
—Linda Strouf, minister of Music

Did you know there are 40 days 
in Lent? Lent is traditionally 
described as lasting for 40 days, 
in commemoration of the 40 days 
Jesus spent fasting in the desert, 
according to the Gospels of Matthew, 
Mark and Luke, before beginning his 
public ministry. These forty days 
commence with Ash Wednesday 
and conclude on Saturday evening 

the day before Easter. There are no 
“daily” readings on Sundays.

With the success of the Advent/
Christmas concerts I decided to try 
another music project called Lent40. 
This time I asked others to help 
me by reading the Daily Lectionary 
passages from the Revised Common 
Lectionary for each of the 40 days. I 
recorded a hymn arrangement on the 
piano for you to use after hearing the 
scripture to reflect, pray or whatever 
is best for you. Kids might want to 
draw as you listen as a family. Almost 
all of the recordings are under 5 
minutes total.

Individual recordings for each day 
will be posted weekly on Sunday on 
the TRC website in weekly groups. A 
compilation of each week’s music will 
also be available. Won’t you join me 
and 25 different readers on a journey 
from Ash Wednesday to Easter?

A Journey 
through 

Lent 
Together
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What’s the Best Way to Give to TRC?
 —Dave Vanderwel, Assistant Treasurer

“What’s the best way to make my 
gifts to Third?” Glad you asked. “Any 
of them!” those of us responsible 
for the financial area of the church 
say! As more and more members 
move to options other than dropping 
an envelope in the offering plate 
during this virtual era, it may be 
helpful to review the various options 

members are currently using and the 
implications of each.

1. Giving directly through 
your offering envelope.

Under these options, gifts come into 
the church office where they are 
counted, manually recorded into the 
(continued on the next page)
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(from previous page)
member giving records, and then 
deposited in the bank.

a) Giving cash: While few of us do 
this anymore, it is the simplest 
way to give to church. If you 
put $100.00 in your offering 
envelope, the church pays no 
fees when it is deposited.

b) Writing a check: This is the 
way most of us have made our 
donations to church. When you 
write a check to the church, the 
church will pay a fee of  $0.16 to 
make that deposit, no matter the 
amount.

2. Making electronic 
contributions:

a) Using Vanco for Electronic 
Funds Transfer: For a number 
of years, TRC has used Vanco 
as our standard way to give 
electronically. Most members 
using this option set a regular 
amount to be withdrawn 
from their bank account and 
transferred to the TRC account 
on a periodic basis (weekly, 
monthly, etc.). Though gifts flow 
automatically once set up, we 
have to update each individual 
giving record manually for each 
gift received. For this option, the 
church pays $0.25/transaction 
and 0.60% of the transaction 
amount. Thus, when you make 
a $100.00 gift to TRC via Vanco, 
the church pays $0.85 in fees; for 
a $500.00 gift, the church pays 
$3.25 in fees. In 2020, use of this 
option cost the church $2,114.00.

b) Giving online through the 
church’s website: If you sign 
into the church website, you 
can make a gift by having the 

funds transferred from your bank 
account through the Automated 
Clearing House (ACH) under 
the “Giving” tab. You can make 
either a one-time gift or set-up 
a recurring gift that will happen 
whenever you designate. One 
advantage of using this option 
is that the deposit is made and 
your giving records are updated 
automatically (without manual 
input) and you can check the 
status of your giving under 
your member record at any 
time. Under this option, the 
church pays $0.39/transaction 
plus 0.75% of the transaction 
amount. Thus, when you make 
a $100.00 gift, the church pays 
$1.14 in fees; for a $500.00 gift, 
the church pays $4.14 in fees. In 
2020, the church paid $1,488 for 
ACH or credit card gifts made 
through our website.

c) Giving by credit card: The 
church’s website also allows you 
to make your online gift by credit 
card. While very convenient, it 
is also the most costly to the 
church. Credit card gifts cost the 
church $0.39/transaction plus 
2.6% of the transaction amount. 
So a $100.00 credit card gift 
costs the church $2.99 in fees; 
a $500.00 gift costs the church 
$13.39 in fees.

3. Other giving options:

a) Using your IRA: If you are at 
least 70-½ and required to take 
a Required Minimum Distribution 
from your IRA, you can make 
a charitable gift to the church 
instead of taking it as income 
and not pay income tax on that 
amount. It’s called a “Qualified 
Charitable Distribution” and 

thirty-one members of our 
congregation used this approach 
last year. See your financial 
advisor or Dave Vanderwel for 
help on this.

b) Making a stock gift: Many of you 
also have investments in stocks. 
When stocks have gained in 
value, it can make sense to give 
the stock directly to the church 
as a contribution and not have 
to pay tax on the capital gains; 
the church will pay the $5.95 
transaction fee when we sell 
the stock. When stocks have 
lost value, you may want to sell 
them yourself, harvest the loss, 
and send a check to the church 
instead. Ask your financial 
advisor for advice on this option. 

c) Using a donor-advised fund: 
Twelve of our members also have 
charitable giving funds which 
they use to make gifts to TRC.

However the gifts come in and 
despite any fees involved, we are 
grateful for your generous support 
of the ministry of Third Reformed 
Church and our mission partners. 
If you have any questions about 
contributing to Third, contact one of 
the financial team--Jeff Beird, Dave 
Vanderwel, or Del Van Dyke.

Direct Your Dollars: The Holland/
Zeeland CROP Hunger Walk 
appreciates all of you who are saving 
your Family Fare and D & W Receipts. 
If you shop at one of these stores 
consider saving your receipts and 
dropping them off in the church 
office. In order for the Walk to earn 
money in this program they need 
to receive the full receipt, please 
don’t cut off any portion of the 
receipt.
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Editor’s note: through a deliberate and focused process, 26 consistory members, in 46 emails, participated in creating 
this communication with important information for our church family.

A Note from Your Consistory
Jesus said, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about 
your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor 
about your body, what you will put on.” (Matthew 5:25) 

Jesus knew we would experience anxiety in our lives and 
in the world.  

According to recent polling by Colossian Forum, about 
half of the congregations in the United States are dealing 
with social issues regarding race, sexuality, or politics.  
About seventy percent of the church leaders nationally 
express that they are feeling heightened anxiety 
personally, or their congregation is experiencing this 
because of the pandemic.  This is a difficult time; our 
current political and social climates penetrate not only 
our living rooms and our relationships but also  
our church.

The care for the people of the church continues to be 
the highest priority of our congregational leaders and 
the pastors of the church.  Many people are experiencing 
spiritual and psychological depression.  The divorce 
rate from 2019 to 2020 has gone up thirty percent 
nationally.  Paul teaches us, “Do good to all, especially 
to the household of faith.”  And we are working and 
responding to members of the congregation who have 
been impacted adversely by the pandemic.  

If you are aware of people who are having struggles, 
reach out to them or call the church office. As we 
continue to develop community, each of us must look 
for ways to behave like we are all part of an extended 
family. We have a network of Care Elders who help lead 
this effort but all of us can provide care. We will continue 
to work toward creative ways to be in contact with one 
another as the pandemic continues to prolong.

We are hearing questions about the company of worship 
leaders who are helping with the sermons twice a 
month during this program year.  This was approved 
by the Worship Committee and then by the Governing 
Elders this summer.  Our leadership determined that 
congregational service participation is a good way, in 
a time of pandemic when we communicate through 
Zoom, to call forth the wisdom, maturity, and enthusiasm 

of the laity of our congregation.  The art expression 
included in our worship works well in this same regard. 
The fellowship pad comments indicate that this is well 
received. Consistory considers this a one-year project 
that will need future review by the leadership of  
the church.

Another concern we are hearing is that we are too 
guarded about opening the church for in-person worship.  
We have deferred to the Safe Gathering Team composed 
of medical professionals.  Faith is not antithetical to the 
practice of science and good medical practice.  Sadly, so 
far we have had two people die of coronavirus unrelated 
to the worship life of the congregation. We can be sure 
we have saved lives by not meeting to worship in person. 

Staff and Consistory have been working diligently to hear 
and respond to the strong emotions for and against the 
new signs at church.  The intent of the signs was never to 
cause disunity but rather unity.  For anyone who feels we 
should have better communicated with the congregation, 
we wholeheartedly apologize.  

We believe in a principled unity.  There is a time and 
place to say that the Christian faith is opposed to 
racism—to listen to our brothers and sisters of color and 
to what they have experienced in our community and 
in our society.  We are seeking ways to bring opposing 
groups together to make the church responsive to the 
challenges of society.  Please see the January 21, 2021 
Third Church News for further details regarding our five-
part plan that provides a framework for reconciliation.

Last of all, the staff is working as creatively and flexibly 
as possible to respond to many challenges.  We pray 
that each of us in our various roles in the congregation 
will join Consistory as we prayerfully endeavor toward 
worship, mission, and principled unity in these opening 
months of 2021! May we lean on Jesus’s words to not be 
anxious and to have faith.  

With grace and peace,

Third Reformed Church Consistory
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The Season of Lent
“Jesus turned his face toward Jerusalem and the cross.” 
Encountering Jesus in the Gospel of Luke through the Narrative Lectionary

Upcoming Services

Ash Wednesday, 2/17   “Our Multitude of Ways of Turning Away from God and Jesus Turning Toward the Cross”
Service at 7PM Psalm 5:7-8; Luke 9:51-62. Shelly Millen, the Meditation. 

First Sunday of Lent, 2/21 “The Good Syrian”
 Psalm 15; Luke 10:25-32. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.

Second Sunday of Lent, 2/28 “O Jerusalem, O Jerusalem”
 Psalm 122; Luke 13:1-9, 31-35. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.

Third Sunday of Lent, 3/7 “Happy Lent”
 Psalm 119:167-176; Luke 15. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Fourth Sunday of Lent, 3/14 “Rich Man and Lazarus”
 Psalm 41:1-3; Luke 16:19-31. Shelly Millen, Pastor Kama Jongerius preaching.

Fifth Sunday of Lent, 3/21 “On the Way up to Jerusalem”
 Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12; Luke 18:31-19:10. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.

Palm Sunday, 3/28 “Even the Stones Would Cry Out”
 Psalm 118:19-23; Luke 19:29-44. Nella Kennedy and Pastor Kent Fry preaching.

Maundy Thursday, 4/1 “In the Shadow of the Cross” The Last Supper and Tenebrae
Service at 7PM Psalm 34:8-10; Luke 22:1-27. Pastor Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas preaching. 

Good Friday, 4/2 “Between Two Thieves”
Service at noon Psalm 31:5-13; Luke 23:32-47. Pastor Kama Jongerius and Pastor Kent Fry preaching. 
 
Easter, 4/4 “Amazed”
 Psalm 118:17, 21-24; Luke 24:1-12. Pastor Kent Fry preaching.
 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Sustainability Film Series
The series partners, Hope College’s Green Team, League of Women Voters-Holland Area, Macatawa Creation Care, and 
Citizens Climate Lobby-Holland Area, invite you to join them for two films: February 9 - Honeyland and February 23 – 
Kiss the Ground. You can watch each film any time on the scheduled date and then join the panel discussion at 7:00 
PM.  Register for each film and panel at: https://forms.gle/Wo5KHYGQEt2jYxK38. One day prior to each event you will 
receive an email link for a ONE-TIME VIEWING of the film and a link to the virtual panel discussion. Additional details 
and trailers for each film are available at: https://honeyland.earth/ and https://kisstheground.com/. Please see the 
flier on the following page for more information.



Watch the films at home any time on February 9 or 23 

and then join us for a virtual Q&A panel reflection at 7pm-8pm.
 

Please register for one or both films and discussion 

by noon the day before their scheduled dates:  

https://forms.gle/Wo5KHYGQEt2jYxK38
 

This FREE Series is brought to you by:

Hope College's Green Team, League of Women Voters-Holland Area,

Macatawa Creation Care, and Citizens Climate Lobby-Holland Area.

SUSTAINABILITY  FILM  SERIES
WINTER  2021

Tuesday, February 9 Tuesday, February 23
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9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Put a Little Love in your Heart
 —The WMTRC Executive Board

February is here and our thoughts 
turn to love.  Each year the Women’s 
Ministries of Third Reformed Church 
(WMTRC) shares some of that love 
with contributions to several local 
and denomination-wide missions.  
This past year has been challenging 
because many of the sources of 
income relied upon to make such 
contributions possible have dried 
up.    We’ve not been able to provide 
birthday cakes for students.  We’ve 

not been able to host receptions in 
person for funerals and memorial 
services.  We’ve not met together in 
person to collect monthly offerings.  
We’ve also missed being able to 
share our love through programs like 
Breakfast with Baby and delivering 
sanctuary flowers.

Normally, WMTRC distributes funds 
for outreach in late spring.  As you 
might suspect, our cupboard is a 

little bare this year!  If you’ve been 
making regular donations to WMTRC, 
thank you for your generosity.  If 
not, we ask you to consider making 
a donation to WMTRC in February so 
that we can continue to support our 
missions.  You may donate through 
the church website or by sending a 
check to the office, specifying that 
it go to WMTRC.  As the song goes, 
put a little love in your heart and the 
world will be a better place. 

Church Family News
Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to Mary 
Toppen Palma in the death of her 
son-in-law, Danny Faulconer, on 
January 22 in Kentucky.

We also extend our sympathy to Lois 
Jalving on the death of her husband, 
Marvin, on February 1.

New Phone Number
Mary Toppen-Palma  
269-470-9038

Miss Joyce’s Jottings
Creative Expressions LIFT Night: 
 Wednesday, February 10th;  5:30- 7:30 
p.m.  Don’t miss this special Wednesday 
evening event lead by our resident artist, 
Joel Schoon-Tanis.  ALL AGES are invited 
and encouraged to attend.  Sign up for 
a pizza(s) on the Church website (no 
cooking that night!) which may be picked 
up at 5:00 at the Church.  At 5:30 we 
will have a time of community sharing as 
dinner is eaten.  At 6:00, Joel Schoon-
Tanis will lead all participants in various 

activities to encourage us to engage 
in the arts.   Even if you don’t normally 
attend LIFT, we hope that you will join us 
for this special evening.

Sunday Morning Children’s Time:  
We continue to meet each Sunday morning 
at 9:00 on Zoom.  This winter we are 
hearing and reflecting on the stories of 
Jesus.  All children are invited to join us 
as we grow together in our faith!

Christian Summer Camps:  
Third Church takes seriously it’s 
commitment to the children and youth of 
our congregation and believes strongly 
in the benefit of the Christian camp 
experience.  Therefore, if you are signing 
your child(ren) up for a Christian camp 
experience this summer, don’t forget to 
contact Kristen in the Church office for 
the camp voucher code that will allow 
Third Church to cover a portion of the fee 
for your child.  


