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Stories!  What could I offer when asked to participate in this presentation?  Well, 
my devotions of the same day happened to follow.  They were based on the fact 
that God challenges, yet He always accompanies with His arms underneath us.  See 
if you can apply the point of the devotional story to my situation - and maybe even 
yours – maybe even for others in the congregation.  
 
I’d like to share that devotional story.  The author began with a little plant whose 
growth was stunted, because it lived under the shade of a giant oak tree.  The little 
plant valued the shade that covered it and highly regarded the quiet rest that its 
noble friend provided.  It had always been that way.  However, there was to be an 
even greater blessing for the little plant. 
 
One day a woodsman entered the forest with a sharp ax and felled the giant oak.  
The little plant began to weep, crying out, “My shelter has been taken away.  Now 
every fierce wind will blow on me, and every storm will try to uproot me.” 
 
The guardian angel of the little plant responded, “No! Now the sun will shine and 
showers will fall on you more abundantly than ever before.  Now your stunted 
form will spring up into loveliness, and your flowers, which could never have 
grown to their fullest glory, will laugh in the sunshine.  People in amazement will 
say, “Look how that plant has grown!  How beautiful it has become by removing 
that which was its shade and its delight.” 
 
Dear believer, do you understand that God may take away your familiar comforts 
and privileges - in order to make you a stronger Christian?  The story continues 
with how soldiers must leave their comforts for the difficult marches and service – 
not by dressing them up in fine uniforms or to appear as handsome gentlemen 
strolling in a park.  No, he writes, they must change their training programs to use 
every means to become conquerors.  (This storyteller is Charles Spurgeon from a 
previous century.)   
    
For me in past years, when churches began to worship by means of screens in the 
sanctuary, snare drums behind large plastic shields, I began to be like the little 
flower, afraid of losing the familiarity with and significance of the grace and 



elegance of our Gothic architecture.  How could worship be as meaningful, as 
tastefully liturgical and beneficial in that new environment? 
 
Without expecting this old-timer to turn one-hundred-eighty degrees, our months 
of pandemic adaptations have found me growing in the sunshine after all.  With 
tasteful selection, I have come to truly value what Zoom can do to visually 
illustrate a sermon or an offertory.  Little did I consider that our chancel provides 
an ideal “screen” that is already part of our architecture, taking nothing away from 
- but adding tastefully to - the spoken word or bringing up - close and personal - 
some of the musical talents of our congregation.  Through Zoom worship, I have 
benefitted by seeing stories through Joel’s creative interpretations or locations on a 
map.  I have appreciated what the camera can add to a piano or hand bells offertory 
of talent that otherwise would be typically lost to the eye unless seated in very few 
choice locations.   
 
So yes, when God challenges us + through technological changes, through new and 
meaningful variety of hymns, through opportunities to grow in His Son-shine – I 
think we can rely on thoughtful preparations on the part of our membership, the 
gifts they contribute of discernment and receptivity to different points of view, to 
be deliberative in timing.  We cannot be all things to all people at all times, but I 
have had to learn my lesson of being open to new ways of doing things, cherishing 
former ways but seeking expression in sharing with others as they can best grow in 
worship, fellowship, and commitment – even when it means making that 180 
degree turn to different ways of communicating with God and His people.  How do 
you view changes? 


