
—Pastor Kent Fry

In a newsletter just prior to Easter 
I shared an article by Peter Marty 
about politics and preaching.  I had 
several people comment on the 
article which I endorsed as reflecting 
how I handle the Christian faith and 
political matters.  To read this article, 
see our March 18 newsletter posted 
on the church website under media.

Lately, I have been paying attention 
to Peter Marty who is the editor for 
“The Christian Century” as a kindred 
spirit in the faith.  It is good to have 
people who can articulate better 
than yourself some of the things 
one is thinking about.  Marty allows 
himself, with vaccinations taking 
place across the United States, 
to imagine the church in a post-
pandemic society.  (Although as I 
write Holland Public Schools at the 
Middle School and High School are 
going virtual and cases are up in 
Ottawa Country.  We are not out of 
this yet).

A couple of highlights from Marty’s 
article which I am putting mostly 
in my own words.  “It won’t look 
the same, but there’s potential for 
renewal.”

1. The social and spiritual capital 
connected with congregational 
life will be increasingly valuable 
in a post-pandemic culture.  
Zoom worship services have 
been a great alternative and we 
are thankful it has been a second 
option.  But as many of you have 
observed, there is nothing like 

being together in person.  Or 
as Buechner puts it, “You can 
survive on our own; you can 
grow strong on your own; you 
can prevail on your own; but you 
cannot be human on your own.”

There are new 
avenues of ministry 
and great possibilities 
of hope.

2. In the past we have been bean 
counters, and the pandemic 
has taught us to be free of all of 
that.  Most churches after the 
pandemic will be smaller.  Faith 
at its center is a transcendent 
mystery that refuses to be 
measured.  If we can catch the 
spirit of a new era, there are new 
avenues of ministry and great 
possibilities of hope.

3. The pandemic has made us 
realize the proper role for our 
buildings.  We don’t have to turn 
them into religious idols.  And 
yet the sanctuary is a set-apart 
place where the sacred can take 
residence.  The future for the 
church will be a hub of mission 
rather than a taboo place 
that cannot be inhabited…or 
treating the church building as a 
museum.

4. Peter Wehner has commented 
that what we have experienced 
in the public realm is “a kind of 
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moral freak show.”  The church 
coming back from the pandemic 
needs to be a community 
of truth.  We should remain 
constant, play for the long haul, 
avoid paranoia, denounce cults, 
and elevate the gospel above 
every nefarious claim that 
demonizes others or sows chaos.

5. Social media and virtual worship 
will continue in a hybrid form.  
But we must never forget that 
the “Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, full of grace and 
truth.”  On the Road to Emmaus, 
we are told “Jesus drew near 

them.”  Intimacy, personal 
relatedness, and personal 
presence will be more important 
than large platforms.

6. The long pandemic has exposed 
some of the social inequalities 
of our society that were always 
there but many of us were not 
able to see.  We should be willing 
to learn and listen to the stories 
of minorities, the marginalized in 
face-to-face conversations and 
relationships.

I will acknowledge that this past year 
has been one of the most difficult 
of my nearly 40 years in parish 

ministry.  I think I got many things 
right, and some things I could have 
done better.  What has taken me 
by surprise is the pace of events.  I 
have had little time to ponder and 
reflect.  And we continue to need 
to be agile and willing to flex from 
week to week.  I have learned many 
new skills.  My hope is that our 
congregation will live into this new 
era of revitalization and renewal.  I 
will participate in the greater story 
of the Christian Church’s renewal and 
revitalization post-pandemic, albeit 
in different ways than I have in the 
past year. 

—Steve DeYoung 

This year’s CROP Hunger Walk will 
be held at Holland Christian High 
School from 8:00-9:00 am Saturday 
April 24 and at Beechwood Reformed 
Church from 1:30-2:30 pm Sunday 
April 25. You can register and walk at 
these locations, or walk on your own 
anytime. 

You can also help support Church 
World Service and nine local hunger 
agencies by raising funds in two 
ways. You can pick up a collection 
envelope from Kristen Beckner in 

the church office, or just go online 
to register and donate. This link will 
take you to the Third Church team 
page where you can donate directly 
(if the link does not work, copy and 
paste it directly into your browser 
search bar):

https://events.crophungerwalk.
org/2021/team/third-reformed-
church-holland

Or register as a walker and join the 
team. Then you can raise funds 

online by inviting people via email, 
Facebook, and twitter. You can even 
create a Facebook fundraiser page 
linked to your walker account. More 
information on our local walk is 
available at hollandhunger.org .

However you chose to participate, 
remember, that hunger is not due to 
a lack of food, but to our collective 
failure to justly distribute God’s 
blessing of this world’s wealth. 
Thank you for helping our neighbors 
everywhere.
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So What Am I Giving When I Give to TRC?
—Dave Vanderwel, Assistant Treasurer

You’ve undoubtedly noticed that 
when you make a contribution to 
the church, it either just goes into 
your offering envelope or when you 
make an online gift, you are asked 
which fund you want it to go toward. 
The default option in online giving is 
the “General Fund” and that’s where 
your gifts in the offering envelope go 
unless you designate it for something 
else. So what does that mean?

What is the general fund? The 
general fund is the operating 
fund for the church so when you 
give to the general fund, you are 
supporting the operation of the 
church. It is the fund we use to pay 
the wages and benefits for our staff 
(approximately 50% of our budget); 
the expenses in maintaining the 
building and providing the utilities 
(approximately 12% of budget); 
funding for mission organizations 
through the outreach budget (10% 
of budget); the expenses associated 
with our worship services (music 
and any special services); providing 
educational supplies and materials 
for children’s and youth programs; 
scholarships for our children and 
youth to attend Christian camps; 
providing nursery service; expenses 
associated with coffee, pizza, and 
LIFT suppers; our denominational 
assessments; benevolent support for 
both members and non-members; 
and the expenses of running our 
office (copy machine, technology 
and website support, accounting, 
advertising); and, this year, search 
committee and pastoral transition 
expenses. In short, the general fund 

covers the costs of being the church. 
Without support of the general 
fund, the church will have difficulty 
meeting its expenses. 

Other ways people designate 
support for the church’s ministry. 
You also always have the option 
of designating your gift toward a 
particular purpose and a number of 
our members do that. 

• Benevolent Fund: We set aside 
money in our budget ($20,000) so 
that we can help both members 
and community members who 
approach us for assistance 
in time of need. These gifts 
supplement the budgeted 
amount so that we have more 
available to meet needs, 
particularly in this season.

• Pass-Through Giving: Some 
designate their gift for a 
particular mission or project 
outside of TRC (e.g., support for 
Lubna, the Amaros, the work 
at the border by Frontera de 
Gracia) that is not included in 
our budgeted outreach support. 
These gifts are received by the 
church, but “pass-through” the 
church’s financial records and 
are dispersed to the designated 
recipient outside of the church’s 
budget.

• Program Support: Some of 
our members have a passion 
for segments of the church’s 
ministry and designate their gifts 
to support that particular area 
(such as youth ministry). Such 
gifts help support that area of 

the budget.

• Memorial Giving: The church also 
receives a number of memorial 
gifts throughout the year 
(designated at time of death or 
in remembrance of someone). 
These gifts are deposited in a 
reserve account which can be 
tapped for particular projects or 
needs with the approval of the 
Gifts and Memorials Committee 
(purchase of new hymnals is a 
recent example).

• Estate Gifts: On occasion the 
church will also receive funds 
through an estate as spelled out 
in a person’s will. These gifts 
normally are designated for a 
particular purpose in the will or 
by the family. If undesignated, 
such gifts normally are placed 
in an endowed fund like the 
Mission Memorial Fund which 
helps provide funding for mission 
shares within the outreach 
budget.

We trust you can see the importance 
of the general fund to sustain the 
church’s ongoing ministry. Through 
the first quarter, our general fund is 
approximately 18% ($40,000) behind 
last year’s giving and thus we need 
your continuing support. But we 
also recognize that people have a 
variety of passions that drive their 
giving. Whether you give your gifts as 
undesignated to sustain the church’s 
operation or choose to designate 
your gifts, we are grateful for your 
support of the ministry of Third 
Reformed Church
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Upcoming Services
The Easter Community of Jesus
Based on the Narrative Lectionary: The Book of Acts, the Birth of the Church

2nd Sunday of Easter, 4/11 From Tears to Joy
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Psalm 30; Luke 24:13-35. Ben Kamphuis & Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 

3rd Sunday of Easter, 4/18 Jesus and Now Stephen
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Acts 6:1-7, 72a; 44-60; Luke 24:33-34a, 60. Laurie Orlow & Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 

4th Sunday of Easter, 4/25 Unless Someone Guides Me
In Person up to 75 and on Zoom Acts 8:26-39; Luke 24:44-47. Pastor Kent Fry preaching. 

Artwork by Joel Schoon-Tanis: Easter, the Road to Emmaus, and the Stoning of Stephen

9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Third Family News
Happy Birthday
Ruby Steketee turned 101 on April 4!

Sympathy
Sympathy is extended to Joyce Mott 
in the death of her brother, Steve, in 
Seattle, WA.

Thank you
To the many folks who remembered 
me with good wishes for healing and 
renewed health, I sincerely voice 
my thanks and appreciation. I am 
blessed to have experienced that so 
many care and reach out when one 
is in need of prayers, empathy, and 
encouragement. The knitted shawl 
has added warmth and cheer in my 
continued recovery.

Alma Holkeboer

I would like to extend my thanks to all 
who remembered me during the time 
of my recent surgeries. You kept 
me in your thoughts with prayers, 
emails, phone calls, texts and 
meals. I am grateful for your many 
kindnesses. 

Stan Witteveen


