
—Janelle and Angel lopez-Koolhaas, Pastors of Neighborhood Ministries

Got groceries? This may or may 
not have been a regular question in 
your house in the recent year.  You 
may be one of the confident and 
careful ones who still masked up 
and made your way to the store, or 
perhaps you’ve adapted to an app 
to order groceries. Perhaps you 
have also looked out for vulnerable 
neighbors or relatives by picking 
up staples and dropping them off.   
But if your business or your place 
of employment closed down due 
to Covid-19 restrictions and this 
resulted in lost wages, you most 
likely felt very deeply the concern 
over ‘how to get food on the table’.  
Many churches and nonprofits, 
including TRC,  have been working 

to distribute food to those most 
likely to experience food insecurity, 
and/or ineligibility for relief checks.  
Members of El Encuentro (Spanish 
Speaking Ministry at Third Reformed) 
have also been working to give 
support in the local immigrant 
community. 

Over the past several months, Pastor 
Angel Lopez and other members 
of El Encuentro have  been part of 
a group of 5 local Latino churches 
processing bulk food donations 
and distributing monthly food 
boxes to families in those churches’ 
network and neighborhoods. Hosted 
by Iglesia La Roca (Pastor Jose 
Pacheco and others have presented 
in Third’s Chapel Class in the past), 
a network of volunteers assembles 
approximately 200 boxes each 
month, 15-30 of which have been 
going to contacts in and through 
El Encuentro. This project has also 
been a place where El Encuentro 
members have volunteered to serve 
with great delight and purpose in 
packing and delivering food.  We look 
forward to this project continuing  
in 2021!  

If you are interested in volunteering 
to pack and/or drive/deliver boxes, 
the upcoming dates are: February 
19, March 19, and April 16.  Please 
contact Pastor Angel Lopez for 
further information. (Call/text 616 
844 8828 or angel.lopez@trcholland.
org) Safety protocols including 
mask-wearing, will be observed by all 
volunteers.
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Search Committee 
Update
 —Jeff Munroe, Chair

We officially opened our search for 
candidates and posted our position 
in several places in January. In 
addition, we sent invitations to 
apply to over forty people, either 
chosen by us or recommended by 
the congregation. The response 
has been very strong. We have had 
dozens of applications and the 
application process remains open 
until the end of February. 

We’ve started the difficult work 
of deciding who we will move 
forward with and who we will let go. 
Subgroups of our committee have 
begun conversations with different 
candidates. This is a very important 
time and we covet your prayers in 
several ways. Please pray for unity 
in our team as we face difficult 
decisions. Pray for those we move 
forward with and those we decide to 
let go. Please ask God to superintend 
this whole process. Thanks!!!

Church Family News
Sympathy
Sympathy is extended to Milly and Lee Ten Brink in the death of Milly’s sister, 
Berniece, who died on February 3 in Sioux Center, Iowa.

Sympathy is extended to Shirley Japinga in the death of her daughter, Jodie 
Syens, on February 5.

Happy Birthday
To Carol Seidelman, who will be 97 on March 1!

Disability Concerns
—Phil Coray, Disability Advocate

The social time after the Sunday 
service has been a good occasion 
for communicating about what is 
happening in our community and our 
joys and concerns. A few weeks ago 
someone asked how Reno Lamania 
is doing. Because he has hearing 
difficulties it was suggested that he 
be sent cards or letters at P.O. Box 
8365, Holland MI 49422-8365. His 
birthday was February 3. He would 

likely enjoy hearing from us.

At Sunrise Saints the same week Dan 
Rooks mentioned that he had been 
able to get his vaccine shot the day 
after he called. He suggested that 
there may be some people who need 
transportation to get their shots. If 
you know someone who needs such 
help please contact a care elder who 
can make arrangements for a ride.

Miss Joyce’s Jottings 
Lenten Gardens for Families 
This Sunday, February 21st , is the first 
Sunday of Lent.  Come journey through Lent 
with our amazing Lenten Garden interactive 
videos which have been gifted to us through 
the generosity of Presbyterian Churches 
in Canada.  Each week, I will be sending out 
links for your family to visit the “Lenten 
Garden” (I will also have them available on 
Third Church’s website).  At the garden you 
will find various items, such as a Bible on 
the bench, a garden gnome, a picnic basket, 
a guitar, etc., that can be clicked on to hear 
daily Bible readings, songs, craft ideas, and 
other interesting activities for your family 

to do.  This will be a fun way for children 
to experience Lent in a new way.  The first 
garden adventure has already been sent to 
families for Ash Wednesday (I’ve included a 
picture from the garden at the end of this 
note).   We invite everyone to the garden 
this Lent to prepare their 
hearts for the joy which we 
experience at Easter!  

Sunday Morning  
Children’s Worship
Don’t forget that every 
Sunday (except the first 
Sunday of the month) 
children are invited to join 

us as we hear the stories of Jesus and 
worship together.  We are now starting our 
Lenten journey, so even if you have not yet 
attended, we encourage your child to join us 
at 9:00 on Zoom.  The link is on the Church’s 
website.  Come journey with us!
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Memorial Garden Update
—Jim Vander Meer, committee member

I’m writing to give you an update on 
our Memorial Garden for placement 
of cremains. This has been an 
ongoing process for a while.

An initial inquiry about a memorial 
garden resulted in a positive 
response from the deacons. A 
committee was formed (Margaret 
Van Grouw, Kama Jongerius, and 
Jim Vander Meer) to gather interest 
and information pertaining to a Third 
Church Memorial Garden. While 
cremation and the placement of 
cremains at the church are not for 
everyone, we found that there was a 
significant number of members who 
were highly in favor of a memorial 
garden and as such we were directed 
to proceed.

Information was gathered 
from local funeral homes, local 
churches with memorial gardens, 

gravestone/monument providers, 
and landscapers. In time, with 
prayer, thought, and discussion, 
a site was chosen, a guideline 
for use was created, and an 
informative pamphlet was designed. 
In 2019, consistory approved the 
construction of a memorial garden.

The memorial garden will be located 
near a memorial tree planted in 
memory of Harold Ritsema. The 
plan includes the placement of 
brick pavers (that may be engraved 
at the time cremains are placed), 
outside bench seating, and an indoor 
memorial book area. Funding for the 
garden has been secured from the 
Gifts and Memorial account.

We planned to have the garden 
completed in the spring of 2020. 
We hired a landscape management 
company to do the outside work 

but unfortunately they experienced 
COVID-related delays and were not 
able to complete the garden. So, our 
hope is to complete the project this 
spring/summer.

We are currently searching for a 
landscaper to develop our garden, an 
area approximately 165 sq. ft. in size. 
Essentially, the prep work needed to 
be done is similar to the building of 
a brick patio. If you are interested in 
working on this or know a landscaper 
who might be interested in this small 
project, please send this information 
to Jim Vander Meer at  
vandermeer@hope.edu.

Below are pictures of the garden 
area and placement information. 
More information, along with a 
brochure, will be made available in 
the future.
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Ever-Growing
This school year our adult education chapel class has had terrific attendance, even over 
Zoom! (Or, maybe because of Zoom.) We’ve also had many stimulating presenters who 
have prompted growth in our faith as well.

We’ve made a few changes to our previously published schedule, so feel free to print 
this updated version and keep it as a reference for the rest of this year. 

Many thanks to our chapel class planning team: Nella Kennedy, Jeff Munroe, Laurie 
Orlow, Peg Van Grouw and Pastor Kama.

February 21 Unaccompanied Minors and Transitional Foster Care 
Sophia Bouma-Prediger; Bethany Christian Services, Holland

Every day, thousands of children flee their homes to seek safety in the United States. Children who 
arrive to the US without their parents are called “unaccompanied minors”. Many unaccompanied 
minors come from Central America. These children need a safe, loving home as they seek family 
reunification. While Bethany Services works to reunify children with their families, they provide a 
variety of services for the children including placement in a safe and loving home. Children typically 
stay in this Transitional Foster Care program for 1-3 months. Children in this program cannot 
be adopted. Sophia will share the process that children go through before, during and after this 
transitional foster care.

Feb 28 Male Writers in the Harlem Renaissance 
Stephen Hemenway, Professor of English; Hope College

Poetry collections by such male writers as Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen, Claude McKay, and Jean 
Toomer continue to play significant roles in African-American and mainstream literature today. Some 
of these authors also wrote influential dramas, novels, and memoirs. Their works connect to political 
and musical contributions by W.E.B. Du Bois, Marcus Garvey, Paul Robeson, Louis Armstrong, and 
Duke Ellington. 



March 7  Female Writers in the Harlem Renaissance 
Stephen Hemenway, Professor of English; Hope College

Dr. Hemenway continues the theme of writers in the Harlem Renaissance, this week focusing on 
female writers. Memorable novels by such female writers as Zora Neale Hurston, Nella Larsen, 
Jessie Faucet, and Dorothy West examined the powerful and influential roles of African- American 
women in the creative culture of this “New Negro Movement” in the USA. Their works connect to the 
contemporary achievements of Bessie Smith, Josephine Baker, and A’Lelia Walker. 

March 14 Historical Christian Responses to Pandemics 
Kent Fry, Pastor of Leadership and Preaching; Third Reformed Church

Although our experience with the COVID-19 pandemic is unique to us, pandemics are not new to those 
who have gone before. Historically the Christian church has responded to each pandemic in various 
ways. Pastor Kent will talk about what the church today can learn from how the church has responded 
in the past. 

March 21 Illustrated Gospels
Nella Kennedy, member of Third Reformed Church; Senior Research Fellow and Official Translator, 
Van Raalte Institute

Papyri and codices were already illustrated in ancient Greek and Roman texts, and in spite of the 
Jewish proscription against depicting biblical personages, the early Christians increasingly followed 
the unbelievers’ practice. Examples of the earliest illustrated Gospels to the late nineteenth century 
will be shown and analyzed. 

March 28 40: The Gospels
Joel Schoon-Tanis, member of Third Reformed Church; Artist, Author, Musician, Business person

40: The Gospels is Joel’s most recent book which highlights 40 important stories found in the 
Gospels. Additionally, a booklet with meditations written by a variety of people shares the meaning 
of each story. What was involved in bringing Joel’s vision to fruition? Joel will give us a behind-
the-scenes look at the inspiration for his illustration choices, the development of ideas, and some 
technical insights on making it happen. 

April 4 No education; Easter/Spring Break 

April 11 Creation Care Begins with You
Mark Faga, Lead Custodian, Third Reformed Church;TRC Green Team Member; Member of Third Reformed 
Church 

Our church facilities director, Mark Faga, has written many newsletter articles on practical ways 
ordinary people can tend to our creation’s welfare. This morning we will hear from Mark and two of 
our members about how they were drawn into the practical work of creation care. We’ll hear about 
their passions and their ensuing action.



April 18 Environmental Sociology
Aaron Franzen; Hope College Associate Professor of Sociology 

Dr. Franzen teaches courses in sociology of medicine, environmental sociology and sociology of 
religion. Today he will explain what environmental sociology is, and offer hopeful examples of it. Dr. 
Franzen is enjoying slowly naturalizing more of his backyard, recently reseeding over 2,000 square 
feet of it with native and often edible plant species.

April 25 Understanding our Social Identities
Robyn Afrik, Director of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Ottawa County

Ottawa County’s vision of the new office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion is a simple one: “Where 
You Belong.” Robyn Afrik, Director, will help enable each of us to play an important part in making 
this vision a reality. She will share information about the DEI, the power of belonging, and the work to 
come. 

May 2, 9 RCA Church Governance 
Dan Griswold, Pastor and Classis Coordinator; Holland Classis, RCA 

Dan Griswold will spend two weeks with us. On May 2, Dan will clarify the governance and structure 
of our denomination. Having a clear understanding of how we function helps us to understand how 
changes happen or do not happen within the RCA. On May 9, Dan will provide a preview of decisions 
that our General Synod delegates will face in June, 2021. A primary point of business will focus on 
the report that was 2 years in the making, called “Vision 2020”. This report can be accessed on the 
denominational website: rca.org 

May 16 A Lifetime in Missions: Margaret and Harvey Doorenbos 
Paul Heusinkveld, U.S Dept. of State (retired)

Dr. Harvey and Margaret Doorenbos, members of our congregation, spent much of their adult years 
in the mission field. Paul Heusinkveld is a child of Arabian missionaries and is the editor of Margaret’s 
compilation, entitled Margaret’s Mission to Arabia, Africa & India, 1965-2010.” It  recounts decades of 
selfless medical, educational and spiritual service. Harvey and Margaret gave to the needy, especially 
the poor and downtrodden, in Arabia and Africa. 

May 23 Update on Life at the Mexico/U.S. Border 
Angel Lopez, pastor of El Encuentro; Third Reformed Church

We will hear an update about the current state of life at the border between Ciudad Juarez and El 
Paso, Texas. Updates will include news on Angel’s brother, Pastor Samuel, and his congregation which 
ministers to refugees in Mexico. 
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The Season of Lent
Jesus turned his face toward Jerusalem and the cross. 
Encountering Jesus in the Gospel of Luke through the Narrative Lectionary

Upcoming Services

First Sunday of Lent, 2/21 The Good Syrian
 Psalm 15; Luke 10:25-32. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.

Second Sunday of Lent, 2/28 O Jerusalem, O Jerusalem
 Psalm 122; Luke 13:1-9, 31-35. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.

Third Sunday of Lent, 3/7 Happy Lent
 Psalm 119:167-176; Luke 15. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Fourth Sunday of Lent, 3/14 Rich Man and Lazarus
 Psalm 41:1-3; Luke 16:19-31. Shelly Millen, Pastor Kama Jongerius preaching.

Fifth Sunday of Lent, 3/21 On the Way up to Jerusalem
 Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12; Luke 18:31-19:10. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.

Palm Sunday, 3/28 Even the Stones Would Cry Out
 Psalm 118:19-23; Luke 19:29-44. Nella Kennedy and Pastor Kent Fry preaching.

Maundy Thursday, 4/1 In the Shadow of the Cross The Last Supper and Tenebrae
Service at 7PM Psalm 34:8-10; Luke 22:1-27. Pastor Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas preaching. 

Good Friday, 4/2 Between Two Thieves
Service at noon Psalm 31:5-13; Luke 23:32-47. Pastor Kama Jongerius and Pastor Kent Fry preaching. 
 
Easter, 4/4 Amazed
 Psalm 118:17, 21-24; Luke 24:1-12. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Lenten Lectionary Passages read by members of Third 
Reformed Church are available to you, in weekly sections, on 
our website at www.trcholland.org/worship/lent-2021. Each 
passage is accompanied by a musical selection performed by 
Linda Strouf, our Minister of Music.


