb Feenstra, August 5: 87 years

Congratulations
Congratulations to Linn Fenske-
Williams and Anna Davis who were 
married on August 6

Thank You
Third Church, Mike and I would like 
to thank you so much for the many 
cards sent and the meals delivered 
to us following the death of my 
mother. It means a lot have our 
church family be there for us.

Thank you,

 —Beverley Rannow

Dear Third Church Family,

My sincere thanks to you for the 
many ways you supported Elliot and 
me during his relatively short illness. 
We were showered with notes and 
cards of care, visits, phone calls, 
emails, and other expressions of 

love. We know that many prayers 
were offered on our behalf.

After his death, the family and I have 
experienced an unbelievable amount 
of encouragement and comfort in 
a myriad of ways. You have been so 
thoughtful and kind. Praise be to 
God.  Thank you, thank you, thank 
you. 

—Elaine Tanis

I want to thank the special people at 
Third for all of the great cards, texts, 
and telephone calls. My separated 
shoulder and broken collar bone 
make life challenging. My care elder 
Lucille was kind enough to deliver a 
beautiful prayer shawl. The people of 
God are wonderful! Thanks!

 —Lori Maatman

New Addresses
Ron Donalson 
60 W. 8th St. Ste. 210 
Holland, MI 49423

Eileen Resch 
145 Columbia Ave. #319 
Holland, MI 49423

Prayer Team Ministry 
TRC has been blessed to have an 
active Prayer Team Ministry for 
almost 20 years. After each worship 
service two members of the Prayer 
Team have been available to offer 
prayers in the Prayer Room. During 
Covid 19 our members prayed for 
those on the TRC Blog and 5 or 6 
families from the church from their 
homes. They then either sent cards 

or emails to let the families know 
that they were being upheld in prayer 
that week. Everyone in the church 
directory was prayed for at least 
once this year.

Because some of our Prayer Team 
have to observe more restricted 
Covid-19 distancing rules, those 
members will continue to pray at 

home. This leaves a gap in coverage 
in the Prayer Room after Sunday 
morning worship. If anyone is 
interested in joining the Prayer Team, 
please contact me and I will gladly 
give you a packet of information.

Jane Dalman 
616-393-2000 
gajane4@yahoo.com



Third Church News August 19, 2021 Page 3

Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We have several exciting events heading our way in the next month. 
First up is our All Church Pizza Party 
to welcome the Boes Family. This 
will be held on Saturday, August 28, 
at the Krolls' house. They will be 
serving us delicious pizza from their 
outdoor wood-fired pizza oven.

The festivities will begin at 6:00 PM, 
open house style. Jen says “we will 
cook pizzas as long as people are 
eating them!”

We hope to see all of Third Church 
there, and ask that for planning 
purposes, you let us know if you’re 
coming by Thursday, August 26. 
Simply click here to register yourself 
and your family for this fun event, or 
call the office at 616-392-1459.

If you would like to provide a dessert, 
please email Amy Lunn at  
amy.lunn@trcholland.org.

Following quickly on the heels of this 
is our Backyard Bash, which is the 
kickoff to our LIFT programming this 
year. Taking place on September 1 
from 5:30 to 7:30, it will be a night 
filled with food (a nacho bar by our 
own in-house chef Maria Urrea), fun, 
games for big kids and small ones, 
horseback rides, candy prizes, and 
ending with piñatas. 

We are inviting all of our neighbors 
to join us in this celebration, and 
look forward to seeing many of the 
neighborhood kids again. If you are 
available to help us out that night, 
please contact Linnea Berry at 
linnea.fw@trcholland.org.

And last but certainly not least, we 
will celebrate our All Church Picnic 
this year as a picnic/reception 
after Pastor Ryan’s installation 
service on September 12. 

The service is at 4, and the 
celebration afterward will be 
outdoors, and will include a 
bounce house and other fun kids' 
activities as well as some light 
wraps, punch, and cake. 

We hope you all can make it there 
to celebrate a new era, and new 
program year launch, here at Third 
Reformed Church.Food, fun, and fellowship with

games, prizes, and piñatas!

https://www.trcholland.org/home/acppregistration
mailto:amy.lunn@trcholland.org
mailto:linnea.fw@trcholland.org
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 10:00 AM Sundays - In-Person  and Online Worship via Zoom.
Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Upcoming Worship Services
Date Text Theme Preaching

Aug. 22 Ephesians 5:1-20 You are light. Live as children of light (v. 8) Rev. Dr. Ryan Boes

Aug. 29 Ephesians 5:21-6:9 Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ (v. 21) Rev. Dr. Ryan Boes

Sept. 5 Ephesians 6:10-17 Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power (v. 10) Rev. Dr. Ryan Boes

New Book in the 
Library
Paul Heusinkveld’s book, Margaret’s 
Mission to Arabia, Africa, and India 
1965-2010, has been published by 
the Van Raalte Press. Paul worships 
with us here at Third, and his book is 
a detailed and heartfelt account of 
Margaret Doorenbos’ life and service 
in several mission fields. Together 
with her husband, renown surgeon 
Dr. Harvey, Margaret worked with 
women and children as teacher and 
mentor in countries as far flung 
as Oman, Ethiopia, Liberia, Sudan, 
Malawi, and India. A copy of this book 
is available in the church library.

Women's Ministry
—Ruth Sill, President

The Board of Women's Ministry would 
like to invite all the women of Third 
Church to the Opening meeting  for 
the 2021-22 year.   It will be held on 
Thursday, Sept 9th at 7:00 pm in 
Fellowship Hall.  

We will be installing our new Board 
officers and our speaker will be 
the Rev. Dr. Denise Kingdom-Grier.  
She is the former pastor of Maple 
Ave. Ministries and a contributor to 
our study book for the year, "She is 
Called", a study of the women of  
the Bible.   

We are ordering our books soon from 
the RCA at a cost of $10.00.   We 
are hoping the Study books will be 
available at our opening meeting.   
The Bible Study group leaders will be 
contacting their members for their 
preference.  

If any women of the church are 
interested in joining one of our Bible 
Study groups, or would simply like 
more information, please call Ruth 
Sill, President, at 616 566-6394 or 
email me at ruthesill@sbcglobal.net. 
 I'm encouraging all women of 
our church to join our ministry of 
service, faith, and fellowship!

Disability Concerns
—Phil Coray

The Christian Reformed Church in 
North America and The Reformed 
Church of America ”Disability 
Concerns” is encouraging persons 
between the ages of 18 and 30 who 
have a passion for social change 
and advocacy work to participate in 
the ”Disability Advocacy Journey”, 
an eight-month virtual program. 

Participants will meet with local 
activists and learn about the 
historical awareness of people with 
disabilities, learn about resources 
for being involved in advocacy, and 
get help to advocate for people with 
disabilities. Persons interested in 
learning more about the program will 
visit “Disability Advocacy Journey” or 
contact me (pjcoray@att.net or 616-
396-2060) to have leaders contact

you. The application deadline is 
August 23, and program launch is 
September 1.

Copies of the Summer 2021 issue of 
“Breaking Barriers” is available on the 
table near the church West entrance. 
It contains articles by and about 
people with/without disabilities and 
their creative expressions in poetry, 
story, song, and image.




