
—Pastor Kama Jongerius

I unintentionally became 
accustomed to the Front Row.

In church, I mean.

I got used to being able to see all 
of your faces as we moved through 
worship. Mind you, I wasn’t staring. 
Yet, from my little perch beside 
the lectern I caught glimpses of 
siblings bickering; I witnessed the 
knowing glances between spouses 
which indicated an inside joke or 
complaint; I saw fingers gingerly 
wiping tears from your cheeks. When 
confirmands were kneeling, I could 
see their vulnerability, as well as 
the gratitude in their parents’ faces. 
When mistakes happened I could see 
who in the congregation noticed it, 
as well. 

For the most part, y’all have a really 
good poker face. When I was trying 
to measure the reaction of the 
congregation to a particular worship 
experience, you were – as a group 

- indecipherable. That may provide 
some comfort for those of you who 
don’t like a pastor trying to assess 
you!

I’ve always thought 
of this vantage point 
as a privilege. For 
me, it deepens my 
understanding of you 
– of us! It allows me 
to remember people’s 
names more easily 
because I’m not just 
memorizing the back of 
your head.  
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A View from the Office...
 —Kristen Beckner, Office Manager

I was asked to give you an update on 
what I’m up to during the shelter in 
place order. In January we started 
using a new accounting system 
connected to ShelbyNext, our 
membership system. It has been a 
struggle, but I feel that I’m starting 
to get the hang of it. That feels like 
a major accomplishment since I’m 
not an accountant and accounting 
doesn’t come to me naturally. So I’ve 
been paying bills and running payroll 
and that is going smoothly.

I continue to track attendance 
instead of trying to decipher 
handwriting I’m trying to decipher 
Zoom usernames. That has been 
an interesting challenge since not 
everyone is using their name. (If 
you need help changing your Zoom 
name please contact a member of 
the communications team: John 
Hoekstra, Scott Millen, Amy Lunn, 
Jeanette Beagley-Koolhaas, Mike 

Rannow, Larry Sue or myself.) 

A project that I started to tackle 
last week was to sort through the 
filing cabinets in the center of 
the office. Some surprising finds: 
membership transfers from 1958 to 
1979, an expired license plate for the 
1986 brown van, pictorial directories 
back to the early 1980s, and funeral 
bulletins dating back to the early 
1990s - a little trip down memory 
lane. Now Mark Walvoord will have a 
project once he’s able to get back into 
the church. Sorry Mark! 

I continue to produce a bulletin every 
week that is posted on the website 
and mailed to shut-ins who have 
requested a printed copy. I’m thankful 
to have the opportunity to work from 
the office instead of from home. It 
helps me maintain some semblance 
of a routine. Look forward to seeing 
you after the shelter in place order  
is lifted.
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(Continued from page 1)  look others 
in the eyes opens a window that’s 
perpetually partially obscured when 
we sit beside each other.

Since we’ve started worshiping 
on Zoom, I’ve heard many of our 
members comment that they are 
surprised they can experience true 
community within our internet 
worship service. Some say they 
love the way intimacy is increased 
through Zoom worship -  ways which 
aren’t possible when we are in the 
sanctuary. Some have said that they 
are thrilled with a more public social 
time following the worship service, 
because they are hearing from 
people they would never access in 

our physical gathering space. 

So, I say to you, “Welcome to the 
front row!”  Enjoy a view that 
develops awareness of who is in 
our community; take advantage of 
seeing people whose name is in their 
little window (it’s an automatic “name 
tag”!); appreciate those who are 
allowing you into their private space, 
and their (calm or chaotic) family life.

Yes. 

I know that we are a congregation 
with quite a few introverts who do 
not wish to be seen. That’s okay! You 
have the option to keep your camera 
off. And, if you find the activity in 
other windows distracting, you can 

choose to see only what’s on the 
main screen. No judgments. 

However, for those of you who have 
felt a deepened connection through 
Zoom worship, I celebrate that 
today’s technology makes it possible, 
and that it is being used for spiritual 
enrichment within our beloved 
community!

Summer 
Worship 
Info
June 7 is Trinity Sunday.  
“Authority to Command” 
Matthew 28:16-20.  
We will celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper

Summer 
Series:  “Good 
News for a 
Troubled 
World”
Using the Revised Common 
Lectionary Passages, we 
will choose the scripture 
text that is most applicable 
to a disordered and chaotic 
world. We will continue to 
design worship that reflects 
our traditional liturgy, 
inclusive and interactive with 
the congregation, creatively 
adapting our corporate 
worship for the internet in a 
time of the pandemic.
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Job and the Life of Faith, a Bible Study
A bestseller once posed the 
question: “Why do bad things happen 
to good people?” The Psalmist Asaph 
(in Psalm 73) asked it the other 
way around: “Why do the wicked 
prosper?” Right now we wonder. 

With life disturbed by a threatening 
pandemic of disease and death, 
with anguished cries in the streets 
for equal justice across all races 
and communities, and all of it amid 
roiling political feuds, what are the 
people of God to think? Or believe? 
Or do? We find ourselves asking, 
Is God hiding from all of this? Is 
God perhaps doing it? Is any of this 
in some way God’s judgment? Or 
mercy? Either way, is God playing by 
the rules of what we believe justice 
to be?

With life disturbed by a 
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disease and death, with 
anguished cries in the 
streets for equal justice 
across all races and 
communities, and all of 
it amid roiling political 
feuds, what are the 
people of God to think? 
Or believe? Or do?  

Right now it is time to search for 
God’s mind and wisdom, so far as 
we may be able to discern it. What 
we might think is a strange place to 
look for help may in fact be the place 
in the Scriptures that most directly 

enters into the questions we have. 
The book of Job!

You are invited to join a learning/
discerning group who will engage 
the book of Job this summer with 
the help of the Kerygma resource, 
Job and the Life of Faith (written 
by Carol Bechtel, a friend to many 
of us!). George Hunsberger will be 
facilitating this study group on the 
zoom platform on Sunday evenings 
through the summer. The group will 
meet weekly at 6:00pm - 7:15pm 
beginning on June 14. (The group 
will skip Father’s Day, June 21, and 

continue June 28 and through 
July and the first three Sundays 
of August.) Participants will be 
expected to read the material in the 
Resource Book (8-9 pages per week) 
and the related scripture references 
prior to each session, and to come 
prepared to engage with each other 
the issues raised in the book of Job.

Please register for the group by June 
11 by contacting Kristen Beckner at 
the Third Reformed Church office 
who will arrange for you to secure 
the Kerygma Resource Book we will 
be using. 



Landscaping and Classrooms and 
Painting, Oh My!
--Mark Faga, Lead Custodian

As I mentioned in my interview 
with Pastor Kent a couple of weeks 
ago, a lot of my job description 
revolves around servanthood.  I am 
considered “support staff” and I truly 
love that title.  I am here to support 
the staff in various ways so that 
they can do their job as efficiently 
as possible.  I am also here for the 
“interruptions” that happen on a daily 
basis.  

That being said, quiet time is rare.  
Time to maintain the building in 

ways that are needed but often get 
pushed to the back burner comes at 
a premium.  So this pandemic has 
allowed me the “quiet” time I need to 
take care of God’s house, the place 
we love to gather to worship, play 
and eat as a community in ways that 
I just haven’t had time to do. 

When we are allowed to be together 
again in this glorious building I hope 
that you can see the love and care 
that has gone into taking care of 
Third Reformed Church.  Along with 
a normal amount of cleaning and 
prepping for the possibility of Buen 

Pastor, the church has been and 
continues to be disinfected.  Product 
has been ordered to keep you safe 
and a plan on how to return safely 
and what that might look like for the 
facility is underway.  But for now just 
know that I continue to paint and 
polish, repair and clean.  Not a day 
goes by that I don’t have something 
to do.

So stay safe, wear your masks, keep 
your distance, ride your bike, have a 
picnic or walk a trail and before you 
know it we’ll be back here together to 
worship, play and eat together. 
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9:00 AM Sundays - Children’s Time via Zoom. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Miss Joyce’s Jottings
School’s out for summer, so 
changes in Third Church’s 
children’s ministry program are 
happening.   Our virtual summer 
worship program “Parable Party” 
will begin on Sunday, June 21; 
9:00- 9:40 a.m.  It will continue 
throughout the summer on 
Sunday mornings excluding the 
first Sunday of each month (July 
5th, August 2nd and September 
6th).  Our virtual V.B.S. 
“Compassion Camp” will take 
place for three mornings in July 

(dates yet to be determined).    
If you are interested in helping 
with either of these children’s 
programs, please let me (Joyce 
Fry;  joycefry@trcholland.org) 
know.  We pray that as we are 
still physically separated, that 
our children will stay virtually 
connected as we celebrate our 
faith  together this summer.  
Don’t miss the fun… invite your 
friends and  join us for “Parable 
Party” and “Compassion Camp” 
coming to Zoom this summer!

Family News
Congratulations to the following 
couples with anniversaries in June:

• Tom & Sue Ten Hoeve, June 7,  
63 years

• Harley & Phyllis Brown, June 9, 
60 years

• Bob & Elle Kuiper, June 9, 71 
years

• Duane & PJ Booi, June 10,  
70 years

• Harvey & Margaret Doorenbos, 
June 21, 64 years

• Marv & Lois Jalving, June 23,  
69 years


