
—Pastor Kent Fry

Martin Luther was once asked what 
he would do if the Lord Jesus were 
coming back the very next day?  He 
responded, “I would go plant a tree.”  

Right after Easter I could sense 
that things were moving along 
very quickly in terms of pastoral 
leadership transitions.  Pastor Kama, 
my wife Joyce as children’s director, 
and myself are working with the lay 
church leadership on transitions 
to retirement this summer.  We will 
have more about this in coming May 
church announcements.  

So, what do we do when planning 
will not directly impact our time 
of service at Third Church?   Like 
Luther, maybe what we do is plant a 
tree.  In a recent newsletter article, 
I outlined predictions drawing on 
an article by Peter Marty about a 
post-pandemic church and society.  
Marty’s predictions are in bold below.  
Here is how we might be responding 
to what lies ahead and planting a 
tree for the future:

1. The social and spiritual capital:   
A strategic decision about the AV 
project which allows in-person 
worship and simultaneously 
people experiencing worship 
through the medium of a 
computer now appears to have 
been a very good decision.  The 
pandemic is not going to end 
like a switch on a wall.  It is 
going to last for a period of time.  
Meetings that were once done 
in person will be done through 

computer platforms, at least 
some of the time.  Together we 
have shifted the congregation to 
embrace the future.

We should look to the 
future not knowing 
all that it contains but 
with a spirit of hope.

2. In the past we have counted 
numbers:  Our congregation 
will be smaller as we come out 
of the pandemic.  Not everyone 
has stayed with us because of 
concern that we have been too 
cautious in coronavirus.  Others 
have been concerned about 
the social stand the church 
leadership has taken.  Others 
may have used the virus as a 
convenient and easy exit from 
the church in general.  Yet this 
coming week, I am meeting 
with three people to become 
members of the church, and this 
during a pastoral transition.  We 
should look to the future not 
knowing all that it contains but 
with a spirit of hope.

3. Leaving the church building 
as a kind of idol:  This past 
weekend we had a funeral for 
a family that is out of town but 
with roots in the congregation 
that go back several generations.  
At the same time, we hosted 
a neighborhood clean up with 
dumpsters on the church parking 
(Continued on next page.) 
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lot.  The more we can understand 
our historic church as a ministry 
center, the better we will be 
positioned for the future.  The 
parsonage which Joyce and I 
are working hard to vacate, can 
be a visible part of the church 
campus.

4. Truth has been compromised:  
Steve Orlow and I attended a 
denominational online training 
about social media as a way to 
advertise the church and to enter 
into conversation with Millennials 
and Generation Z (age 6-24 year 
olds).  There are helpful things 
that we can learn and yet need 
to implement.  Just as important 
is a faith community that is real 
and authentic about Jesus.  
The vision document which 
emphasizes discipleship and 
missional communities will be 
key.

5. Personal presence:  Yes, we will 
make use of on-line platforms, 
but personal presence will be a 
key to the future.  The greatest 
thing I missed this past year 

as the pastor was personal 
connectedness with the people.  
Preaching to a computer camera 
is not my favorite thing to do.  We 
may not live in a Christian culture 
anymore and yet authentic 
Christian community like the 
Jesus movement in the Book of 
Acts will never grow old.

6. Social Inequalities exposed by 
the pandemic:  I have tried as 
the pastor of Third Church to 
rise above political partisanship 
which has been particularly 
difficult in recent years; yet the 
church will need to express love 
and justice for the vulnerable and 
the neglected.  When I talk with 
Millennials and Generation Z, they 
are often critical of the church’s 
complicity or silence in the 
midst of the degradation of the 
environment or racial injustice.

I will have some time in retirement 
to reflect, to pray, and to renew.  I 
hope that I will continue to approach 
things by always willing “to plant a 
tree.”
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Miss Joyce’s Jottings
Pull Out Sundays
Just a reminder that our Children’s 
Sunday morning educational ministry 
has moved to a hybrid program with 
alternating in-person and Zoom worship 
times.  In person (Pull-Out Sundays) 
takes place during the 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service.  On these Sundays, 
we will NOT have our 9:00 a.m. Zoom 
Children’s time.  The safe gathering 

committee has given permission to meet 
in the Fellowship Hall (or outside) with 
masks on for up to 10 children.  If you 
wish for your child to participate, you 
must remember to sign up to attend 
worship.  

Schedule for the Next Month:
• Sunday, May 2nd:  Communion 

Sunday (No Children’s Program)
• Sunday, May 9th:  Pull-Out Sunday
• Sunday, May 16th:  Children’s Time on 

Zoom at 9:00 a.m.
• Sunday, May 23rd:  Pull-Out Sunday

Clipboard Coloring Activities
Each Sunday, I will provide coloring 
sheets and materials for children who 
attend in-person worship.  Look for these 
supplies at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please return the coloring supplies and 
clipboards at the end of the service.  
Thank you.

Plant A Tree, Continued from Page 1 Notes from 
Women’s 
Ministries
—Kit Leggett, President

Women’s Ministries 
Thanks You!
Women’s Ministries of Third 
Reformed Church would like to 
thank our members and friends 
who supported us in our attempt 
to increase the funding we need to 
support our local and global missions 
for 2020-2021. You recognized that 
during the coronavirus crisis, we 
were unable to fully fund these 
worthy agencies. Our gratitude to 
you cannot be measured!

Save the Date!
Women’s Ministries invites all ladies 
of Third Church and their friends 
to an End-of-the-Year gathering on 
June 26 on the church lawn. It is the 
hope of the WM Board that we will 
be allowed to meet again as friends, 
providing all restrictions are lifted.
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Our Graduating Seniors
Another school year has come and passed! As a church community we, 
once again, have the privilege of sharing in the graduation festivities of 
some youth from Third. Please feel free to write a card, or send some 
congratulatory wishes, to these graduating seniors! This year has certainly 
been strange, but we still have the opportunity to celebrate the wonderful 
accomplishments of our graduating seniors! Please hold these students in 
your prayers as they take the next steps in their life. We know they will all do 
great things!

2021 Graduating Seniors:
• Sam Frens - 768 Concord Dr. Holland, MI 49423

• Josiah Millen - 846 Harvard Dr. Holland, MI 49423

• Henri Holland-Anderson - 150 W. 14th St. Holland, MI 49423

• Kaylyn Bulthuis - 10593 Northfield Dr. Zeeland, MI 49464

• Jackson Hagood - 278 W. 10th St. Holland, MI 49423

• Theo Ryden - 557 Jasmine Dr. Holland, MI 49423

Third Church 
Family News
Sympathy
Thank you everyone for your 
sympathy and prayers following the 
recent death of my brother, Peter 
Rannow.

Mike Rannow

Strategic Plan 
Town Hall
We will be hosting a Town Hall 
meeting on May 9 at 5PM to discuss 
the short term Strategic Plan 
developed by the Strategic Planning 
Team to help guide the Consistory 
over the next 12 to 18 months. We 
hope the document will be sent to 
all members of the congregation the 
week before the meeting.

Upcoming Services
Worship Theme for May: The Book of Acts and Paul’s Letter to the Galatians
 

5th Sunday of Easter, 5/2 Achieving Disagreement
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Acts 15:1-20. Matt De Jongh & Pastor Kama Jongerius preaching.
 

6th Sunday of Easter, 5/9 Lookin’ Good
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Luke 18:9-14; Galatians 2:19-21. Rev. Dan Griswold, Holland Classis Coordinator, preaching.

7th Sunday of Easter, 5/16 Unity in Christ in a Polarized World
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29. Mark Hiskes and Pastor Kent Fry preaching.

Pentecost Sunday, 5/23 Fire
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Acts 2:1-4; Gal. 4:1-7; 5:16-26. Pastors Angel Lopez and Kent Fry preaching.

Trinity Sunday, 5/30 The River of the Water of Life
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Revelation 22 and the end of the Narrative Lectionary year. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.

9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - In-Person  and Online Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!


