
—Pastor Kent Fry

I visited my doctor for an annual 
physical exam last week.  He asked 
me, “How are you doing in the 
ministry these days?”  He knows 
that a certain amount of stress is 
the way I react to my work.  I said 
to him, “I try to keep in mind that 
this is the most difficult time in the 
four decades that I have been in the 
ministry, and that tends to settle me 
down.”

He told me a story of his church in 
which the congregation has split.  
The Associate Minister took the non-
mask wearing church to form a new 
congregation; the other half of the 
church which thinks it is important 
to wear masks and social distance 
remained in the original worship 
space.  Polarization over masks!  
The telling of the story of his church 
had a healing quality to me that 
was probably the best medicine my 
doctor could ever give me.

To de-polarize is not 
to lose your sense of 
Christian principles.

All of this is to say that we are living 
through a momentous time in our 
history, and there is polarization and 
the resultant anxiety.  We need to be 
aware of this as we live together as 
a Christian community.  Thankfully, 
at Third Church we have arrived at 
an acceptable way to live out our 
corporate faith through our virtual 

platform realizing that we have many 
elderly and immune compromised 
people in our congregation.  I am 
now a senior citizen!  Our corporate 
action is a way that we love our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.

I am also the one person in the 
congregation who has listened to 
people of various perspectives on 
the church sign.  I have listened to 
those who are highly supportive 
of the church sign and those who 
have great concerns.  The motions 
above indicate some adjustment 
and a process for moving beyond the 
sign.  I will say that there are good 
reasons on both sides for the ideas 
expressed, but I fear that we are 
talking past each other and not to 
each other.

To de-polarize is not to lose your 
sense of Christian principles such 
as racial justice and equality, 
especially for those who have been 
marginalized in the church and 
society.  I sense an overwhelming 
affirmation for black brothers and 
sisters in our consistory, as well 
as spouses of African-Americans 
and children and grandchildren 
of color.  Also, another important 
value is the principle for the 
minister and our church life to not 
be politically partisan which could 
be inferred from the church sign as 
originally printed.  At the time of the 
consistory decision, I did not know  
(see next page)
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there was a national organization 
and website with the same wording 
as the sign.  Call me naïve, lost in my 
spiritual ecclesiastical tower, but I 
simply did not know.  

We are in a process with the help 
of gifted facilitator, Joe Liechty, 
seeking to talk with each other and 

not past each other.  Yes, the church 
is to be a place of rest and comfort, 
especially in this age of anxiety.  I am 
aware of that need, both for you and 
for me, every Sunday we meet for 
worship.  

We are having a crucial conversation 
with each other now.  We will have 
other crucial conversations in the 

future as we try to negotiate this 
difficult raucous age.  Let us learn 
to depolarize and reach out to one 
another, not talking past each other 
but to each other.  We may have 
disagreements, and we certainly do 
have different political and social 
perspectives, but we are brothers 
and sisters in Christ.

Report on Consistorial Actions on January 19, 2021
A listening team comprised of Kent Fry, Steve Orlow, Linda Jacobs, Dan Rooks, Dave Vanderwel, and Scott Millen 
have engaged various perspectives in relation to the racial justice sign the past 6 weeks.  We have made use of a 
trained facilitator to help us in our work, Joe Liechty, from Goshen College in Indiana.  The listening team presented 
recommendations to the consistory on January 19th for approval.  The consistory received the recommendations 
from the Listening Team and made some amendments to the recommendations.  Listed below are the 
recommendations which were passed by the consistory in the January meeting.

1. Consistory affirms TRC’s mission and values to include the whole gospel which does include justice and 
concern for social and political matters such as racism and reconciliation.   

2. Relocate the sign facing Pine Street so it does not cover the stained-glass windows of the church.  

3. Rewording the church signs to read the following:  

3. a) The Listening/Discernment Team recommends that the Consistory approve a rewording of the signs to 
“We believe the lives of our Black brothers and sister matter.  Justice and equality for all matter.”

3. b) Move that all banners will remain in place pending a consistory approval of the work of the group 
convened and composed of positive responders.  (See item # 5)

4. Form a Justice and Equality Team that promotes education, discussion, and advocacy around racial justice.

5. Convene a group composed of volunteers of positive and concerned responders of 6-10 people, including the 
listening group, with the facilitation of Joe Liechty, to develop a policy to provide guardrails that clarify non-
partisan action of the church in the future.

A basic commentary on the motions is as follows:  
• #1 affirms that the church and the Christian faith is not  only for spiritual comfort but that the gospel of Jesus 

Christ impacts the social dimensions of life such as racism and reconciliation.  
• #2 recognizes that the placement of the sign facing Pine Street could be moved to a better location.  
• #3 makes an adjustment of the wording so that it moves toward theological language with “brother” and “sister,” 

and to distinguish from specific websites that can lead to misunderstanding.  
• #4 does seek to implement education and action through a ministry team, but the team and the church will only 

partner with 501(c)(3) organizations which cannot do political advocacy.  
• #5 encourages bringing people together on various perspectives on the sign.  They will help church leadership 

develop guardrails that clarify non-partisan action of the church in the future.  The joint group will report 
recommendations to the consistory.
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Sanctuary Updates: Soli Deo Gloria
—Linda Strouf, Minister of Music

Gifts to the church can be very 
exciting. On November 30, 2020 
Third Reformed Church received a 
beautiful gift from Etta Hesselink 
of her Mason & Hamlin 7-foot grand 
piano. This piano has served as Etta’s 
musical partner for quite some time 
and we are happy to continue to 
make music on it in the sanctuary at 
church.  

You saw and heard this piano in 
action in the chancel during the 
pre-recorded prelude for our 2020 
Christmas Eve services. The chancel 
is where we have decided to place 
the piano and we have put a moving 

cart under the piano so it can be 
easily moved around. A special cover 
was ordered to protect the piano 
when not in use. Very soon we will be 
installing a Piano Life Saver System 
(also known as a Dampp-chaser) that 
will help to regulate the humidity 
levels on this wonderful piece of 
wooden craftsmanship.

With a seven-foot piano in our 
sanctuary we will now be able to 
host concerts using this marvelous 
instrument. It is the perfect size for 
our space and will serve us well for 
many years to come. 

You may wonder what will happen 

to the Kawai Digital Hybrid Piano we 
purchased in October 2019 to replace 
our Kimball grand piano. The Kawai 
will remain in the sanctuary on the 
floor to the left of the pulpit. There 
are advantages to having a piano 
that can be directly plugged into our 
sound system and several other uses 
for which this piano will serve.

If you see Etta, or are inclined to 
write a note, please thank her for this 
very generous gift. We are blessed to 
have supporters of quality music in 
our church like Etta. Soli Deo gloria, 
to the glory of God alone.

Financial Results for 2020
 —Dave Vanderwel, Assistant Treasurer

Third Reformed Church ended the 
2020 with our revenues falling 
$61,903 short of our expenses (thus 
a deficit of almost $62K for the year). 
While it is always disappointing to 
run a deficit, there is much to be 
grateful for in the midst of this year:
• A sustained program: Despite the 

restrictions that prevented us 
from gathering together for 9-1/2 
months, we were able to sustain 
much of the ministry of TRC 
virtually (worshiping, educational 
programs, supporting missions 
locally and around the world).

• A heart for others: Aware of how 
difficult the pandemic made 
life for others, the congregation 
gave over $135,000 (more than 
10% of our contributions) in 
benevolent support in addition 
to our outreach budget to help 

individuals in our community and 
the missions we support deal 
with the impact of Covid.

• A solid foundation for the coming 
year: We begin the new year 
with a balance of over $200K 
in our checking account. While 
this seems like a large amount, 
we need an opening balance of 
approximately $150K to get us 
through the first ten months of 
the year when expenses exceed 
revenues without having to tap a 
line of credit.

• Resources for future needs: The 
church was able to complete a 
significant AV project, upgrading 
speakers and projection in the 
sanctuary, without tapping 
our budget because of reserve 
funds we had set aside for future 
facility needs. We still have over 

$100K remaining in these reserve 
funds but we also foresee needs 
of up to $500K over the next five 
years for AC units and roof repair 
as well as parsonage remodeling. 

• Strong investments: Third has 
almost $1.3 million in our Mission 
Memorial Fund and Future 
Fund endowments which will 
provide almost $60K annually 
for outreach mission shares and 
future unbudgeted building or 
program needs.

We are grateful to do as well as we 
did through the uncertainties of 
the past year. 2021 also promises to 
have a dimension of uncertainty as 
the pandemic lingers and we face 
staff transitions. We look forward 
to your continuing commitment to 
supporting the church’s ministry 
throughout the year to come.
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Miss Joyce’s Jottings
Christian Summer Camps:  
Christian camps provide a wonderful 
way for children to learn more about 
their faith and grow deeper in their 
relationship with God.  Third Church 
takes seriously its commitment 
to the children and youth of our 
congregation and believes strongly 
in the benefit of the Christian camp 
experience.  Therefore, the Church 
will cover a portion of the fee for 
your child to attend a Christian camp.  

Please contact the Church office 
for the Camp Voucher code for Camp 
Geneva or Cran Hill Camp. If your child 
is attending another Christian camp, 
please call or email the church to make 
arrangements for payment.   Happy 
camping!

Our Next LIFT:  
Save the date—Wednesday, February 
10th; 5:30- 8:00 p.m.  All families of 
our church are invited to a special LIFT 
evening as we welcome our resident 

artist, Joel Schoon-Tanis for a night 
of art exploration.  Even if you don’t 
normally attend LIFT, we hope that you 
will join us for this special evening.  

Sunday Morning Children’s 
Time: 
We continue to meet each Sunday 
morning at 9:00 on Zoom.  This winter 
we are hearing and reflecting on the 
stories of Jesus.  All children are 
invited to join us!

The Season of Epiphany
“Revelation of the Son of Man” 
Encountering Jesus in the Gospel of Luke through the Narrative Lectionary

Currently in the Narrative Lectionary, we are in the early ministry of the life of Christ according to the Gospel of Luke.

Upcoming Services
1/24 Fish for People Psalm 90:14-17; Luke 5:1-11 Matt DeJongh and Pastor Kent Fry

1/31 Healing on the Sabbath Psalm 92; Luke 6:1-16 Katherine Hoekstra and Pastor Kama Jongerius

2/7 Raising the Widow’s Son Psalm 119:105-17; Luke 7:1-7 Pastor Kama Jongerius 
 Celebration of Communion

2/14 Transfiguration Sunday Psalm 36:5-10; Luke 9:28-25 Nella Kennedy and Pastor Kent Fry

“The Miraculous Draught of 
Fishes” 
Jacopo Bassano
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9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!

Disability Concerns
 —Phil Coray

John Swinton is an ordained 
minister of the Church of Scotland, 
a registered mental health nurse, 
hospital nurse, and hospital chaplain. 
Many of his writings and speeches 
have dealt with mental health issues 
as they relate to the care offered by 
religious communities and by secular 
services.

In an interview/podcast 
(sanctuarymentalhealthministries/
podcasts) last January he talks 
about how, especially churches, can 
exclude people who are different 
from what is considered “normal”. 
He acknowledges that medical 
treatment and/or therapy may be 
helpful, especially in the USA, but 
have limitations. Using stories told by 
people and his research he primarily 
discusses the importance of faith 
communities working at inclusion of 
persons with disabilities. Some such 
communities treat mental illness as 
the result of lack of faith, and can 

only be “cured” by prayer; this can lay 
guilt on people.

Much is said about how churches 
can work to include all people as 
members of Christ’s body. Swinton 
comments that “the Bible does not 
have an understanding of health in 
a biomedical absence of illness”. 
Instead, the Bible talks about Shalom 
as “righteousness, holiness, and right 
relationships with God” and includes 
friendship, community, and personal 
relationships.

Liturgy is very important. People 
with mental illness, especially with 
depression, may not feel included 
in a worship service if everything 
centers around joy and feeling good 
and omits lamentation for times of 
sorrow or fear. At a conference at 
Calvin College, now University, he 
attended a session where “there 
were people with mental health 
challenges who had written sermons, 
written liturgy, used Psalms of 

lament, and … gave a completely 
different perspective on what it 
means to worship together from 
their perspective”.

One of his last comments is that 
churches need to know that all this 
is not just a specialist ministry for 
people interested in these matters, 
there is “something fundamental 
about what we are as church”. 
I believe that this congregation 
practices much that I have been 
reading about. Joel Schoon-Tanis 
has mentioned that it has taken 
much practice to develop his 
artistic skills. I would suggest that 
hospitality takes much practice. I 
encourage others to contact me 
with comments and suggestions. 
I am no expert but do hope others 
can help me learn and learn with me 
about living people with disabilities. I 
encourage others to listen to or read 
the transcript of Swinton’s interview.

Church Family News
Birthdays
We would like to send out a very special belated happy birthday to Bob Kuiper, who turned 94 on December 8. We 
always try our very best not to miss anyone or any important dates, but on occasion it happens. Thank you for 
understanding, and Bob, we hope you had a wonderful birthday.


