
 —Joyce Fry, Director of Children’s Ministries

Dear Third Reformed Church Family,

Thank you for the opportunity to 
serve with you over the past 12 
years as the Director of Children’s 
Ministries.  It has been a joy to 
share faith with the families of 
the Church and especially the 
children.  I have enjoyed the 
opportunities to creatively teach 
and share the Christian gospel with 
so many children in our Church and 
neighborhood over the years.  It is 
with mixed emotions that it is time 
for me to say good-bye and allow the 
spirit to move in new ways with the 
children and families of Third Church 
and in my life as well.  

I want to say thank 
you for so many 
wonderful memories 
that will go with me.

However, before my final farewell, I 
want to say thank you for so many 
wonderful memories that will go with 
me.  There are so many of these fond 
remembrances that it is impossible 
to name them all here.  But I would 
like to share some of these treasured 
memories which will be with me 
always.   

My Favorite Joyful Memories (In 
no particular order):Watching the 
children bring joy to the residents 
of the Warm Friend by bringing 
their gifts of excitement, songs and 
homemade cards/presents.

• Seeing the children’s expressions 
of awe and wonder as they 
“received their light” each year in 
the Worship Center.

• Working with the children in 
preparation of their performance 
of the “Christmas miracle” 
program each December. 

• Catching the excitement on the 
Church lawn as the children 
played thematic games, rode 
horses, petted the animals of the 
Critter Barn and bounced in the 
inflatable castles at our yearly 
Backyard Bash.

• Sharing the joy and the true 
meaning of Easter (and lots of 
treats made by so many of you) 
with our neighborhood at our 
Community Easter Egg/Holy 
Treasure Hunt.

• Teaching and “Directing” our 
children as they made the 
Bible come alive each week in 
our instant Bible skits at our 
Wednesday evening program.

• Being thrilled by how much 
the children were able to learn 
and experience in our exciting 
VBS programs each summer.  
And enjoying the fun we had 
with our Hispanic neighbors 
from Ebenezer Church as we 
developed our VBS into a bi-
lingual program.

• Learning this past year the 
wonders of “Zoom” technology 
and having fun creating Zoom 
holiday parties and dabbling 
in Science experiments with 
Biblical applications.
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• Marveling at how God has grown 
the faith of children with whom 
I started with in the Worship 
center 12 years ago, who are now 
graduating from High School.

• Serving with gifted and talented 
adults and youth who loved and 
modeled faith to our children in 
a myriad of ways both on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday 
evenings. 

• Experiencing the wonder of our 
faith as I have loved, and served, 
and learned from the children.  
They have truly blessed my life 
and I will miss them.

So, thank you Third Church for the 
chance to serve with you.  May God 
continue to bless and guide the 
ministry of the church in the days 
ahead.  And may children always be 
welcomed into the community as you 
give witness to the words of Jesus, 
“Let the little children come to me, 
and do not stop them, for it is to such 
as these that the kingdom of heaven 
belongs” (Matthew 19: 14)

With Appreciation and Christian 
Love,

Miss Joyce  (Joyce Fry)
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Piano in a Pandemic
—Linda Strouf, Minister of Music

Some of the organ lovers at TRC 
have asked “why is there less organ 
music in our services?” My first 
response is, there really isn’t less. In 
a “normal” service there would only 
be one piece for the prelude. Since 
the beginning of the pandemic there 
has been about a 10 minute prelude 
each week, mostly familiar hymn 
arrangements on both the organ 
and piano. Accompanying hymns is 
another matter. Some hymns simply 
“fit” better on the piano than on the 
organ. So that choice is always made 
consciously regarding the music 
itself.

Then there are the two special series 
of recordings that I did for Advent 
and Lent. Those were projects that 
came about because I purchased 
a new digital piano, similar to the 
one at church, for my home. With 
restrictions from Covid-19 there have 
been times that I have taught my 
classes at Hope College from home. 
So now I have a new digital piano, 
what else can I do with it? Record 

music for my friends and family at 
Third Reformed Church.

Without a Christmas Carol Service to 
look forward to, the Advent season 
seemed bleak to me. So, I sat down 
and recorded weekly “concerts” for 
you to enjoy at your leisure. Shortly 
after I finished that project my mind 
went to “what’s next?” The Lenten 40 
series was born. This time I paired 
hymn arrangements with the daily 
scripture reading from the Revised 
Common Lectionary. I’ve heard from 
some of you that this series was 
meaningful to your daily Lenten 
devotions. Thank you to all the 
people that read scripture for that 
project!

I’ve come up with a 
new project, and I’d 
love to have your help.

Recently, my mom (who has become 
a regular attendee at our online 
Sunday services) asked me, “what’s 
next?” I hadn’t really thought about it, 

so I had to do some soul searching. 
I’ve come up with a new project, and 
I’d love to have your help. Over the 
summer I plan to do a series called 
“These are a few of my favorite 
hymns.” I’d like to pair each piano 
arrangement with a short, spoken 
intro that helps to tell the story of 
the hymn. I have several books about 
the story of hymn tunes and texts, 
so I will start there. If you would 
like to record one of these already 
prepared texts, let me know. If there 
is a particular hymn that is dear to 
you personally and not found in one 
of my books, I’d be happy to have 
you research it, and I’ll look for an 
arrangement if I don’t already have 
one. No promises about being able to 
do every hymn that is on YOUR list of 
favorites, but I’ll try!

Hope College finishes classes this 
Friday and I hope to start recording 
some of MY favorite hymns right 
away. Would you like to help? Contact 
me by phone or email, both of which 
can be found on ShelbyNext.

Open House 
Reminder: June 
6 for the Frys, 

June 27 for Pastor 
Kama. 11:00 to 

1:00. Please RSVP 
through the form 
available on the 
church website.
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Personnel Update
—Steve Bulthuis, Chair, Personnel Committee

The calling of Ryan Boes was 
certainly an exciting event and a 
significant step in the transition of 
church staff occurring over the next 
months. As chair of the Personnel 
Committee, I wanted to ensure 
you are aware of the activities of 
the committee to fill other staff 
vacancies.

Filling of Minister of Spiritual 
Formation and Liturgy Position
• The committee feels that Ryan 

should have the opportunity to 
provide input into the hiring of 
this position, which will be vacant 
once Pastor Kama retires on 
the first of July. This will result 

in a fall hire. It is anticipated 
that there will need to be some 
discernment on whether the 
duties of this position remain the 
same or are revised to reflect 
new opportunities/directions.

Filling of Interim Director of 
Children’s Ministries Position
• At the recommendation of 

the Education Committee, the 
committee posted an opening 
for an Interim Director of 
Children’s Ministries with a term 
of service from June 1-May 31. I 
am pleased to report that Linnea 
Fenske-Williams has accepted 
this position. Linnea is very 

familiar with TRC 
having served 
multiple years 
as a seminary 
intern as well 
as volunteering 
with the youth 
group. Linnea 
has exceptional 
educational 
credentials with 
degrees from Hope 
College (Bachelor 
of Arts) and 
New Brunswick 
Theological 
Seminary (Master 
of Divinity). With 

such educational training and 
familiarity with TRC, Linnea’s 
recommendation for hire 
from the interview team was 
unanimously approved by the 
committee.

Children’s Choir Director Open 
Position
• The Committee is not 

anticipating on proceeding 
with hiring for the Children’s 
Choir Director position until a 
permanent Director of Children’s 
Ministries has been identified.

Upfront Music Coordinator
• Pastor Janelle has graciously 

been filling this position for the 
past two years, but notified the 
committee that she is stepping 
down from this role June 1. It is 
the intent of the committee to 
have this position filled by the 
start of fall programming.

I hope this overview is helpful. Please 
pray that we continue to identify 
gifted individuals to fill the remaining 
vacancies. Should you have any 
suggestions for the committee 
regarding the remaining vacancies or 
questions/comments concerning any 
of the above, please feel to contact 
me. I can be reached at  
sbulthuis@att.net or 741-9254.

Silas Boes, 2, checking out the pulpit for his daddy.  
Photo: Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas.



ADVERTISEMENT

Hey TRC Memb�s:
N�’s y�r 
chance to SHINE!

Believe it or not, now is the chance of a 
lifetime to serve your church community by 
volunteering to help the deacons with 
ushering on Sunday mornings. Duties would 
include guiding your fellow parishioners to 
their chosen pew, handing out a bulletin, and 
soon, passing the offering plate. 

D�’t Wait!
Contact Kristen Beckner at 
office@trcholland.org or 616-392-1459 to get 
on the volunteer list.
Thank y�!

Calling All Gardeners!
If you like to get down and dirty with flowers and plants,
your local church administrator would
love to speak with you. Call Amy Lunn
today to learn about all the fun and
exciting gardening opportunities
in and around the church.

Email: amy.lunn@trcholland.org
Phone: 616-392-1459
Thank you for your consideration!
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Disability Concerns for May 2021
 —Phil Coray

A few weeks ago I heard a 
physician talking about the book 
“Compassionomics” by Stephan 
Trzeciak, head of the Cooper 
University Care’s Critical Care 
Department in New Jersey. 

In his talk “How 40 seconds of 
compassion could save a life” 
Dr. Trzeciak comments that one 
does not need to be a professional 
caregiver to benefit from practicing 
compassion.

Although I was a nurses’ aide and not 
a physician or research scientist. I 
would like to tell some of what I have 
learned about medical studies and 
practices in the compassionate care 
of patients from his talk. A generally 
accepted definition of compassion is 
“an emotional response to another’s 
suffering in an authentic desire 
to help”. It is important to add to 

understanding (science) and feeling 
that one needs to act.

Dr. Trzeciak cited a 2007 head-on-
collision in Sweden that killed six 
people. Five years later researchers 
interviewed most of the 56 survivors, 
whose most distinct memories 
were the lack of compassion from 
caregivers.

After further research he learned 
that many caregivers suffer from 
burn-out, a response to the inability 
to make a personal connection with 
the patient. This can be the result 
of spending so much time recording 
data on the computer and leaving 
little time for personal engagement. 
There are benefits for the patient 
and caregiver in taking the time. One 
example he gives is of an oncologist 
talking with a patient with cancer: “I 
know this is a tough experience to go 
through. I want you to know that I am 

here with you. Some of the things I 
say to you may be hard to know. Stop 
me. We will go through this together. 
I will be with you each step of the 
way.”

Such patient-centered care can 
lower annual health care costs, 
decrease use of health care services, 
lower the need for extensive 
diagnostic tests and unnecessary 
hospitalizations. It may also protect 
health care providers from the burn-
out experienced by many of them 
and create higher levels of well-
being.

Few of us are professional care-
givers. I hope being aware of some 
means of care being practiced may 
help us and our loved ones work with 
professionals for a better life for all.

For anyone interested in learning 
more about this I will be happy to 
help them find more information.

9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - In-Person  and Online Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Third Church 
Family News
Happy Anniversary
• Tom & Sue Ten Hoeve:  

June 7 - 64 years
• Harley & Phyllis Brown:  

June 9 - 61 years
• Bob & Elle Kuiper:  

June 9 - 73 years
• Duane & P.J. Booi:  

June 10 - 71 years
• Harvey & Margaret Doorenbos: 

June 21 - 65 years

Upcoming Services
May 30, Trinity Sunday, marks the end of the narrative lectionary. June 13 will be 
Pastor Kent’s last service with us; June 20 will be Pastor Kama’s last sermon and 
the 27th her last service with us.

5/30 Rev. 22:1-7 Pastor Kent Fry  The River is the  
  Tree of Life

6/6 Phil. 3:7-14  Pastor Kent Fry That I may know Christ

6/13 Eph. 4:25-32 Pastor Kent Fry Be Kind

6/20 Various texts Pastor Kama Jongerius Thanksgiving 

6/27 Micah 6:1-8 Pastor Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas You know what the  
  LORD requires of you 


