
—Hunter Brumels, Youth Director

Over the past couple of months, 
I have been thinking about the 
question: what does it mean to 
be successful? How do I define 
success? Where do I find value 
and meaning in my life? Personally, 
this has been a very challenging 
question, but one that I feel has 
changed the priorities of my 
personal and professional lives. 

As many of you are aware, the 
COVID pandemic has changed, if 
not altogether stopped, how we had 
previously been able to do youth 
ministry at TRC. Youth groups are 
unable to meet together physically, 
and Sunday School classes have 
been put on hold. Granted, we 
have not completely abandoned all 
attempts at getting together and 
living out the call to minister with the 
youth at Third Reformed, it’s just the 
how that has changed. 

Prior to the COVID pandemic, I prided 
myself on getting things done! The 
more I could accomplish, the more 
I was moving and staying busy, the 
more productive I felt. I based my 
ideas of success on the quantity of 
stuff I could do. The more students 
I was meeting with, the better. The 
bigger the turn out for youth group 
activities the more successful the 
youth program was becoming. How 
I understood success was based on 
the outcome.

However, because of the times that 
we are in, this simply cannot be done 
anymore. My ability to do things has 
been put on hold! For a while, this 
was really difficult to grapple with. 

I felt like I was not doing my job. I 
was meeting with half the amount of 
students that I normally would, our 
large gatherings had to take place 
on Zoom, and our ability to do the 
normal youth group activities are 
not available to us. It almost felt like 
driving a sports car that’s stuck in 
first gear! Where is the “get up and 
go”!?

The ministry of our 
lives and church can 
be based on quality 
rather than quantity. 

Instead of success being defined 
based on quantity, this pandemic 
has caused me to focus on quality. 
The ability to do things has been 
somewhat limited, but at least we 
have the ability to do the things 
we can do and to do them well! We 
can be more intentional with the 
relationships we build rather than 
just connecting with as many people 
as possible. The events that we are 
able to have can be more thoughtful 
and engaging, as we have less to 
plan. The ministry of our lives and 
church can be based on quality 
rather than quantity. 

I wonder if this same understanding 
can be recognized in your own 
life? Maybe God isn’t calling us to 
do everything, but calling us to do 
certain things well. Perhaps we aren’t 
defined by how much we can do, but 
how we show up when we are doing 
those things!

What it 
Means to be 

Successful
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Happy Lent
—Pastor Kent Fry

Lent is the Latin word meaning 
“Spring.”  Lent begins in winter 
and moves toward spring.  We will 
not find the word in the Bible; it is 
a creation of the tradition of the 
church, but it has a biblical basis.  
The flood at the time of Noah was 
40 days and nights.  Moses, Elijah, 
and Jesus fasted for forty days 
and nights.  The children of Israel 
wandered in the wilderness for 40 
years.   In the wisdom of the church, 
Lent is a time to draw closer to God 
through an interior cleansing of the 
heart so that we can move outward 
in terms of doing justice and loving 
kindness.

The Narrative Lectionary takes us on 
a journey with Jesus toward 

Jerusalem.  Luke tells us in 
9:51, “Jesus set his face to go to 
Jerusalem.”  By Sunday readings and 
daily readings, we can imbibe Jesus’ 
journey to Jerusalem according to 
the Gospel of Luke.  Only Luke tells 
us the four parables of being lost and 
found.  Only Luke tells us that if the 
crowd at the entrance into the City 
of Jerusalem kept quiet, the stones 
would cry out.  Only Luke tells us of 
Jesus crucified between two thieves. 

During Lent we have the Lenten book 
tracks of “How to Overcome Racism” 
at 5 PM on Sunday Evening, and two 
groups dealing with the Seven Last 
Words of Christ from the cross using 
John Meacham’s book, “The Hope of 
Glory.”  Posted on the website is the 

40 Days of Lent of scripture reading 
and song organized by Linda Strouf, 
and Joyce Fry has the Lenten Garden 
for children.

Yes, I believe in the years at 
Third Church I have spoken from 
conscience and conviction on 
matters that strike at the heart of 
the gospel or tear at the moral fabric 
of our world and society.  And yet 
most of the time as a preacher of 
the gospel I am more taken up by 
the biblical story from Genesis to 
Revelation; therefore, I am more 
interested that you weave the 
biblical story and find the threads of 
application for today.  Happy Lent!

Miss Joyce’s Jottings 
Winter Fun Fellowship

On Friday, March 12, 6:30-8:00 p.m., 
the Education team is sponsoring an 
informal winter fun evening on the 
church grounds.  We hope that we 
will have snow so that we can sled 
(on the small hill by the NW corner of 
the building), make snow creations, 
and play broom ball on the street.  
We will set up fire pits (for warming 
stations) if needed.  This fun evening 
is in lieu of our annual winter retreat 
(which had to be canceled due to the 
Coronavirus).  If you plan to attend, 
please wear a mask and bring a chair 
and sleds, if desired.  Please note:  
There will be NO food and the church 
will NOT be open.  Everyone is invited, 

so plan now to attend this evening of 
winter outdoor fun with your church 
family!

Lenten Gardens for Families

Come journey through Lent with our 
amazing Lenten Garden interactive 
videos which have been gifted to us 
through the generosity of Presbyterian 
Churches in Canada.  These interactive 
Lenten devotions for families include 
scripture readings, music, crafts, 
nature studies and other interesting 
activities for you to do as you journey 
through Lent.  The links to the Lenten 
Garden can be found on our Church 
website (I also send the links to our 
families with children each week).  We 
invite everyone to the “Garden” this 

Lent to prepare their hearts for the joy 
which we experience at Easter!  

Children’s Easter Party Celebration

Wednesday, March 31; 6:30-7:45 p.m.   
More information will be coming about 
this event.  Parents, put it on your 
calendars now and plan to have your 
child(ren) attend!  

Sunday Morning Children’s Worship Time 

Don’t forget that every Sunday 
(except the first Sunday of the 
month) children are invited to join 
us as we hear the stories of Jesus 
and worship together.  We encourage 
your child to join us this month on our 
Lenten journey:  Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
on Zoom.  The link is on the Church’s 
website.  
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Church Family 
News
Third Church Members, 
 Many thanks for the prayers/
cards/pastoral visits (when allowed) 
while Gus was hospitalized and then 
at Lakeside Vista. God could see Gus 
was very weak and tired and called 
him home. 
 I have appreciated the many 
phone calls and beautiful cards my 
children and I have received. What 
a caring church we have even if we 
cannot gather.

Barb Feenstra

Alan and I are thankful for all the 
support given through prayers, 
cards, messages, meals and phone 
calls. Alan is improving, and we look 
forward to him returning home. 
It’s been a long journey and we 
are grateful for all the continuous 
prayers and support of the Third 
Church congregation.

Jeanette and Alan Beagley

A Year in the Life
Of an Empty yet Not Empty Sanctuary
—Amy Lunn, Church Administrator

This next Sunday, the 7th of March, will be the first Sunday in 365 
days that we have had people worshiping in the sanctuary. And 
even on that day last year, March 8, 2020, only about half of our 
families gathered at the church. The other half were together 
at the annual church retreat at Camp Geneva, where we were 
doing all sorts of amazing things like eating together, playing 
games together, whispering, shouting, laughing in our very 
togetherness, while not grasping fully what a wonderful blessing 
that togetherness was.

Like every other thing written about 
this past year, here’s the obligatory 
A Lot Has Happened. But, really, a 
lot has happened in the sanctuary 
even while worship was moved to 
Zoom. Old speakers were replaced; 
miles of wire and cable were run in 
hidden chases; the sound booth was 
relocated; lighting was enhanced; 
our ability to record services for 
distribution on the local television 
station, on Zoom, and throughout our 

building was greatly enhanced; and 
a gift of a beautiful piano was added. 
And now everyone will get to see 
these new changes. Or maybe not.

On this and the following pages are 
some snapshots of our sanctuary 
taken just the other day by Pastor 
Janelle. We hope you enjoy these 
images of our beautiful space, and 
that you will note just how much it 
looks the same.  

New accessible seating in the space the 
old sound booth occupied.
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The chancel. The 
projectors are behind the 
arches on the left and the 
right, at about the hight of 
the front lanterns.

A bird’s eye view where 
you can pick out the new 
speakers (same look and 
positioning as the old 
speakers), and where, just 
to the bottom left of the 
picture, a video camera 
used to be zip-tied to the 
brass railing, enabling us 
to record the service for 
WHTC and our website.
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Isn’t the sunlight through 
the windows just 
beautiful?

And finally, a shot of our 
new Tech Booth, tucked 
away out of sight in the 
north west corner of the 
balcony. Desk design by 
Steve Orlow, build by Dale 
Dykema, and equipment 
organized and set up by 
Steve Orlow and David 
Krieger.



From the Consistory
Foreword by Pastor Kent on behalf of the Consistory

Many congregations across America are having conversations about how to respond to the coronavirus in a polarized 
world. As a congregation we are not immune from these tensions.  Also, many churches in the United States are in the 
process of engaging in crucial discussions dealing with how to live out the Christian life in the public realm and the 
church’s response to politics and social matters.  Desiring a deliberate and thoughtful process, the consistory had a first 
reading of the following draft policy at February’s consistory meeting.  A vote on this policy by the consistory is intended 
at the March meeting.  We welcome the congregation’s discernment and comments prior to the meeting.  Comments can 
be addressed to the church office at office@trcholland.org.

The policy draft is a result of conversations with members of the congregation beginning in November about how 
we can affirm basic Christian and biblical teaching on social matters without being partisan or destroying the unity 
of the congregation.  Pastor Kent and a listening team made use of a facilitator Joel Liechty from Goshen College in 
IN, and then reported to the consistory over several months.  The writing of the policy is a result of listening to many 
perspectives in the life of the congregation from the end of October to the beginning of February. 

F.5.  Addressing Social and Political Issues:

The Christian faith is both personal and communal, focused not only on our relationship with God but also how we 
live out our faith in relationship with others and the community in which we live. We  recognize that, while sharing a 
common faith, members of our congregation can still hold diverse perspectives on issues of practice that arise in 
living out that faith. Given that reality, Third Reformed Church believes it is appropriate to have basic principles in 
place to assist the congregation in dealing with issues of a social and political nature.

1. We affirm it is appropriate for the church to raise biblical and theological principles in our preaching 
and teaching which address questions of general cultural and societal issues dealing with how we live in 
community. 

Scripture and our denominational creeds and confessions lift up many issues of a societal nature such as justice and 
equity, reconciliation, concern for the poor and marginalized, stewardship of creation, et al, that call us to act out our 
faith in helping bring about the Kingdom of God. When the church speaks out on issues such as these, it needs to be 
cautious to do so on the basis of the broad biblical principles and what we understand our faith calls us to stand for 
in terms of the goals for social policy and not through advocating specific partisan political or social policies to reach 
those goals which may or may not be totally aligned with these principles.

2. Through its preaching and teaching the church encourages members to give expression to their faith 
through their individual involvement in the civic, political and social life of the community.

We believe God calls us to be salt and light in the communities in which we live and work. Scripture consistently 
speaks to our living “subject to rulers and authorities” yet also affirms the importance of bringing about the Kingdom 
of God in society through the way we interact with others and act in the spirit of Jesus Christ. 

3. We encourage members of the congregation to engage together in social action teams developed around 
specific concerns that arise out of these broad biblical/theological themes for the purpose of giving voice to 
those concerns, educating the congregation, and encouraging members to put their faith into action in specific 
ways.  

Given some of the themes raised in Scripture as noted above, we can envision any number of social action teams 
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that might arise within the church around areas such as racial justice, creation care, immigration, housing, hunger 
and nutrition, employment, child care, mental and physical health, addiction, etc., which enable members to take 
specific action to address these issues. These teams may use church facilities for gathering and make use of church 
publications to communicate with members about their activities subject to approval by staff and providing those 
activities fall within church operational guidelines. Since the activities of these groups will be associated with the 
church, their activities should be subject to some restrictions as noted below.

4. Social action teams formed within the church may align or partner with outside organizations but should not 
affiliate with organizations that are formed principally for partisan or political advocacy purposes. 

Many 501(c)3 and faith-based organizations as well as government agencies are precluded from political lobbying and 
are therefore expected to be appropriate partnering organizations. Educational and teaching ministries of the church 
may invite partisan or political advocacy groups to provide education, increase awareness, and to assist members 
in forming their own perspectives so long as the focus is kept on education and includes a variety of perspectives in 
those presentations.

Social action teams that want to encourage members to attend partisan, political or social events or rallies that 
are calling for reform, change in laws, or endorsing political candidates are not to use the church for advertising, 
promotion, or seek the church’s endorsement. Members of the church and the team can exercise their individual 
rights as a citizen and participate and advertise events through personal or private channels or social media. The 
church will not endorse such events or causes.

5. While banners and signage help communicate who we are as a congregation and what we value, they should 
be used cautiously and with the strong endorsement and support of the congregation.

Exterior signage (and banners in particular) are one way the church speaks to the community in a very visible 
manner. When the signs or banners speak to areas in which there may be a lack of unanimity of perspective within 
the congregation or address controversial issues, such signage can give rise to conflict and cause dissension within 
the church. The use of banners to address social issues also raises questions of which issues deserve such signage 
and how decisions are made of what is appropriate. Given the potential for controversy in this area, the following 
guidelines should be followed:

a) Any exterior signage must take into account the restrictions of the Historical District and City of Holland sign 
ordinances.

b) All exterior signage must be sensitive to the architectural integrity of Third’s historical building.

c) Generally, signage that the church displays should be reflective of church programs and be used to invite 
community participation (e.g., Backyard Bash or VBS, LIFT,  Easter Egg Hunt, special worship services, etc.).

d) Any signage that articulates a perspective or addresses issues must have strong congregational support 
(solicited through a town hall or congregational meeting, polling, or other such open forums) and the approval 
of the consistory.

e) Whenever possible, signage should use biblical-theological words and refrain from language that can be 
perceived to be partisan or political in nature. 

f) A specified life cycle should be designated for any sign or banner that is displayed under these guidelines at 
the time of approval.
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The Season of Lent
Upcoming Services

Third Sunday of Lent, 3/7 Happy Lent
 Psalm 119:167-176; Luke 15. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
 In person up to 25 people, and on Zoom.

Fourth Sunday of Lent, 3/14 Rich Man and Lazarus
 Psalm 41:1-3; Luke 16:19-31. Shelly Millen, Pastor Kama Jongerius preaching.
 In person up to 50 people, and on Zoom.

Fifth Sunday of Lent, 3/21 On the Way up to Jerusalem
 Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12; Luke 18:31-19:10. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 In person up to 75 people, and on Zoom.

Palm Sunday, 3/28 Even the Stones Would Cry Out
 Psalm 118:19-23; Luke 19:29-44. Nella Kennedy and Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 In person up to 75 people, and on Zoom.

Maundy Thursday, 4/1 In the Shadow of the Cross The Last Supper and Tenebrae
Service at 7PM Psalm 34:8-10; Luke 22:1-27. Pastor Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas preaching. 
 Service presented solely on Zoom to facilitate participation in the Lord’s Supper .

Good Friday, 4/2 Choral Variation on “Ah, Holy Jesus” by the Third Reformed Church Choir
Service at Noon Led by Music Minister Linda Strouf. Songs, Scripture, and Prayers for Good Friday. 
 Liturgy by Pastor Kama and Pastor Kent 
 In person up to 75 people, and on Zoom.
 
Easter, 4/4 Amazed
 Psalm 118:17, 21-24; Luke 24:1-12. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 10:00 AM Service in person up to 75 people, and on Zoom.
 11:30 AM Service in person up to 75 people.

9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Lenten Lectionary Passages read by members of Third 
Reformed Church are available to you, in weekly sections, on 
our website at www.trcholland.org/worship/lent-2021. Each 
passage is accompanied by a musical selection performed by 
Linda Strouf, our Minister of Music.


