
 —Pastor Kent Fry

“Not that I have already obtained 
this or have already reached the 
goal;[a] but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. Beloved,[b] I do 
not consider that I have made it 
my own;[c] but this one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the heavenly[d] call of God 
in Christ Jesus. Let those of us then 
who are mature be of the same mind; 
and if you think differently about 
anything, this too God will reveal to 
you. Only let us hold fast to what we 
have attained.”  

(Philippians 3:12-16)

One of the key reasons that the 
Apostle Paul wrote his letter to the 
Philippians was that he wanted to 
thank them for their support and 
partnership in the gospel.  As I come 
to the end of my service as pastor, 
I want to express appreciation for 
living and serving in your midst for 
more than thirteen years.  Thank you 
for the dessert farewell gathering on 
June 6th and all the expressions of 
love and appreciation.  Joyce and I 
were blessed, and it will help us as a 
couple make a good beginning in a 
new chapter of our lives.  I know that 
the congregation must still express 
goodbye with the retirement of 

Parting 
Words

THIRD CHURCH NEWS
CONNECTING AND INFORMING THE THIRD CHURCH COMMUNITY

June 10, 2021 Volume II . Issue 12

The Fry family  
in front of the church 

parsonage for the 
dessert farewell   

on June 6th.



Pastor Kama in a few weeks.  Saying 
“goodbye” to us is necessary to say 
“hello” and welcome the Boes family 
in the early weeks of August.  

In chapter 3, the Apostle Paul 
“presses forward to what lies ahead,” 
but this is not without remembering 
the partnership and the ministry 
that has already been accomplished. 
Let me share some of the positive 
accomplishments of the past 13 
years:

• Third has a great history of 
global mission which continued 
with new partnerships such as 
Lubna in Pakistan building on 
a previous collaboration with 
the Amaros in Mexico.  This was 
matched with local ministry 
with our neighborhood and 
community.  LIFT on Wednesday 
night and summer ministries 
became signature ministries of 
our congregation.  Kids Hope 
has become a solid and steady 
ministry of our church as we 
mentor students at Vanderbilt 
School.

• Our worship remains liturgical, 
with a main river that is classical.  
This has been combined with 
increased lay involvement and a 
measured willingness to be more 
flexible.

• Recognizing the increasing 
diversity of the Holland 
community, the congregation 
has embraced and cherished the 
Hispanic ministry.  Pastors Angel 
and Janelle and family have also 
been welcomed into our church 
community as valued partners in 
the gospel.

• The rise of a social justice 
movement has allowed members 

of our church to voice concern 
around a neglected area of the 
gospel, while recognizing that 
respect for the members of the 
church in terms of social and 
political views is still a work in 
progress.

• The clergy and the staff of the 
church have worked through 
ministry issues, creatively 
facing challenges with greater 
adaptability and teamwork.

• Our church is more on the 
continuum of stability rather 
than change but particularly 
in the past year during a time 
of pandemic, we have adapted 
to virtual worship.  This 
demonstrates that we are more 
resilient and flexible than we 
often realize.

• The church leadership and the 
congregation have called a 
younger pastoral family to live 
and serve in our midst, which 
reflects preparation over several 
years.

As my term of service as a 
pastor at Third Church ends, I am 
reminded that the Apostle Paul 
looks “forward to what lies ahead.”  
There are several areas that are left 
uncompleted: 

• After five years of modest 
numerical decline, our 
congregation plateaued in 2019.  
In the pandemic year, like many 
churches in our country, our 
church is a bit smaller.  Sharing 
the gospel and growing will 
be an important goal for our 
congregation in the days ahead.

• The strategic plan lifts up 
discipleship and small groups as 

a key focus.  From the Sunday 
night small group that Joyce 
and I were a part of this past 
year, I sense a great hunger for 
community in a post-pandemic 
world.

• Parents overly stressed during 
the pandemic with increased 
responsibilities for their 
children’s schooling, families 
often put children and youth 
ministry on hold for a year.  
Rebuilding these ministries will 
be important as we come out of 
pandemic.  Every church coming 
out of pandemic is a start-up 
church.

• Our goals as pastors and 
as a staff were to get the 
congregation safely into harbor 
after the shut-down of in-
person worship.  Coming back 
to in-person worship is a work 
in progress.  Perhaps younger 
pastoral leadership in an age 
of increasing rates of change, 
makes this an opportune time for 
pastoral leadership transition.  
“God works all things together for 
good.”

The Apostle Paul concludes, “Hold 
fast to what we have attained.”  
My reflection over four decades 
of pastoral ministry is that the 
pastor’s personality does impact a 
congregation, but the basic DNA of 
a congregation endures.  There are 
some basic themes of Third Church 
that remain and certainly can be 
cherished.  Time will tell whether we 
have sufficiently affirmed the riches 
of the past and adequately prepared 
for the future.  I will continue to hold 
you all in prayer.

—Pastor Kent
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 ¡Bienvenidos a Holanda! (‘Welcome to Holland’) 
—Pastors Janelle and Angel

About 2 weeks ago, Pastor Angel 
met a young man who is a very 
recent immigrant to Holland from 
South America.  Having met him at 
his place of work, he could already 
observe the young man’s eagerness 
to prove himself and learn the ropes, 
as we say, of his new life in America.  
It also occurred to Pastor Angel that 
as the young man described his 
experience of finding an apartment 
with his relatives with whom he 
arrived,  that he was going through a 
time very close to the heart of many 
of our members of El Encuentro.  
(E.E. is our Spanish Speaking 
ministry at TRC, made of recent, 
and not-so-recent immigrants to 
Holland)   Perhaps you know or can 
imagine such a time… the vulnerable, 
exhausting feeling of not yet knowing 
the language; the desire to tackle 
the challenges of settling and getting 

down to work, but the obstacles 
of bureaucracy, new customs, and 
unspoken rules.  Not to mention the 
cost of starting from scratch, and 
having to constantly prioritize and 
find what you need most, or what 
could wait until the next payday, all 
without a friend or two yet to lean on. 

With this in mind El Encuentro set 
about to pull together a welcome 
basket of things one needs to set 
up house. In a short time quite an 
impressive delivery was put together 
of household essentials, familiar 
groceries, and money gifts for a 
family who hasn’t even been met 
yet-- but their story hits close to 
the heart.  When the delivery was 
made, a home blessing prayer was 
offered,  and a heartfelt invitation to 
come and meet this circle of friends 
brought together by Christ, with 
much in common.  We pray that this 

“encounter” will lead to more, not just 
to meet neighbors, but to draw close 
to God who knows and welcomes 
each of us into life in Christ, and 
beckons to journey together! 

“El Encuentro” means the meet-up, 
literally:  the encounter.  This name 
was chosen because it reflects 
the two important purposes of our 
ministry. First, for all of us to meet 
with God, to encounter him, by God’s 
own invitation, to a sacred space 
of prayer and hearing from God’s 
word, and celebrating God’s loving 
presence.  Secondly, we encounter-
-we meet-up--with one another 
in Christ’s name.  You can be sure 
that many times, those two core 
purposes blur perfectly, according to 
God’s will. 

Are you watching and listening for an 
encounter today?

Upcoming Services
June 13 will be Pastor Kent’s last service with us; June 20 will be Pastor Kama’s last sermon and the 27th her last service 
with us.

6/13 Ephesians 4:25-32 Pastor Kent Fry Be Kind

6/20 Philippians 1:3-6 Pastor Kama Jongerius Sharing in the Gospel

6/27 Micah 6:1-8 Pastor Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas You know what the LORD requires of you 

Women’s Ministries Tea Rescheduled for the Fall
The Women’s Ministries Tea which 
was scheduled for Saturday, June 
26 at 2pm on the church lawn will 
be held instead in early September 
before our program year begins.

Your executive board is anticipating 
a new covid-free season and 

looks forward to welcoming all WM 
members, their friends as well as all 
women of Third Church to this social 
event, at which new officers will be 
installed.

—Kit Leggett, President of Women’s 
Ministries

Disability Concerns
Phil Coray shares the following 
link to very helpful information 
on mental illness and disability: 
https://network.crcna.org/disability-
concerns/about-mental-illnesses-
and-moral-judgements

https://network.crcna.org/disability-concerns/about-mental-illnesses-and-moral-judgements
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Scenes from Sunday
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 10:00 AM Sundays - In-Person  and Online Worship via Zoom.
Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!


