
—Pastor Kent Fry

A few years ago, members of our 
congregation gave me a book written 
by one of the great Jewish leaders 
of our time, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks.  
The book is entitled Lessons in 
Leadership, based on stories from 
the first five books of the Bible.  One 
of the losses of this past year for the 
world is the death of Rabbi Sacks.

Israel as a people 
have had many ups 
and downs, but 
through God’s help 
they were able to ever 
renew.

In one short chapter he draws on 
the biblical character of Jacob who 
went through many ups and downs 
in his life in comparison to Abraham 
who was much steadier. Sacks 
makes the point that Jacob is given 
the name “Israel.”  Israel as a people 
have had many ups and downs, but 
through God’s help they were able 
to ever renew.  Jacob bequeathed 
to Israel remarkable strength to 
overcome tragedies and move into 
new chapters:  the destruction of 
the temple twice; the Babylonian and 
Roman conquests; the expulsions, 
persecutions and pogroms of the 
Middle Ages; the rise of Antisemitism 
in Europe and the Holocaust.  “What 
is remarkable is that after each 
cataclysm, Judaism renewed itself, 
scaling new heights of achievement.”

We can draw on the Story of Jacob to 
consider our own congregation.  With 
more than a century and a half of 
history, we have encountered many 
ups and downs, but found by God’s 
Spirit the ability to ever-renew and 
face the present challenges without 
forsaking roots in the past.  I would 
point to several efforts of renewal in 
the past decade:  

1. Affirming liturgical and classical 
worship with a willingness to 
incorporate new songs and 
expressions in our worship.  

2. Significant presence in our 
neighborhood while remaining 
a church that has membership 
regionally.  

3. The fledgling beginnings 
of significant ministry with 
Hispanics in our community.  

4. While having a local presence, 
entering the joys and sorrows of 
the world church through new 
partners in world mission.

Sacks quotes the former Prime 
Minister of England Harold Macmillan 
who served in the late 1950’s and 
early 1960’s.  He was asked, “What 
are the most difficult challenges of 
being Prime Minister?”  MacMillan’s 
response?  “Events.”  He elaborated, 
“You go in with a party platform and 
you have a plan to do certain things, 
but it is the events, dear boy, the 
events.”  
(Continued on page 3)
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Sanctuary Updates
We have been hard at work upgrading the A/V system in the 
sanctuary, and are excited to bring you a series of short articles 
on the great new features we now have.

New Speakers
The dramatic picture above, courtesy 
of Steve Orlow, was taken from the 
spot where our new main speaker 
was installed. This speaker replaced 
a 20+ year old speaker that was 
end-of-life. In addition to the main 
speaker, a secondary speaker was 
installed two-thirds of the way 
toward the balcony, eliminating the 

need for the tower speakers that 
were once in front of choir. 

These new speakers have a clarity 
and sound quality that is a noticeable 
improvement over the former set, 
and will greatly enhance our worship 
experience in the sanctuary. “For the 
first time since coming to Third, I can 
hear myself as I preach,” says Pastor 
Kent. That is indeed improvement!

Miss Joyce’s  
Jottings
Happy New Year!  We invite all children 
of Third Church and our community 
to start the new year off right with 
faith and friends by joining us as we 
gather together on Zoom on Sunday 
mornings and our LIFT program 
on Wednesday, January 13.  We 
would love to see you and share our 
Christian journey together in 2021!

Sundays on Zoom
All children are invited to join us as 
we “travel through the Bible” each 
Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. on 
Zoom.   As we move into 2021 we 
will be hearing the stories of Jesus 
in the New Testament.  Join us this 
Sunday as we hear about Jesus’ 
baptism and reflect on our own 
baptisms.

LIFT Program
Our next Wednesday evening 
LIFT program is scheduled for 
January 13th on Zoom.  Pizza and 
community time will take place 
between 5:30-6:30 p.m.   At 6:30, 
the children will join me for God’s 
Amazing Laboratory where we will 
do a science experiment together 
and then reflect on a Bible story 
that connects with our experiment.  
Please sign your child(ren) up if he/
she/they plan to join us so that I 
can have enough “Science Activity 
Packs” ready for everyone.  Sign up 
on our Church’s website.  Don’t miss 
the fun… sign up today and join us 
at God’s Amazing Laboratory!

Church Family News
Anniversary
Dean & Kathy Miedema 
January 5, 53 years

Steve & Dawn VanderArk 
January 30, 52 years

Sympathy
Sympathy is extended to Bill and 
Barb Moreau in the death of Bill’s 
mother, Jeannine Hagan Moreau, on 
December 10; the family and friends 

of Mike Van Doornik who died on 
December 15; to Isabelle Hanse-
Amundsen and Jeff Amundsen in the 
death of her brother, John Hanse, 
on December 20; to the family and 
friends of Pat Jones, wife of former 
pastor Willis Jones, on December 20 
in Scotland, to the family and friends 
of El Slenk who died on December 
28; and to the family and friends of 
Gus Feenstra who passed away on 
January 5.
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When I spoke with church leaders a 
year and a half ago about retiring  
in 2021, I knew nothing about the 
impending coronavirus pandemic 
which has apprehended each of 
our personal lives and the life of 
the congregation.  At the time, I did 
not know that we would be doing 
a major AV project during a time 
when we were not worshiping in 

the sanctuary.  My hope and prayer 
are that while this was a difficult 
decision, that the AV installation 
will serve the congregation well in 
a post-pandemic world.  While it 
is hard to envision what the future 
is going to be on the other side of 
the pandemic, my sense is that this 
project will serve the congregation 
well in the future rooting us solidly in 
liturgy but bringing some of the best 

practices from our virtual worship.  

We have other challenges as we 
enter 2021 such as the transition 
to new pastoral leadership.  For 
myself entering 2021 I will keep in 
for the forefront of my heart and 
mind this quote from Rabbi Sacks 
on his devotions about Jacob:  “Like 
Jacob, the ability to survive and to 
recover is part of what it takes to be 
a leader.”

The Season of Epiphany
“Revelation of the Son of Man” 
Encountering Jesus in the Gospel of Luke through the Narrative Lectionary

The Narrative Lectionary (Year 3) 
switches in the second half of the 
program year from our journey 
through the Old Testament to 
encountering Jesus in the Gospel of 
Luke.  The season of Epiphany which 
is a time to encounter the light or 
manifestation of Jesus, takes us to 
some of the early chapters in the 
Gospel of Luke.

St. Luke gives us a portrait of 
Jesus that is unique from the other 
gospels. Writing to gentile Christians, 
maybe from Syrian Antioch a 
center for the gentile mission, Luke 
particularly highlights Jesus ministry 

with the oppressed, the forgotten, 
the hurting, including many women.  
Only Luke records the parables of the 
lost coin and the lost son.  It is often 
said that Luke’s gospel is a gospel 
with feeling.  He notes that the 
common people heard Jesus gladly.  
And Luke particularly highlights 
Jesus in prayer and the role of the 
Holy Spirit in the life of Christ.

As we experienced in the first half 
of the program year, we will have 
the participation of the company of 
worship leaders about half of the 
time participating in the sermon, the 
prayers, and the liturgy.  In a time of 

pandemic and virtual worship, we 
are called to listen and to deploy the 
entire gifts of the congregation.

One of the joys of this year has been 
the daily readings that are connected 
to our Sunday morning scripture 
and worship themes.  I encourage 
the congregation to access these 
readings through the Sunday 
morning bulletin or the devotional 
Sharing God’s Word at Home, both of 
which are posted on our website.  I 
have also immensely been blessed by 
our Sunday evening study group at 6 
PM when we explore and experience 
these daily readings.

January Services
1/10 The Baptism of Jesus Psalm 51:6-17; Luke 3:1-22 Shelly Millen and Pastor Janelle Lopez-Koolhaas 

1/17 The Sermon at Nazareth Psalm 146; Luke 4  Mark Hiskes and Pastor Kent 
 “Jesus in Word and Deed”

1/24 Fish for People Psalm 90:14-17; Luke 5:1-11 Pastor Kent

1/31 Healing on the Sabbath Psalm 92; Luke 6:1-16 Katherine Hoekstra and Pastor Kama

9:00 AM Sundays - Sunday School and Chapel Class. 
10:00 AM Sundays - Interactive Worship via Zoom.

Visit www.trcholland.org to connect with us!


