
--Linda Srouf, Minister of Music
Many people have been asking me 
that question in regard to music in 
our services as we have transitioned 
into the world of online worship. 
It’s complicated. That’s the short 
answer. The longer answer is that 
it takes a lot of people, with a lot of 
different skill sets, to make music for 
our worship each week. 

Each week on Tuesday after deciding 
during worship planning which 
hymns and songs we will use, I head 
to church to record just the piano 
or the organ for each song. You 
might ask why I’m using the piano 

more than the organ. It’s because 
when I use the piano, I can record a 
file directly to a USB stick that then 
gets uploaded to the great cloud of 
data in the sky. If I choose to record 
something on the organ, I have to 
ask Rob Lunn to meet me at church 
and then he records me playing 
the organ with the setup we have 
onto his computer and then gives 

me the data file to upload after he 
has edited it. The organ also has a 
much more complex sound than the 
piano, so frankly it is just easier to 
use the piano. But you should notice 
that I’ve been adding more organ 
accompaniment into the mixture. 
The ten-minute prelude each week is 
also recorded by me each week.

Once the file is uploaded, the next 
person to work on the music is 
whoever is the cantor (the person 
who is singing along with the piano/
organ) that week. So far, Janelle 
Lopez-Koolhaas, Larry Sue, Kate 
Bolt and Scott Millen have been 

our cantors. They take the file 
and practice with it until they are 
comfortable singing all the words 
with good diction and in tune. They 
record themselves singing alone 
by playing the accompaniment 
part through their ear buds or 
headphones. Once they are happy 
with how they sound, they upload it 
to our folder in the cloud. (con’t)
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(How Do They Do That?, continued) 
The next person in line is Larry 
Sue. Larry sang for several weeks 
to help us get started, and he also 
went through the learning curve on 
how to merge the piano and voice 
part(s) together seamlessly. There 
is a computer program he uses, and 
he is also able to do some “tweaking” 
of the volume or balance and has 
even been able to add some other 
instruments on the hymns when I 
feel like we need something “extra.” 
When it is done Larry uploads the 
final product to the cloud and it is 
ready for the worship service.

Each week I also ask someone to 
do a musical piece for the offertory. 
They record themselves at home, 
usually on their mobile phone, 
and submit their recording. It has 
been a blessing to reach out to 
families and younger members of 

our congregation to provide a short 
two-minute video that reminds us of 
the talent that surrounds us, and also 
reminds us that we give our offerings 
every week if we meet in person at 
the church or not. If you think there 
is someone I should ask, please feel 
free to email me.

It has been a blessing to 
reach out to families and 
younger members of our 
congregation to provide 
a short two-minute video 
that reminds us of the 
talent that surrounds us.  

At this point, my work for Sunday is 
done. I leave it in the capable hands 
of those on our tech crew to put up 

the right words and play the right 
song at the right time on Sunday 
morning. I have to confess it is really 
hard for me to sit at my computer 
and not “have control” of the music 
in worship. God is working on my 
patience in this time of COVID-19.

There is one more question that I 
often get asked: “why don’t we sing 
all the verses?” The answer is that 
we aren’t in physical community with 
each other. Singing is a group sport. 
It just isn’t the same to sing at home 
by yourself if you are single, or even 
with your household, especially if 
you are self-conscious about how 
you sound. When we sing together in 
our physical, historic building, we are 
able to all sing in one voice and with 
the great cloud of witnesses that 
have sung before us. I miss that. I bet 
you do too.
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Congregational Care
—Pastor Kama Jongerius

Since our state’s Stay-At-Home 
order, our TRC care elders have 
been active in reaching out to each 
member of our congregation. In April 
each elder attempted to connect 
via phone with each household. 
Some have additionally sent cards or 
emails. About one in five phone calls 
resulted in leaving a message, or 
reaching out in some other form. Our 
care elders are sincere in wanting to 
listen to you and pray for you; They 
are warm and welcoming people. On 
behalf of them, thanks to you who 
answered by phone, email or card. 

If you are not comfortable sharing 
a need with a care elder, please 
call the church and request a 

phone call from one of the pastors. 
We recognize that - especially at 
this time -everyone’s routine and 
self-sufficiency is challenged. Our 
congregation has many people who 
are eager to provide assistance, 
and we can connect you with an 
appropriate person.

In addition, please remember that 
many times care from Third Church 
arrives in the form of friends who 
you don’t consider to be “official” 
representatives of TRC. If your friend 
(who also goes to Third) connects 
with you, provides support, and/or 
prays for you, that is the best kind of 
church care: the organic, relational 
intimacy that we share within smaller 
groups of people, which is not 
possible on a church-wide scale. 

 Sincere thanks to our elders who 
offer their care, and also to each 
one of you who call friends, meet on 
Zoom in small groups, and do kind 
acts for each other. This natural 
extension of Christ’s care emulates 
the early church, and involves 
every believer. What a gift to be in 
community even as we are  
physically apart!

Peace and Prayers,

Pastor Kama
 

If you have a topic suggestion for 
Third Church News, or something you’d 
like to hear about, please email us at 
trc-communications@trcholland.org.



The Season of Easter:  “Coming Together”
Before the disciples became apostles and saints, they were simply a group of friends coming together to hear and 
tell one another a story for which there are no words.  We share the great story of the resurrection of Jesus in a safe 
environment so that we can share the story of Jesus in word and deed in the world.

We follow passages from Feasting on the Word while following the Revised Common Lectionary.

May 10 5th Sunday after Easter “Forgiveness Amidst Persecution” Acts 7:55-60

May 17 6th Sunday after Easter “The Air We Breathe” John 14:15-21

May 24 7th Sunday after Easter “Jesus’ Farewell Prayer” John 17:1-11   
 Ordination and Installation of Elders and Deacons
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10:00 AM Sundays - Children’s Time via Zoom. 
11:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Miss Joyce’s Jottings
Children:  Don’t forget to create your “Rock Faith Pictures” to be shared with the 
congregation on Sunday, May 17th.  Information about this project has been sent to your 
parents.  If you have any questions, please let me know (joycefry@trcholland.org).  We’re 
looking forward to having you share your creative talents with us!

Save the 
date for the 

annual
congregational

meeting.

Zooming in to a 
computer near  
you at 5 PM on 

May 17.

See you there!

Fun Fact:
If Pope Gregory XIII would not have 
established the Gregorian calendar, which 
most of the world now observes, in 1582, 
then every 128 years the vernal equinox 
would have come a full calendar day earlier, 
eventually putting Easter in midwinter.
Roach, John. “First Day of Spring Facts: Is It Arriving 
Earlier?” National Geographic. March 20, 2014. Accessed via 
factretriever.com May 7, 2020.


