
—Pastor Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas

When I think of worship, especially worship in our own 
sanctuary... music and congregational singing are among the first 
things to come to mind.  There is some heavenly glory we feel 
when our weathered pews and windows vibrate with the rumble 
of the organ and rush of many voices rising up in unison. 

I have a lump in my throat just now 
as I write this, thinking of the rich 
meaning of  “Silent Night” by candle 
light,  the hushed minor key  of “O 
Sacred Head Now Wounded” on Good 
Friday, and the  joyous anthem as the 
flowered cross processes on Easter—
our re-awakening to the triumphant 
resurrection of our living Christ! 

It’s not hard to understand that for 
some, returning to the sanctuary 
without singing seems bittersweet, 
even too much to ask of anyone who 
has struggled with virtual church 
services and longed for all that 
gathering in the sanctuary ought to 
hold. I too wish for that. 

But listening and 
being reminded of 
God’s presence was 
a gift in different 
wrapping.  I could 
hum. I could open my 
palms. I could let the 
words fall over me.

Last week, our family joined a few 
others and sat in church for the first 
time in 53 weeks. Of course we were 
twitching to sing.  But listening and 

being reminded of God’s presence 
was a gift in different wrapping.  I 
could hum. I could open my palms. 
I could let the words fall over me.  I 
could thank God for his faithfulness 
in bringing us through weeks that led 
to months of waiting and all manner 
of worry, restriction, isolation, 
sickness, and loss.  

As this week has passed, I’ve begun 
to wonder about who else in the 
global church is whispering their 
songs?  I’ve been thinking of stories 
I grew up reading and hearing about 
believers in Eastern Europe behind 
the Iron Curtain. About secret house 
churches in China and Chiapas in 
times when being a Christian put 
one and one’s family at great risk. 
My daughter is riveted by a book 
of late, about folks held under the 
injustice of slavery, praying with fear 
of being overheard, teaching songs 
with coded words; sharing from the 
Word when teaching a slave reading 
or writing was a crime. I think about 
our immigrant friends who find 
themselves welcomed warmly to an 
American congregation, but cannot 
yet read, speak, or sing in church.

 I’ve also thought a bit about my own 
family history in the Netherlands.   
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) 
During the Nazi Occupation my 
own grandfather and his brothers 
joined thousands of men who went 
“underground,” defying military 
conscription and forced labor.  I’m 
told they hid in crawl spaces and 
even sewers under the streets.  I 
wonder what it was like for Opa to 
pray in the floor beneath the hall 
closet, silenced from all, even his 
tiny children, but not from God. I’ve 
read that other Dutch resisters were 
hidden in the nooks and crannies 

and rafters of village churches.  I 
imagine some of those hidden men, 
raised in church, knowing their 
Psalters by heart, mouthing the 
words of worship along with parents 
and wives and children in the pews. 
I wonder how they experienced 
the uncontainable, unrestrictable 
presence of Holy God even while they 
needed to stay invisible. 

Our Reformed heritage teaches us 
that worship is an offering. Wherever 
or however we may worship, via 
Zoom, or in the familiarity of a 

sacred space with unfamiliar (and 
impermanent!) protocols…may 
we offer our hearts to meet with 
Jesus. May the in-dwelling Holy 
Spirit breathe anew in us and among 
us, and may we all be reassured 
by God’s unwavering faithfulness 
in all circumstances. Perhaps, just 
perhaps--  we will discover this irony: 
that on that first day when we are 
together and open our mouths to 
sing, the notes may get wonderfully 
muffled by the choking back of 
grateful tears. 

Update from the Search Committee 
—Jeff Munroe, Chair 

Our team continues to make 
significant progress as we move 
toward finalizing the selection of 
the next pastoral leader of Third 
Reformed Church. We closed the 
application process at the end of 
February—after having about 50 
people apply. Our team narrowed 
that group and then “divided and 
conquered” by having small groups 
from our team have conversations 
with the remaining applicants. After 
those conversations we narrowed 
the group again, and last week our 
whole team did in-depth interviews 
with the remaining candidates. This 
involved a tremendous commitment 
of time from each member of the 
search committee – we were on 
Zoom, sometimes for two to three 
hours, almost every evening for eight 
straight days.  

In addition to the interviews, 
we sent “treasure boxes” to our 
finalists in early March. The 

treasure boxes contained gifts that 
represent our congregation and 
community. We sent a thank you 
note in each treasure box, stating 
our appreciation for each of our 
candidates. They all are extremely 
fine people and talented pastors, yet 
we can only choose one of them. We 
wanted each of them to know that 
we hold them in high regard. 

By the time you read this, we hope 
to have narrowed the field to a 
small number that we plan to invite 
to Third in the coming weeks. The 
logistics of this are complicated 
because of the pandemic, but we 
cannot imagine doing the final 
selection only on Zoom. Additionally, 
the pandemic has eliminated the 
traditional step of having delegations 
from the search team visit the 
candidates on their home turf to see 
them in action. 

Our goal is to have our next pastor 
chosen by May and to have that 

person start her or his ministry with 
us this summer. 

There is much for you to pray 
about. Please pray for our team 
as we discern – we are choosing 
between great options, but we so 
want to make the best choice. Pray 
for us as we figure out the safest 
ways to host people here. Pray 
for our congregation as we mark 
the retirements of Kent and Kama 
and begin this new chapter in our 
history. Having just retired myself, 
I know that there are many feelings 
involved—from celebration to grief. 
All of this is complicated by the 
pandemic. 

Finally, here are the names of our 
committee members again – pray 
for each of them and please express 
your appreciation to them: Kara 
Green, Joyce Magee, Scott Millen, 
Steve Orlow, Dan Rooks, Jody 
Vanderwel, and Claire Van Duinen. 
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Disability Concerns
—Phil Coray

The Disability Concerns newsletter, 
Breaking Barriers, has been received 
and copies are available on the 
table near the west entrance to the 
church, or you may download it from 
www.rca.org /publications-and-
media  and then select English  
Web. pdf.

The theme of the Fall issue is 
Traveling with a Disability.  Subjects 
include an article about a man in 
Pella, Iowa, who uses a wheelchair 
and needed to pack for a drive with 
his family 550 miles for a preaching 
engagement in Louisville, Kentucky.  
Another man who uses a wheelchair 
had to sit on the floor in the back of 
the airplane for a trip to Europe in 

2004 because three male attendants 
were not able to get him onto an aisle 
seat; he was not allowed off the ship 
for a visit  (formerly St. Petersburg) in 
Russia because no accessible taxis 
were available.  

The Winter issue theme is 
Unexpected Access. Before the 
pandemic one woman had to miss 
Sunday services because of her 
unpredictable health. With virtual 
services she no longer has to choose 
between staying at home and hauling 
a wheelchair into her car. One 
congregation faced accessibility 
challenges and uses a virtual hymn 
sing. Participants suggest the hymns 
and volunteers look up the history 

of many of the hymns. Former 
members living in a nursing home 
are able to participate in Sunday 
morning Zoom. Ministry leaders are 
looking into how Zoom can be used 
to support sermon translation and 
breakout rooms for members who 
speak Farsi.

Breaking Barriers is working on 
themes for the Spring and Summer 
issues. The theme for Spring is 
Race and Disability. The Summer 
theme will be The Arts and Disability. 
Submissions of poems, short stories 
of 400 words, photos (including 
photos of visual arts) will be 
accepted until April 2. Email them to: 
tdeyoung@rca.org.

Miss Joyce’s Jottings 
PALM SUNDAY CHILDREN’S VIDEO:  
On Sunday, March 28th we will 
be celebrating Palm Sunday in 
Church.  We are excited to have 
the children of our Church be 
part of the celebration by making 
a special Palm Sunday video.  
Instructions have been emailed 
to families.   If you have any 
questions about this project, 
please feel to contact Pastor 
Janelle.  

LENTEN CALENDAR ACTIVITY: 
 As part of our Lenten journey 

we are asking children and their 
families to participate in our 
Lenten Giving Calendar. (The 
calendar has been emailed to 
families.  You can contact me if 
you need a calendar).   For the 
next two weeks, children will be 
encouraged to “count” various 
things in and around their home 
and then contribute money or 
non-perishable food items for the 
Community Action House.  If you 
have any questions about this 
Lenten activity, please feel free 

to contact me.  Thanks for your 
gifts and support of this project.  
We hope your children will enjoy 
this way of showing God’s love to 
those in need in their community.

CHILDREN’S EASTER CELEBRATION:  
March 31- 6:30-7:45 p.m.  All 
children are invited to our Zoom 
Easter party/celebration.   Please 
RSVP to attend (joycefry@
trcholland.org) by Thursday, 
March 25, so that activity 
packets can be made up for your 
child to participate.
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Consistory Notes 
From the March 16, 2021, Meeting
The consistory received a report 
from Jeff Munroe on the search 
process with the intention of calling 
a new pastor near Memorial Day.  
Pastor Kama is heading up a process 
for an interim children’s director with 
the impending retirement of Joyce 
Fry as children’s director June 1st.  
We worked on smooth transitions 
for the retirement of Pastor Kama, 
Joyce Fry, and Pastor Kent.  

The consistory also approved the 
social policy that was disseminated 
to the congregation in the previous 
newsletter.  It will be placed in the 
manual of operation to guide us on 
matters of a social nature.  

This policy will guide the deliberation 
at the next consistory meeting in 
relation to the signs facing Pine 
Avenue and the church parking 

lot.  To review, in the January 2021 
consistory meeting, while the 
initial proposal suggested taking 
the signs down after Lent, it was 
approved that all banners will 
remain in place pending a consistory 
approval of the work of the group 
convened and composed of positive 
and concerned responders. The 
group of positive and concerned 
responders has met, but did not pass 
on a recommendation. Therefore, 
Consistory will now revisit the 
current signage in light of our newly 
adopted policy, and we are hopeful 
that at the April meeting we will 
determine how long the signs will 
remain posted.

Consistory also recognized the newly 
formed Justice and Equity Team, 
whose creation was encouraged by 

Pastor Kent. This team has been 
tasked with developing action items 
on racial and social justice and 
equality efforts, both locally and 
nationally, in which the congregation 
may participate. These items will be 
brought to the deacons and through 
them be reported to the consistory 
at future meetings. Founding 
members of the new Justice 
and Equity Team will solicit the 
congregation for interested parties 
to join them. 

Linda Jacobs as Worship Chair 
reported that the Company of 
Worship Leaders we have been 
using for our virtual worship during 
coronavirus are available to be 
liturgists with the coming of the 
new pastor, if that is desired by new 
pastoral leadership.  

Developing a Strategic Plan
As part of our Senior Pastor search 
process, a committee developed 
the Third Reformed Church Visions 
and Values Statement which was 
discussed at a town hall meeting and 
approved by Consistory on October 
20, 2020. To put this statement into 
action, a working group was formed 
by the Governing Elders in November 
to take our churches Vision and 
Values statement and turn it into 
tangible and achievable goals for  
our church to work on in the next 
year or so.

This working group consists of Steve 

Orlow (VP of Consistory), Deb DuMez, 
Lucille Schroder, Dan Bolt, Joel 
Schoon-Tanis, Lauren Genzink, Linda 
Jacobs, and Deb Van Duinen. Janelle 
Lopez-Koolhaas was asked to be 
involved as a staff representative.

Along the way, we have received 
input from George Hunsberger, 
Carter Baer and Scott Millen as 
well as the Governing Elders who 
are not on the Strategic planning 
committee—Meg Frens, Mark Hiskes, 
Ben Lichtenwalner and Kathy 
Schoon-Tanis.

So far this work group has 
developed a listing of our Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and 
Threats; performed a gap analysis 
using the Vision and Values 
statement; and from there crafted 
some initial goals. They have now 
formulated an initial draft of a 
strategic plan and have divided 
into groups to design Specific, 
Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, 
and Time-bound goals using the 
same Vision and Values framework 
of Discipleship, Worship, and 
Outreach. 

(continued on next page)



Third Church News March 18, 2021 Page 5

Justice & Equity 
Team Forming
A Justice and Equity Team is 
forming based on our new church 
policy that will help to educate 
and promote special actions we 
can take to promote racial justice 
in our community and the world.  

Please contact Bruce Bassett if 
you are interested at  
bruce-b@sbcglobal.net.  The 
inaugural meeting of this group 
will happen after Easter.

Third Family 
News
Dear Third Church Family, 
Thank you for the many well wishes 
and cards I received during my 
recent recovery.  
—Reno Lamania, Sr.

Dear Friends at Third Church, 
My warmest thanks for your prayers 
and concerns for my recent surgery. 
Again, God was with me all the way 
and I feel excellent. Bless you!

—Eileen Resch

(continued from page 4) 
Once they have a mature draft, it will 
be shared with the congregation, 
then discussed at a town hall 
meeting. Feedback will be integrated 
into a revised strategic plan. After 
consistorial approval, this document 
will be used to inform Personnel 
regarding hiring new staff as well 
as the Mutual Ministry Committee 
regarding the calling of our senior 
pastor. Once we have a new senior 
pastor, we trust that consistory will 
make changes as necessary to this 
plan incorporating the discernment 
and feedback of our new leadership.

Some Thoughts from Pastor Kent
The article below appeared in the Christian Century recently.  I was going to write something like 
this for the newsletter.  However, I liked so many of Marty’s points in his column, I thought it would 
be good for all of us to read his article.  I have experienced much of what he writes in the column in 
the past year  Whether I have fully carried out his ideal for preaching maybe awaits judgment day.  I 
want to say “Amen” particularly to his conclusion, “I want my preaching and pastoral leadership to help 
people increase the abundance of their life in Christ. Creating a more just and humane world begins with 
the construction of spiritual, moral, and aesthetic lives, not principally political ones.”

Politics, the pulpit, and my pastoral calling
It’s not easy to avoid the perception of a political motive.
—Article by Peter Marty reproduced from the Christian Century, February 12, 2021

Preaching in a time of deep 
political polarization is fraught with 
challenge. Add a pandemic that 
forces worship to go virtual and 
the challenge magnifies. Give-and-
take exchanges that are a normal 
part of in-person gatherings are 
now replaced by an experience that 
feels unilateral. Pulpit statements 

can sound one-sided and void of 
parishioner input. For congregations 
where most everybody shares a 
common political ideology, this might 
not be a problem. But preachers in 
more diverse settings face a range of 
politically charged criticisms.

These days, many worshipers seem 
ready to assign a political motive to 

a preacher’s every utterance and 
silence. Say too much or too little 
(or nothing at all) about Black lives 
mattering, about arson and looting 
after the police killing of George 
Floyd, about the Capitol riot, or about 
Amanda Gorman’s inaugural poem 
and you’re apt to be viewed as hyper 
(continued on next page)
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(continued from page 5)  
partisan or politically out of touch. I 
realize that the manner in which one 
speaks on such subjects matters 
hugely. But in some congregations, 
even if you preach a deeply biblical 
sermon on Philippians 2:3—“in 
humility regard others as better than 
yourselves”—you should be ready 
for the charge that you just took an 
underhanded slap at Donald Trump’s 
narcissism. I’ve been there.

I’m hardly without conscience or 
conviction on matters that strike 
at the heart of the gospel or tear 
at the moral fabric of society. I’m 
certainly not afraid to speak candidly 
to biblical justice and faith-filled 
hope. But what I’m not willing to do 
is trade in the gravity of my calling 
as a pastor for the sake of satisfying 
particular partisan loyalties. I’m not 
interested in becoming a political 
animal.

When preaching a sermon or 
addressing a congregation in tense 

times, I have several principles that 
guide me.

If the goal of a good sermon is to 
help individuals meet God or be met 
by God, which seems right to me, I 
want to try to say things that have 
biblical resonance, create spiritual 
footing, and help reveal Christ’s 
presence in the world. If I am to 
contribute words that are supposed 
to bring understanding to a cultural 
or political event, I want those 
words to offer new insight and fresh 
perspective. If they merely state 
what everybody already knows from 
the news cycle, listeners will only be 
waiting to see if my words confirm 
their partisan leanings.

Perhaps most urgent of all, I want 
to avoid contributing to a crisis 
prevalent in our time, namely, the 
subordination of faith to politicized 
identities and partisan politics. 
It wasn’t always this way or this 
extreme. But increasingly, people in 

the pew derive their moral meaning 
from their politics. Instead of 
allowing their theological convictions 
and values to shape their political 
perspectives, many Christians now 
interpret faith through the prism 
of their political ideology. The 
preacher’s task is to help people 
focus on their religious identity 
ahead of their partisan identity, and 
not all language helps with this task.

In the end, I want my preaching and 
pastoral leadership to help people 
increase the abundance of their 
life in Christ. Creating a more just 
and humane world begins with the 
construction of spiritual, moral, 
and aesthetic lives, not principally 
political ones.

That’s my view, at least. I’ve 
disappointed plenty of people over 
the years by what I’ve said or not said 
from the pulpit. But helping fashion 
spiritually deep lives (including my 
own) remains my goal and calling.

Peter W. Marty February 12, Marty, P., Peter W. Marty @PeterMarty Peter W. Marty is editor/publisher 
of the Century and senior pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Davenport, Iowa.. (2021, February 12). 
The preacher’s task during times of political polarization. Retrieved March 15, 2021, from https://www.
christiancentury.org/article/editorpublisher/politics-pulpit-and-my-pastoral-calling

Benevolent Giving
Think there might be others who need the stimulus check that you’ve just received 
more than you do? If you’d like to donate a portion of your stimulus check to help 
others, you can make a donation to the Benevolent Fund at Third. We have several 
families whom we’ve been working to help through that fund and you can help us 
extend our resources to help others in need. Just write “benevolent fund” in the 
memo line of your check or, if you are giving online, select “other” as the fund and 
“benevolent fund” in the designation description. Your gift can help those who 
continue to struggle through this time.
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Upcoming Services: Lent, Holy Week, and Easter
Fifth Sunday of Lent, 3/21 Zacchaeus and Salvation
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12; Luke 18:31-19:10. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 

Palm Sunday, 3/28 Even the Stones Would Cry Out
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Psalm 118:19-23; Luke 19:29-44. Nella Kennedy and Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 

Maundy Thursday, 4/1 Shadows Lengthen Into Night The Last Supper and Tenebrae
Service at 7PM Psalm 34:8-10; Luke 22:1-27. Pastor Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas preaching. 
 Service presented solely on Zoom to facilitate participation in the Lord’s Supper .

Good Friday, 4/2 Partita and Choral Variation on “Ah, Holy Jesus” by the Third Reformed 
Service at Noon Church Choir, led by Linda Strouf, Minister of Music. 
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Readings of the Cross from the Gospel of Luke 
  

Easter, 4/4 Amazed
 Psalm 118:17, 21-24; Luke 24:1-12. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 10:00 AM Service in person up to 75 people, and on Zoom.
 11:30 AM Service in person up to 75 people if first service is filled.

The sanctuary will be open Holy Week from 10:00 AM to noon, Monday through Thursday, for quiet reflection. 

9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Available in weekly sections on our website at www.trcholland.org/worship/lent-2021. 


