
--Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas,  
Pastor of Neighborhood Ministries

This week, I donned my mask and 
stopped by church to make some 
photocopies, pick up a book that I 
wanted for sermon preparation, and 
a few extra supplies.  While passing 
through the silent and tidy halls, I 
stepped into the youth room, and 
found against the wall, the music 
stand we use for a lectern for El 
Encuentro.  On it were the notes 
from the last message we shared in 
person, the striped spiral notebook 
where I always record prayer 
requests at Wednesday Bible Study 
and Sunday El Encuentro, and a 
favorite pen that I’ve been looking for 
for weeks. (Score!) 

It was a little still life display of 
just what we had done on March 1, 
which also happened to be the first 
anniversary of the El Encuentro 
(which means “the gathering, or the 
meet-up”) Ministry.  A time capsule, 
perhaps.  But the thing is, so much 
has happened, we’ve experienced 
prayers answered, and learned new 
ways to communicate and gather.  

We’ve felt the presence of God 
through a new lens of concern, need 
and curiosity about what God will do.  
We’ve grieved deaths, worried and 
trusted through sickness, celebrated 
a graduation, and even made new 
connections in our community. Time 
has not stood still. God has not been 
still or silent. In fact, despite many 
negative factors, I hope we’ve grown 
closer to God and deepened our 
fellowship through God’s Spirit. 

We’ve felt the presence 
of God through a new 
lens of concern, need 
and curiosity about what 
God will do.   

God does not sleep, nor slumber. 
Neither has our church. Neither has 
El Encuentro! It is truly the Spirit of 
Christ in each one, and among us 
all, that is the foundation of who we 
are, and we give thanks to God for 
how he leads and shapes us so very 
faithfully.  Alabado sea nuestro Dios! 
(Praise be to our God)

Hola! 
Summer 

Greetings 
from TRC’s 

El Encuentro 
Ministry! 
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We continue to welcome any and all 
who might wish to join for bilingual 

prayer time on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:30pm, currently via 

Zoom! (Link is on the church  
website  activity tab.)  

You do not need to  
speak Spanish to attend. 

We listen and pray and translate 
for one another with great 

flexibility and grace, and there is 
always room for more!  Nos vemos 

pronto!  (See you soon!)



The Body of Christ
 —Pastor Kent Fry

As the country and our state 
reopens, we need to recognize 
that individual members of the 
congregation have various levels 
of comfort.  Some of us think that 
the stay-at-home or in-your-place 
orders have gone on too long.  Others 
of us are very leery of any return 
to normalcy because of health 
concerns for ourselves or others.  
And some of us may be somewhere 
in the middle of either end of this 
spectrum.

In I Corinthians 12 Paul writes about 
the body of Christ calling on the 
church to respect the perceived 
weaker members of the body.  And 
Paul argues that the perceived 
strong may be weak, and the 
assumed weaker members may in 
fact be the strong.  Paul was applying 
the imagery of the weaker and the 
strong to those who had wonderful 
spiritual experiences and did not 
need certain food regulations in 
comparison to those who without 
rich spiritual experiences and relied 
on certain food laws to sustain their 
faith in Jesus.  This is hardly our 
specific concern today, but it may 
be that when it comes to relating to 
the coronavirus pandemic and the 
reopening, that individual Christians 
within the life of the church will make 
all sorts of judgments about who are 
the weak and who are the strong.

I would encourage all of us in the 
church community to practice levels 
of respect and understanding with 
one another.  Our responses are 
often shaped by our life experiences, 

and remembering to extend grace to 
one another is so important to the 
flourishing of community. 

Paul argues that the 
perceived strong may be 
weak, and the assumed 
weaker members may in 
fact be the strong.   

As of this writing 110,000 Americans 
have died of coronavirus, which 
is about double the number of 
American soldiers killed in Vietnam.  
It is a great tragedy.  But more 
than statistics, I can share that the 
virus threat has touched me in a 
very personal way.  As a pastor I 
have talked with numerous people 
who have lost loved ones to the 
coronavirus.  I have lost ministerial 
colleagues that I respect and admire.  
I find it extremely frustrating as 
a local church pastor that I can’t 
be with people who are sick in the 
hospital, with those grieving, and 
for now we can’t implement funerals 
in the sanctuary for the saints who 
have died—this has been one of the 
greatest frustrations I have had 
in forty years of pastoral ministry.  
Zoom and telephone calls are a 
wonderful technological substitute, 
but it does not take the place of 
personal pastoral presence.

And yet early in the pandemic, I was 
visiting someone in the hospital 
who was next door to someone 
who had come down with the virus.  
Finding out this information by a 

circuitous route, on a Sunday night, 
I was routed through to infectious 
disease department of the hospital 
to discuss the threat to myself and 
others.  Yes, I have faith, but I must 
confess that I felt very vulnerable 
physically and emotionally.  It 
dawned on me: I am now in the at-
risk category of people!

While we each have personal feelings 
and emotions, I am confident the 
Safe Gathering Committee will 
make decisions that are medically 
and scientifically sound with a high 
value on human life.  When we install 
elders and deacons, we ask that the 
congregation respect their work, and 
this is no less true with this group.  I 
am asking as pastor of the church 
that the congregation respect 
and pray for our Safe Gathering 
Committee as they help us with 
complex issues.  

Christians of the global church 
remind us that many brothers and 
sisters in Christ around the world 
cannot meet on a Sunday morning 
for worship because of overt 
persecution.  Maybe in these days, 
we have greater sympathy for them 
and can better enter their sorrow.  
And in surprising ways we are more 
flexible and adaptable than we ever 
realized.  No matter the when and 
the how, and however long, what 
we do know is that there are some 
in our congregation that should not 
be in corporate worship until there 
is widespread use of a vaccine.  We 
are committed to continuing to 
broadcast the worship service live 
through our computer platform so 
that every Sunday we gather in the 
name of Jesus.
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Congregational Notes
These have been strange times. 
Through all the days, I have felt 
supported by the Third Church 
family. Thank you for your prayers 
and cards. A special thank you to our 
pastors and care elders.

Grace and peace to all,

Eileen Nordstrom

I want to say thank you for all the 
expressions of sympathy our family 
has received in the death of my 
father. They are greatly appreciated.

Steve Bulthuis

Dear Third Church Family,

I want to thank you for all the prayers 
and well-wishes in my recovery from 
surgery! I appreciate your love and 
support so much! Our church family 
is such a blessing!

Fondly,

Ruth Sill

“And the next pastoral leader of Third 
Reformed Church is . . .” 
 —Jeff Munroe, Search Committee Chair

Wouldn’t it be amazing to know that? 
Give us time and we will, but for 
now the pastoral search committee 
is simply getting oriented to our 
task. We’ve been meeting over 
Zoom, getting to know each other 
well, working on a timeline, and, in 
coordination with the church’s Vision 
and Values team, beginning to work 
on both the profile of our church and 
the profile of what we’re looking for 
in a leader. We’ve also worked out 
some logistical details with the RCA 
structure in the Holland Classis, and 
Third’s structure with the Consistory. 

In addition to me, the members 
of our team are Kara Green, 

Joyce Magee, Scott Millen, Dan 
Rooks, Claire Van Duinen, and 
Jody VanderWel. Consistory Vice 
President Steve Orlow is also  
serving as an Ex-Officio member  
of our team. 

The plan is to have the church and 
candidate profile material completed 
by early fall and begin searching 
for candidates then. If you have 
names of people you think should be 
considered, please share them with 
me or any member of the search 
team. In the meantime, if you have 
any other wishes and concerns 
you want to share, I’m happy to 
receive them. Given the Coronavirus 

restrictions, the best way is probably 
through email or a phone call. My 
email address is jeff@westernsem.
edu and my phone number is  
616-298-8156.

This is the first of several updates I 
plan to give. While at times our work 
may seem secretive because we 
will want to protect the identities of 
the candidates we are talking to, I 
want our process to be as open and 
transparent as possible. Please feel 
free to reach out to me at any point 
on this journey. 

Grace and Peace,

Jeff Munroe

Summer Series:  “Good News for a Troubled World”
Using the Revised Common Lectionary Passages, we will choose the scripture text that is most applicable to a 
disordered and chaotic world. We will continue to design worship that reflects our traditional liturgy, inclusive and 
interactive with the congregation, creatively adapting our corporate worship for the internet in a time of pandemic.
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Miss Joyce’s Jottings
Parable Treasures, our Children’s Summer Worship Program, starts this Sunday, June 21 at 9:00 a.m. 
(Sundays this summer; 9:00-9:45 a.m.).  Join Miss Joyce and other leaders this summer as we search and 
discover the valuable treasures for our lives which are found in Jesus’ parable stories.

Vacation Bible School News!
Compassion Camp, VBS 2020, will take place in July this summer 
on Zoom.  (Thursdays July 9, 16 and 23 from 9:30-10:45 a.m.)  
As we look around the world, what becomes clearer each day is 
our deep need for compassion.  Compassion Camp’s goal is to 
cultivate compassion for each other, ourselves, and the world.  
Although this will be a “new” way to do VBS, we hope that we 
will be able to engage our children in becoming more caring, 
compassionate, and Christlike disciples.  More information 
about how you can sign up for this special Zoom VBS (or how 
you can help with this program) will be coming to you soon, but 
for now save the dates and plan on joining us for Compassion 
Camp VBS 2020! 

9:00 AM Sundays - Children’s Time via Zoom. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Women’s Ministry Update
 —Carol Cox and Marj Hoekstra

Regretfully, our year ended in March 
following the ‘shelter in place’ due to 
the pandemic. Although the future 
of meeting together is uncertain, the 
executive board members met to 
determine the amount available for 
year end distribution to our missions 
and local charities and discuss 
various possibilities for the coming 
year.

As co-presidents this past year, Marj 
and I would like to thank everyone for 
being a part of Women’s Ministry and 
helping to make our programs and 
our study of Isaiah an important part 
of our church life. A special thank 
you for the retiring Board members 
who did their job so well: Betty Van 
Wyngarden, secretary; Barb Tenpas, 
treasurer; Katherine Hunsberger, 

spiritual life; Nina Albers as chair of 
organization; Ruth Sill, nominating 
and new baby committee.

Our prayers for the coming year are 
that we find ways to celebrate our 
woman’s ministry and to continue 
engaging in our Bible studies.


