
—Pastor Kama Jongerius

A few weeks ago, during our social 
time following worship, questions 
were asked about what we, as Third 
Church and as individuals, can be 
doing to address racial inequality. 
Since then the staff, the education 
planning team, the deacons, and 
many members have continued that 
conversation.

What can we, as 
Third Church and as 
individuals, be doing 
to address racial 
inequality?

The following efforts are just 
the beginning of many more 
conversations, which will result in 
further education and action.

Education
August 3 (Monday) 
7 pm 
Zoom Discussion on film “13th”

The film, “13th”, is currently 
streaming on Netflix. The title refers 
to the 13th amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution which reads, in part: 
“Neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, except as a punishment 
for crime whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction.” This 
powerful movie looks at how the 
underlined words are often glossed 
over in our historical memory, and 
how that clause has been used to 
oppress African Americans.

Participants will be expected to have 
watched the film before joining the 
conversation. This conversation 
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(continued from page 1)  
is open to high school age and 
older. The host is Bruce Bassett, 
coordinator of TRC’s History Book 
Group. 

August 9 (Sunday), Time TBD 
Zoom Book Review and discussion 
on The Color of Compromise  
by Jamar Tisby 
Presenter: Kathy Schoon-Tanis

Amazon summarizes this book 
saying, The Color of Compromise is 
both enlightening and compelling, 
telling a history we either ignore or 
just don’t know. Equal parts painful 
and inspirational, it details how 
the American church has helped 
create and maintain racist ideas 
and practices. You will be guided in 
thinking through concrete solutions 
for improved race relations.

The Color of Compromise is not a 
call to shame or a platform to blame 
white Christians. It is a call from a 
place of love and desire to fight for a 
more racially unified church that no 
longer compromises what the Bible 
teaches about human dignity and 
equality.

Participants are encouraged to read 
the book prior to the presentation, 
but all are welcome to this 
conversation.

The education planning team will 
be offering on-going classes and 
events that promise to stimulate the 
mind and transform our hearts as we 
commit to this journey. In the coming 
weeks we will be sending out our 
adult education fall schedule that will 
contain more information on these 
classes.

In addition to educational events, 
we are also looking at practical and 
spiritual ways we can lean in on 
racial equality:

Action
Third Church deacons are in 
discussion on what actions we will 
take to collectively move toward 
greater racial equality.

Prayer and Fasting
Pastor Angel Lopez and Carter Baer 
are collaborating on how we can 
spiritually engage our world through 
prayer and fasting.

Each of us is called to become more 
like Jesus, and that work never ends! 
Please join us as we engage the 
world with Jesus as our center.
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Is Third Church Making It Financially during this 
COVID Crisis?
--Jeff Beird, Treasurer, and Dave Vanderwel, Assistant Treasurer

In a word—Yes. Even though we’ve 
not passed a collection plate in over 
three months, the church continues 
to be in a very solid financial 
position. To give you the highlights,

• Overall, through the first five 
months of the year, we’re $20,000 
ahead of budget. Our income through 
May 31 was only $10,000 under budget 
and that basically comes as a result 
of a decline in revenues supporting 
the church program (facility rental, 
fees we charge for programs, books, 
LIFT, pizza, etc.). And, with less 
programming, our expenses were 
$30,000 under budget. 

• We’ve also been active in 

meeting needs. Within our revenues, 
we’ve received almost $37,000 for 
designated benevolence targeted 
for special needs such as supporting 

members and non-members 
affected by Covid-19, continuing to 
undergird the work with immigrants 
(See Financial Update, page 3)           
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Congregational Notes 
Thanks to everyone for your prayers, 
calls, notes, and many, many cards 
sent to us during Elton’s long 
illness, his passing on March 23, 
and throughout the last few difficult 
weeks. They were much appreciated 
and are cherished. I am so blessed to 
be a member of such a loving, caring 
congregation. 

—Elaine Bruins

Dear Third Church Family,

Thank you all for your love and 
support as we mourn the death of 
our father, Roger Rietberg. Third 
Reformed Church was a second 
home to our dad. He cherished 
the time he spent here and all the 
relationships he developed over 
the years with the church staff, 
choirs, and members. Both he and 
our mom were blessed with endless 

loving care throughout their time at 
Third, and we know that their music 
ministry brought them incredible joy.

We are grateful for all the cards, 
calls, and emails this past month. 
Thank you again~

Lovingly,

Jon Rietberg and family 
Robbi Hartt and family 
Amy Van Allsburg and family

Notable Dates:
Financial Update, continued 
at the border by Frontera de Gracia, 
and providing Lubna with support 
for feeding starving Christians in 
Pakistan. This is all in addition to 
our budgeted outreach support for 
partner organizations and missions.

• We have a healthy balance in 
our operating and reserve accounts. 
If you’ve been following the recent 
stories about the budgets of the 
local school systems in the Sentinel, 
you’ve noted the importance of a 
“fund balance” to deal with drops in 
revenue or unanticipated expenses. 
Guidelines say that strong nonprofit 
organizations should have 3-6 
months of cash available to deal 
with such situations. Third has 4-1/2 
months of cash available to deal 
with any drop in operating cash flow 
($250,000) as well as anticipated 
future facility needs ($225,000).

Given the economic situation that 
surrounds us, we believe this is an 
extremely positive financial picture 

and we’re deeply grateful for the 
continuing commitment of the 
members of Third to support the 
church’s ministry. Giving trends in 
May and June have been lower than 
planned thus there is some concern, 
but we had a strong start to the year 
which enables us to be where we are 
at this point.

We’re deeply grateful 
for the continuing 
commitment of the 
members of Third to 
support the church’s 
ministry. 

If you haven’t kept up with your 
giving, there are several ways you 
can do it:

a) Mail your offering envelope to 
church or put it in the drop box 
outside the church door.

b) Set up an online giving account 

by using the “Giving” tab at 
the top of the Third Reformed 
Church website (trcholland.
org). You will be able to enter 
your bank account information 
to set up either a one-time or a 
recurring gift (which will trigger 
a contribution weekly, monthly, 
or whatever time-frame you 
designate). Should you want 
to designate your gift for a 
particular purpose, there is a 
field where you can do so.

c) If you are over 70 and need 
to take a Required Minimum 
Distribution from your IRA, 
many in the congregation find 
it advantageous to make a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution 
directly to the church instead. 
Talk with your broker or Dave 
Vanderwel if you have questions 
about this option.

Thanks for providing the resources 
that enable the church to continue 
our ministry in such significant ways.

Congratulations to Ron & Gloria South on 64 years of marriage on July 21, 
and to Gene and Mary Heideman on 68 years of marriage on July 23.
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Miss Joyce’s Jottings: Vacation Bible School News!
It’s time to register your child(ren) for Compassion Camp Virtual 
VBS which starts next Thursday, July 9th on Zoom.  Third’s 
Compassion Camp VBS will take place on “Zoom” on three 
Thursday mornings, July 9th, July 16th, and July 23rd.  It will run 
from 9:30 until about 10:45 a.m.  

As we look around the world, what becomes clearer each day is 
our deep need for compassion.  Compassion Camp’s goal is to 
cultivate compassion for each other, ourselves, and the world.  We 
invite all children aged 4 - 6th Grade to participate in this Zoom 
VBS.  We will play some games, watch Bible videos (done by our 

own members!) learn some new songs, do some art, and challenge one another to do some projects each 
week to show that we love God and care for our neighbors.

Please SIGN UP TODAY on our website (www.trcholland.org).  We will have packs of materials and supplies 
which we will be using during our VBS for each registered child/family available early next week.  It would 
be helpful for us to know how many children we will be expecting to join us.

Questions?  Feel free to contact me, Joyce Fry (joycefry@trcholland.org)   Thanks so much.  We hope to 
see your child at Compassion Camp VBS!  

Parable Treasures Notice
Parable Treasures, our Children’s Summer Worship Program, will NOT meet this Sunday, July 5th, but will 
continue next Sunday, July 12th and throughout the summer; 9:00-9:45 a.m.  Join Miss Joyce and other 
leaders this summer as we search and discover the valuable treasures for our lives which are found in  
Jesus’ parable stories.

9:00 AM Sundays - Children’s Time via Zoom. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via 

Zoom.
Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Summer Series:  “Good News for a Troubled World”
Using the Revised Common Lectionary Passages, we will choose the scripture text that is most applicable to a 
disordered and chaotic world. We will continue to design worship that reflects our traditional liturgy, inclusive and 
interactive with the congregation, creatively adapting our corporate worship for the internet in a time of pandemic.


