
 —Pastor Kama Jongerius

My last sermon was this past 
Sunday. Time constraints in the 
worship service allowed no time 
for reminiscing. So, I want to share 
some memories from my early days 
at Third, many of which are rooted in 
moving into the parsonage. 

I remember being so excited to 
have the opportunity to live in 
that enormous home. When I 
was in seminary I would jog down 
12th Street. Every time I ran by 
the parsonage I would study the 
“mansion” and wonder what it looked 
like inside. Now I had the chance to 
not only tour it, but to occupy it!

When I walked through it the first 
time, it seemed like it went on 
forever. I had failed to consider 
how much bigger it would feel to a 
toddler. When I accepted the call to 
Third, Hava was 18 months old.  

Soon after we moved 
into the parsonage, 
Hava got lost in it.

Soon after we moved into the 
parsonage, Hava got lost in it. It 
didn’t take long for Zoe and Hava 
to figure it out, of course. They 
and their friends spent many hours 
playing dress-up in the attic, hiding/
seeking, exploring the “ditch” on 
the west side of the church (which 
seemed to them like the Grand 
Canyon), and engaging in all manner 
of yard games. 

The church block provided an 
abundance of playmates for the kids 
and wonderful neighbors. Anna Beird 
appeared at our front door to drop 
off cookies and welcome us; Betty 
Lou and Dennis Voskuil lived on the 
corner of 12th and Maple; they held 
an open house for 12th Street people 
to meet newcomers; Marj Hoekstra 
somehow managed to fill our empty 
sandbox with lovely, fine beach sand 
without us knowing she had been 
there. 

Harvey Buter had impressed 
upon me the need to let him know 
immediately of any maintenance 
issues so that a problem could be 
addressed quickly. I do not know how 
many times Duane Booi popped over 
to fix something, but it was frequent 
enough that after one mishap, four-
year-old Zoe cheerily proclaimed, 
“Better call Mr. Booi!”

There are many other memories, of 
course, but I’ll move on to answer the 
questions I have received the most 
often in the past few months.

1. Are you really retiring?   
Yes.

2. You aren’t planning to find a job 
elsewhere?  
No.

3. Really?  
At least for now. If I do get a job, 
right now I don’t know what that 
would be.

(Continued on page 6)
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Texts and Preachers for Summer 2021 
—George Hunsberger

In the spring of this year, our 
Consistory Leadership looked ahead 
to this summer and recognized the 
congregation’s need for sustaining 
our worship and preaching during 
the period between the departure 
of our retiring ministers (Pastor 
Kent and Pastor Kama) and the 
anticipated arrival of a new Pastor 
(by then, not yet confirmed). 

They believed that the in-between 
time presented an unusual 
opportunity to nurture the 
congregation’s spirit and readiness 
to receive a new pastor. It would not 
be a time for pausing but for living 
forward with momentum.  

In light of that, I was requested by 
Consistory Leadership to develop 
a preaching plan of texts, themes, 
and preachers for our summer of 
transitions. They sought a plan that 
would do three things: maintain the 
strength and focus of our worship; 
build momentum in fulfilling our 
vision and goals; and provide 
advance direction and guidance for 

planners of worship and music. The 
following plan was developed with 
the help of several others and was 
approved by the Worship Committee. 

First, on a pair of Sundays we will 
focus on two foundational texts of 
the Old Testament: Micah 6 (June 27, 
Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas, preaching) 
and Deuteronomy 6 (July 4, Jeff 
Munroe preaching). These will 
prepare us for what follows.

For the remainder of the summer 
we will move steadily through St. 
Paul’s letter “to the Ephesians.” 
Most probably this was a circular 
letter intended by Paul to be read in 
a number of congregations in the 
region around Ephesus. It reads 
more generally than letters to 
particular people or congregations 
in which Paul mentions details of 
their situation. Here, he appears to 
distill out a fundamental vision that 
expresses his message to all of the 
churches, Third Reformed Church 
included. The letter not only tells us 
what it means to be a Christ-follower, 

but nourishes a sense of what it 
means to be, together, a church! 
The preachers who will be our 
guides through Ephesians will give 
particular attention to the way the 
Holy Spirit uses the letter to answer 
two fundamental questions, for us 
and for every congregation: Who are 
we? And, Why has God put us here? 
To have our sense of identity and 
purpose nourished in this way will 
be an important thing to do in this 
season of our life together. 

The table below indicates the texts, 
themes, and preachers for the 
Sundays through the Ephesians 
series. Reading the texts in 
anticipation for each Sunday would 
certainly enhance the journey. 

Because there are many moving 
parts and participants involved in 
every worship service, Pastor Janelle 
Lopez-Koolhaas has accepted the 
responsibility to lead the worship 
planning process for all of these 
services.

Date Text Theme Preaching

July 11 Ephesians 1:15-23 That you may know what is the hope Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas 
  to which he has called you (v. 18)

July 18 Ephesians 2:11-22 That he might reconcile both groups Angel Lopez 
  to God in one body through the cross (v. 16)

July 25 Ephesians 3:1-13 That everyone may see the mystery hidden for ages in God (v.9) George Hunsberger

Aug. 1 Ephesians 4:1-6 Maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (v. 3) Dave Vanderwel

Aug. 8 Ephesians 4:7-16 To equip the saints for the work of ministry (v. 12) Jeff Munroe

Aug. 15 Ephesians 4:17-24 Be renewed in the spirit of your minds (v. 21) Ryan Boes

Aug. 22 Ephesians 5:1-20 You are light. Live as children of light (v. 8) Ryan Boes

Aug. 29 Ephesians 5:21-6:9 Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ (v. 21) Ryan Boes

Sept. 5 Ephesians 6:10-17 Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power (v. 10) Ryan Boes
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 Prayer Shawl Thank You 
—Jeanette Beagley

Many prayer shawls have been 
given over the years – too many to 
count. Each prayer shawl is knitted 
by a member of the church and is 
delivered with a card that says:

This prayer shawl, is a gift to you.

Knitted by a member of Third Reformed 
Church’s Knitting Ministry, this shawl 
comes to you with our prayers that it 
will bring you the sense of God’s love, 
the blessing of His peace, and the hope 

of His healing.

Given with the love of your  
church family.

In the past we have sent out emails 
that said:

“The knitting ministry is looking 
for knitters. We have lots of yarn 
available, yarn and directions are 
in a basket in the library. We invite 
all knitters to make a shawl for the 
church members or a friend or family 
member in need. Thank you.…”

We were concerned that this year 
with the pandemic, we would not 
have enough prayer shawls. But on 
the contrary, many people decided it 
was a good time to knit, and we have 
been blessed with many shawls. We 
are grateful for the ministry and for 
all those who have knitted this year 
and in past years. 

After prayer shawls are delivered, 
we would receive a thank you card 
from the shawl recipients or from 
their family members. Here are a few 
samples.

“She loved the prayer shawl. She was 
very moved and just loved the idea 
of the prayers knit into the shawl. 
She appreciated it very much.”

“To the women (and maybe men), 
the knitters, crocheters, those who 
prayed...thank you.  
 
“I want you to know that your quiet, 
reverent work is a blessing, and 
healing work. I lost my dear son two 
years ago, and was blessed with one 
of your prayer shawls. I wear it to 
this day, and it is a beautiful gift, I 
can feel the love, and prayers and 
embrace me with peace.”

“My dear mother-in-law, just lost 
her youngest son, and the first thing 
that came to mind was to get her 
one of your prayer shawls. I just 
want you to know that your work 
does not go unnoticed—it is a true 
reflection of love, kindness and 
humble care; and your work, your 
gifts, are measured and worth more 
than gold.”

“Thank you for your time, your 
prayers and your God-given gifts.”

“I am writing because one of the 
care elders dropped off the comfy 
shawl for my husband on  Sunday 
afternoon. I’m thanking the knitters 
on his behalf. The card you enclosed 
is a very meaningful one too.”

“I was given a shawl a couple of 
years ago and I have used it so 
much. It’s soft and knit just right to 
make it very useful. Please pass on 
his thanks to the knitters.”

“I would like to thank the members 

of Third Reformed and the knitting 
group that have passed along 
prayers and wishes for good health 
as I came back from the hospital a 
little over a week ago. The prayer 
shawl was especially beautiful and 
meaningful. With appreciation for 
our great church body,”

I just received an e-mail from a 
church member whose wife had 
major surgery and she has been in 
the ICU at the hospital for most of 
this time but has just been moved to 
a Life Care Center:

“And then there arrived a large 
box with the Prayer Shawl and a 
wonderful note. She wrapped up in 
it immediately and would cling to 
it during the days and nights in the 
hospital—in addition to the warmth 
of the love that it carried from both 
the church and God, it was warm to 
the touch and she was comforted 
by it. I can’t express her gratitude 
or my deepest thank you for this 
ministry and the love and comfort it 
brought to my wife during a difficult 
time. 
 
“Please express our thanks to all 
who made this possible.”

We are thankful for all those who 
have been knitters.  

Many thank you cards have been read 
by the knitting group. But as knitters 
we are thankful to be able to share 
this small gift to each of you who 
have been sick, have lost a family 
member, or have been in a difficult 
situation. Thank you all. 



4. Are you staying in Holland?   
At this time we do not envision 
selling our home or moving 
elsewhere.

5. Will you continue to attend 
Third?  
For the coming year, no. There 
are a lot of reasons I will not 
worship at Third, but the 
primary reason is that I don’t 
think it’s helpful to the incoming 
pastor to have a former pastor 
remaining in the congregation. 
TRC members need to bond with 
Pastor Ryan and his family. If I 
am readily available, it may be 
too easy for some to confide 
in me, or seek my thoughts or 
services when it isn’t my role any 
more. The Classis understands 
the potential for unintentional 
interference from a remaining 
pastor so  they have put in place 
a dissolution agreement that 
our church and I have signed. 
This means that I cannot 
perform any pastoral duties or 
functions for the congregation 
for at least one year. (There is 
an exception clause for three 
commitments that I made before 
my retirement.)  I agree with 
the wisdom of the dissolution 
agreement. 

6. Will you return to Third after 
one year?  
At this point I don’t know what 
the future will bring, so I  
can’t say.

7. Will Steve be able to continue 
worshiping at Third?   
He could, but I prefer that we 
worship somewhere together. : )

8. What will you do in retirement?  
Over the summer we have 
several weekends or weeks 
during which we will visit 
family. Steve and I will take our 
grandkids to the Museum of 
Science and Industry in Chicago, 
along with other day trips. I’m 
interested in going to some 
Midwestern state fairs. (Believe 
it or not, I have never been to a 
state fair!) I will have a chance 
to pop into various churches 
just to see what worship is like 
in other places, with Steve at my 
side! In December our family will 
travel to Prescott, Arizona for 
Hava’s graduation with a Master’s 
degree in Counseling. I’m looking 
forward to hosting holiday meals 
without working on the same 
day.  I’m looking forward to 
discovering what comes next in 
regards to volunteering, writing, 
creative projects, and self-
discovery.

I expect we will bump into one 
another here and there. I will enjoy 
catching up with you and hearing 
your news, or the state of your soul. 

Thank you for the opportunity to 
be a part of your life. I’m deeply 
grateful for the years I had serving 
Third Reformed Church of Holland, 
Michigan.
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Women’s Ministries
 —Kit Leggett, President, WMTRC

The Women’s Ministries Executive 
Board is very pleased to welcome 
Shelly Millen and Kate Bolt as the new 
Funeral and Reception Coordinators 
for Third Church. They will form an 
energized team as they dedicate 
themselves to this important mission 
which is such an integral part of 
Third’s tradition. Thank you, Shelly 
and Kate!

Women’s Ministries Bible study 
groups will be growing in faith this 
coming fall as they begin a new study 
book entitled “She Is Called: Women 
of the Bible”. This study guide will 
assist WM members in building God’s 
church together, and Jane Dalman, 
incoming Spiritual Life team leader, 
is to be credited for her efforts in 
having found this publication.

Third Family News
Thank You 
I would like to thank the members 
of Third Reformed and the knitting 
group that have passed along prayers 
and wishes for good health as I came 
back from the hospital a little over 
a week ago. The prayer shawl was 
especially beautiful and meaningful. 
We look forward to getting back and 
seeing all of you in person.

Al Gibson

Happy Birthday
• Arlene Barton, July 2 - 89
• Elle Kuiper, July 9 - 93

 10:00 AM Sundays - In-Person  and Online Worship via Zoom.
Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Memories and Anticipations, continued from page 1


