
—Mark Faga, Lead Custodian and Green Team Member

Hello everyone! Earth Day is 
April 22nd (next Thursday) so I’m 
encouraging you all to grab your 
family and to do something exciting: 
Make a recycle chart. 

Go to the church website and 
you’ll find a brand new page under 
discipleship entitled, wait for it... 
Living Green. Yep, you bet. Our 
illustrious administrator Amy Lunn 
has added a page much to my delight 
and yours I’m sure. On this page you 
will find a link to the city of Holland’s 
new website about recycling. There 
you will find exactly what is and is 
not allowed in your curbside recycle 
carts (they’re on their way) and 
what you have to do to prepare your 
recyclables in order to put them in 
said cart. 

After you’ve made your chart and 
posted it in a groovy location for all 
to see you can sit down together and 
take this quiz taken from Earth911.
com. Hope you do better than I did....

1.  Can you name the greenest U.S. 
state in 2018?
• Connecticut
• Louisiana
• Oregon
• Vermont

2.  Which increasingly common 
battery type used in consumer 
electronics can cause fires if 
crushed or compromised?
• Alkaline

• Lithium and lithium-ion
• Nickel-cadmium
• Zinc-air

3.  Which U.S. food company is the 
most environmentally friendly?
• Ben & Jerry’s
• Clif Bar
• Coca-Cola
• Grounds for change
• Plum Organics

4.  Recycling ferrous (iron-based) 
scrap metal reduces CO2 
emissions by _____ percent 
compared to refining raw ore.
• 25%
• 33%
• 58%
• 64%

5.  How long does a glass bottle take 
to decompose in a landfill?
• 1 million years
• 4,000 years
• 300 years
• it never decomposes

The answers to this Earth911 quiz 
will be found somewhere in this 
newsletter at the discretion of the 
editor. But I will leave you with this 
thought...

“In nature there is no waste; 
everything is connected to 
everything else; everything must 
go someplace; and there is no such 
thing as a free lunch.”

Dr. Barry Commoner
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Miss Joyce’s Jottings
Pull Out Sundays
Our Children’s Sunday morning 
educational ministry is moving to a 
hybrid program.  There will be some 
Sundays this spring when children will 
be “pulled-out” of in-person worship 
for a lesson and response time relating 
to our narrative lectionary.  On these 
Sundays, we will NOT have our 9:00 a.m. 
Zoom Children’s time.  The safe gathering 
committee has given us permission to 
meet in the Fellowship Hall (or outside) 

with masks on for up to 10 children.  If 
you wish for your child to participate, 
you must remember to sign up to attend 
worship.  

Schedule for the Next Month:

• Sunday, April 18th:  Pull-Out Sunday 
(remember to sign up to attend 
10:00 a.m. Worship)

• Sunday, April 25th:  Children’s Time 
on Zoom at 9:00 a.m.

• Sunday, May 2nd:  Communion 
Sunday (No Children’s Program)

• Sunday, May 9th:  Pull-Out Sunday

• Sunday, May 16th:  Children’s Time on 
Zoom at 9:00 a.m.

Clipboard Coloring Activities
Each Sunday, I will provide coloring 
sheets and materials for children who 
attend in-person worship.  Look for these 
supplies at the back of the sanctuary.  
Please return the coloring supplies and 
clipboards at the end of the service.  
Thank you.

Consistory Notes from April 13, 2021
This past Tuesday evening, April 13, 
Consistory met to review the 2021 
budget and the current exterior 
signage.

Jeff Beird, our Treasurer, presented 
the proposed 2021 budget to 
Consistory, which was unanimously 
approved. He noted that as this is 
a unique year due to the pandemic, 
adjustments may have to be made 
and, if so, will be presented to the 
consistory for approval.

Consistory then continued the 
discussion regarding the exterior 
signage, and its significance to 
those within and outside of the 
church.  As has been the case for 

some time, much discussion was 
had regarding a path forward that 
honors both the work of members of 
the church, and the intentions of the 
newly developed signage policy. The 
Consistory does not see the signs as 
an individual indictment, but rather 
as a visible statement showing that 
Third Reformed Church recognizes 
two facts:

• We care about our black brothers 
and sisters.

• We acknowledge that they 
have been marginalized and 
persecuted.

Accordingly, the Deacons brought 
a motion to develop a plan for a 

permanent marker that recognizes 
the biblical basis for justice and 
equality, and acknowledges the 
above facts. The ultimate goal of 
this plan is to have a permanent 
public display, the form of which 
will be recommended by a group of 
interested members to the Deacons, 
who will be seated by May 1, 2021, will 
be no larger than seven members, 
will make a recommendation for 
the form, cost, location, life cycle, 
funding sources of the replacement, 
and that will meet the principles of 
the new policy, with congregational 
review built in as part of the process. 
The final design will then go before 
Consistory for approval. This process 
will take up to 90 days.

Strategic Plan Town Hall
We will be hosting a Town Hall meeting on May 9 at 5PM to discuss the short term Strategic Plan developed by the 
Strategic Planning Team to help guide the Consistory over the next 12 or 18 months. We hope the document will be 
sent to all members of the congregation the week before the meeting.
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Holy Humor Sunday: April 11
—Pastor Kama Jongerius

Last Sunday during our after-worship 
social time, the concept of “Holy 
Humor Sunday” came up. It occurs 
the week immediately after Easter to 
celebrate the great joke that Jesus 
played on the devil by defeating 
death. It seems to me like many of 
us could benefit from some levity, 
I share with you a couple ways in 
which we might experience some 
lightness.

1. Go back to your “golden oldies”. 

Many scientific studies have 
shown that listening to music 
can enhance your emotional 
state as well as overall health. 
I know that there’s something 
relaxing and positive when I hear 
songs that bring me back to 
good memories of childhood and 
youth. Listen to something that 
reminds you of good times.

2. I have found myself smiling at 
some of the TV shows I watched 

back in the day. Granted, 
these are cis-gendered, dated, 
potentially cringe-worthy skits, 
but “I Love Lucy” and “Carol 
Burnett” shows still entertain me. 
Of course, you can find lots of 
these -or your old favorites - on 
YouTube.

3. Here are a couple of comics 
that might add levity to this 
newsletter

Sourced from https://www.happyhealthyandprosperous.com/tag/
funny-moses-cartoon/

Sourced from http://jokeslaughs.blogspot.com/2011/06/
church-humor-4.html

Answers to the Earth911.com quiz:
1. Vermont 
2. Lithium and lithium-ion 
3. Plum Organics 
4. 58% 
5. 1 million years (with an infinite capacity to be 

recycled)
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Upcoming Services
The Easter Community of Jesus
Based on the Narrative Lectionary: The Book of Acts, the Birth of the Church
 

3rd Sunday of Easter, 4/18 Jesus and Now Stephen
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Acts 6:1-7, 72a; 44-60; Luke 24:33-34a, 60. Laurie Orlow & Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 

4th Sunday of Easter, 4/25 Unless Someone Guides Me
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Acts 8:26-39; Luke 24:44-47. Pastor Kent Fry preaching. 

Featured artwork by  
Joel Schoon-Tanis: Easter

The writing on the painting says:

After all that talk of laying his life down 
for his sheep that’s exactly what Jesus 
did. (Wich tells you a lot about God.) 
But then on Easter Jesus wasn’t ded 
anymore! (Wich tells you a lot about 
God too probly.) He snuck up on his 
good frend Mary in the garden. He just 
started talking to her. He could of at 
leest sed, “Surprize!” or “Ta Da!” or 
sumthing.

9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - In-Person  and Online Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Third Family News
Thank you
The cards, flowers, notes and, especially the prayers, of my TRC family have brought me comfort as I mourn the loss 
of my brother. I am humbly grateful for your care and support.

Sincerely,

Joyce Mott


