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Save the Date! 
June 5 is our annual congregational meeting. 
This year it will be held immediately follow-
ing the 10 AM service. We will enjoy a meal 
together at the meeting, and will conclude 
with the Lord's Supper. To facilitate the 
gathering of all our people, there will be only 
one service that day, with no separate ser-
vices for El Encuentro or 8 AM.  

Next week there will be no TCN. 
We will be back the week after, 

and will start publishing on Mon-
days instead of Wednesdays. 

Have a great Memorial Day holi-
day, and don't forget to come to 
the Congregational Meeting on 

June 5. 



Ascension Message from Pastor Ryan 
  

Read Acts 1:1-11 
  
Tomorrow, May 26th, 2022 is Ascension Day. It is the day when the church remembers that Jesus went 
to be with the father. Jesus now sits at the right hand of God and will come again to judge the world and 
bring the kingdom of God into fullness. The importance of that day in the church year cannot be overstat-
ed. Here is the first fruits of creation, Jesus the Christ—in full humanity—is now with God in God’s space. 
Heaven and Earth are bound up together in the person of Jesus Christ. Something of our world—
someone that people could touch, hear, see—someone that ate breakfast and drank wine at weddings, 
this One is in the space of God. They are the promise that God has not given up on this world. God is cove-
nantally committed to this creation. 
  
And now we are in the in-between time. The already and the not yet. 
  
The kingdom of God has come in Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. And it will be fully realized when 
Christ returns.  
  
Yesterday in Texas, there was a mass shooting. The casualties are still being counted and those in critical 
condition are still in the tenuous place between life and death. But we know around twenty people have 
been killed, eighteen of them children. In the United States last year (2021), we had more mass shootings 
than days of the year. Why does this continue to happen? If God is on the throne and Jesus is the first 
fruits of resurrection, what is going on here?  
  
We are in the in-between time. The already and the not yet. 
  
Verse 11 in the text always gives me shivers. Two men in white robes appear (were these the same two 
who were at the tomb of Jesus that first day of resurrection?) and they say to the disciples, ‘Men of Gali-
lee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heav-
en, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  
Jesus will return the same way he left. We are in the in-between time. The already and the not yet.  
  
But I’m ready for the not yet. Whether it’s mass shootings, war, famine, climate change, or whether it’s 
personal battles of addiction, troubled relationships, we all know the pain of brokenness in our world 
and some days it seems so acute that we wonder if Jesus actually made it up to heaven or not.  
  
When we see the pain and brokenness in our world, it’s tempting to just look up, to ask where Jesus 
went. But the call of the two men in white should also be our call. Why are you standing there? Why are 
you looking up? Remember what he told you and go. You have received the Holy Spirit, you have been 
taught everything you need to know. Go be the body of Christ. Testify that there is hope. This isn’t a sober 
dismissal, but a radical hope that God has done something about this and continues to do something 
about this.  
  
Jesus is on the throne today. We are his body on earth. We may be in the in-between time, but we’ve been 
called to bring the already into our not yet.  
  
So go, lament, cry, be frustrated, demand change, demand disarmament, and do so in the hope of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.  



  
Today is the funeral of Eugene Heideman. As one of the principal authors of Our Song of Hope, we will 

use some of those words in his funeral and they are the very Ascension Day promise we need to hear.  
  
21. God will renew the world through Jesus, 
who will put all unrighteousness out, 
purify the works of human hands, 
and perfect their fellowship in divine love. 
Christ will wipe away every tear; 
death shall be no more. 
There will be a new heaven and a new earth, 
and all creation will be filled with God’s glory. 
  
Come Lord Jesus and make all things new. Amen.  

 
Interested in becoming a member of Third Reformed Church? 
 

Pastor Ryan will be holding a New Members class this summer. For more information or to get your 
name on the list, email us at office@trcholland.org.  
 

Summer Volunteer Opportunities 
 

I AM Academy STEM Camp 
Summer is just around the corner! If you'd like to help with the STEM camp at Meadowlanes, please take 
a minute to sign up for some sessions here. Parents, your elementary-aged children are welcome to 
come along and participate in the STEM camp. Middle-school and high-school age kids will be working 
alongside I AM Academy MS and HS youth to serve the younger kids. The STEM camp is geared towards 
elementary-aged kids. Please let us know if you need transportation for your MS/HS youth.  
 
We also hope many of you can come to the movie nights and the evening with Henry Cherry. The dates 
are as follows: 

Tuesday May 31,  6-8:30pm in the TRC Youth Room. Movie screening of The Hate U Give (PG-13), dis-
cussion moderated by Ben and Trina Lichtenwalner. Pizza will be served. Trailer for the movie 
is here. 

• Wednesday June 8, 7-8:30pm STEM Camp orientation night with Henry Cherry, and ice-cream!  

Wednesday Jun 22, 6-8:30pm in the TRC Youth Room. Screening of Just Mercy, discussion moderated 
by Henry Cherry and Dean Miedema. Pizza will be served. Trailer for the movie is here. 

The movies are both rated PG-13. Parents, please use your discretion in deciding if the movie is suitable 
for your child.  For families with younger children, we recommend reading children's books that deal 
with themes of racial injustice (check out Herrick or the TRC library), and watching a film such as Ruby 
Bridges with your kids.  
 
Please call the church office if you plan to attend so we know how much pizza to get. 

mailto:office@trcholland.org?subject=Interested%20in%20New%20Members%20class
https://trcholland.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acd17117009f08d61b875cd6f&id=f2ab7ab822&e=b2ebe1b321
https://trcholland.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acd17117009f08d61b875cd6f&id=575b78c5d6&e=b2ebe1b321
https://trcholland.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acd17117009f08d61b875cd6f&id=44eda2444c&e=b2ebe1b321
https://trcholland.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acd17117009f08d61b875cd6f&id=936dc47892&e=b2ebe1b321
https://trcholland.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acd17117009f08d61b875cd6f&id=936dc47892&e=b2ebe1b321


Update on Search for new Director of Children's Ministries 
Dear Third Reformed Church family,  
 
This week, we’ve celebrated and said goodbye to a gifted Director of Children's Ministries who is moving on 
to new ministry!  As pastors, we want to give you an update on our search process to fill this position.  
 
We find ourselves still searching for a new director, and without a clear timeline of when this position will be 
filled.  Almost 3 months of having active job postings at seminaries, colleges, children's ministry networks etc. 
has not drawn any application submissions, as would have been expected.  Our own eager sharing about the 
job through our personal networks to more than a dozen contacts have led to interesting conversations and a 
deep appreciation for some talented folks we’d love to bring on board to work with, but no earnest appli-
cants.  The Personnel Committee revised the position in the hope of drawing potential interest around full 
time hours and benefits.  
 
That leaves all of us – staff and congregation – wondering “What comes next?”  Over the last two weeks, 
TRC’s pastors and education staff have had long conversations, made notes and checklists, just in case we 
faced a season without a director, so that ministry will continue.  We are working hard to make alternative 
preparations, praying fervently for our staffing needs, and trusting in the Lord’s help for the flourishing of this 
vital part of our church’s discipleship ministry.   
 
That said, we need your help!  Please consider your active response to the following as part of your own 
member commitment and investment in the future at Third Reformed Church:  
1. Every member of our church should consider their personal network, thinking of who could be encour-

aged to apply for this position.   If you do not feel comfortable reaching out, please pass along your con-
tact suggestions to Pastor Janelle.  This will be an active request until such a time as the position is 
filled.  A standard interview format by staff and committee remains ready and in place. 

2. Be supportive when pastors and program staff make temporary adjustments to regular programs or wor-
ship services so that we can continue to prioritize the discipleship of children in our church family.  Our 
pastors and staff are committed to not seeing any children’s activities or programs discontinued, and thus 
will need to adjust our own responsibilities to ensure that all education leadership needs are met.  We 
trust in our church family’s understanding as we seek to uphold our church’s high value of children's 
Christian formation.  

3. Seriously consider making a commitment to volunteer in Children’s Ministry as needs are announced this    
       summer and fall.  
 
With hopefulness,  
Pastor Janelle  

Prayer Requests:  

1. Pray for a gifted and eager Director of Children's Ministries, and for the 
important work of guiding children in knowing Christ, enfolding them in the 
life of our congregation, and teaching them about God’s Word! 

2. Pray daily for the  children of our congregation and neighborhood! (We 
know many of you already do this!)  Pray for the children who attend Sunday 
School, El Encuentro, and LIFT. 

3. Pray for and encourage the volunteers who are already actively serving in 
Children's Ministry.  



The Micro Pantry is proving to 
be much needed in the neigh-
borhood. Those of us checking 
and restocking the pantry are 
finding it almost empty each 
time. 
 
Thank you so much to those who 
have been bringing in items from 
the list, please continue to think of 
the pantry when you go grocery 
shopping. The pantry is a blessing 
to our neighbors. 
 
We are also looking for 1or 2 more 
people to join the team checking 
the pantry twice a week. This helps 
to spread out the responsibility 
and lighten the load. 
 
Micro Pantries exist to cover the 
gap for people with an emergency 
need or the inability to get to food 
pantries when they are open. 
Please refer to the list below for 
items needed. 

 Food Items: 
• Macaroni & Cheese 
• Spaghetti 
• Canned Spaghetti Sauce 

• Canned meats - tuna, beef, 
chicken 

• Canned fruits 
• Canned vegetables 
• Soups 
• Baby formula 
• Powdered milk 
• Powdered eggs 
• Dry cereal 
• Ketchup* 
• Mustard* 
• Peanut butter* 
• Bread 

• Snacks 
• Chips 
• Cookies 
• Health bars 
• Crackers 

Hygiene Items 

• Toothpaste 
• Feminine products 
• Bar soap 
• Deodorant 
• Toilet paper 
• Paper towels 
• Diapers 
• Handy wipes 
*Avoid starred items in winter.  

Third Church 
Family News 
Thank You 
Thank you so much for your 
prayers, notes, and cards dur-
ing my recent shoulder replace-
ment surgery and recovery pe-
riod. It is wonderful to be a part 
of such a caring, Christian com-
munity. I will be forever grate-
ful for each of you. 
  
Grace and peace, 
Betty Voskuil 
  

Sympathy 
To Mary, Ruth, Carl and Charlotte 
and all other family members of 
Gene Heideman who passed 
away on May 15. 

 Happy Anniversary 
• Tom and Sue TenHoeve - June 7, 65 years 
• Harley and Phyllis Brown - June 9, 62 years 

• Bob and Elle Kuiper - June 9, 74 years 

• Ev and Barb Albers - June 10, 53 years 
• Duane and PJ Booi - June 10, 72 years 
Harvey and Margaret Doorenbos - June 21, 66 years 

Happy Birthday 
Ron Boeve - June 17, 87  years 

Moving 
Lois Jalving has moved. Her new address is: 
Appledorn S #J-6 
727 Apple Ave. 
Holland, MI   49423  



Prayer Requests 
Please pray for the following: 
 

• Condolences to the Heideman family on the death of Eugene (Gene) on Sunday. Visitation and ser-
vice were held this morning. 

• Condolences to the family of Isabelle Hanse Amundsen, graveside services are Thursday, May 26 
at 11:00 am at the Bentheim Cemetery in Hamilton. 
• For those under Hospice care: 

• Sue Pettinga 
• Margaret Doorenbos 
• P.J. Booi and Duane (caregiver) 
• Pray for all students, teachers, staff at the end of this school year. 
• Pray that a new children’s director may be found for TRC. 
 
Special Prayer Need: There is still an urgent need for housing. We have a really difficult situation 
ahead, with deadlines to vacate current temporary housing, and no permanent place for several people 
to go. 
 
Prayer Spotlight: Appledorn - Lois Jalving, Donna Prins; Maple Woods - Muriel Bolhuis, Beth DuMez. 
 
Missionaries: Wayne and Miho Jansen (Japan), Rowland Jr. and Jane Van Es (Kenya), Victor 
Kanyi (Kenya). 
 
People to remember:   Dennis Gebben and Nancy (caregiver); Mary and Harry Boersen; Reno Lamania; 
Donna Prins; Pastor Angel and Pastor Janelle in their ministry with Spanish speaking families.  


